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EXTRACT Leama Deed- 
of Truſt for We this 
Leaure. opt 


N Indenture, bearing date July 
21, 1768, ſets forth, That 
« oh. right reverend WILLI M 

« Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter has 
4 transferred the ſum of 500 
« Bank four per cent. annuities con- 


 & ſolidated, to the right honourable 


« WILLIAM Loxd MaNnsFIELD, 
A ES « Lord 


viii Extra? from the Dzed of Tnusr, 
„Lord Chief Juſtice of his Ma- 
4 jeſty's Court of King's Bench, 
« the right honourable Six Joan 
«EArRDLY WILMOT, Lord Chief 
«.:Juſtice of his Majeſty's Court of 
Common Pleas, and the honoura- 
ble CHaRLEs YoRKE [4], of Lin- 
„ coln's-Inn, in the county of Mid- 
« dleſex, upon TRUST, for the pur- 
« poſe of founding a Lecture, in he 
MA This nohle and eminent as was as the 


ſecond Ton of the Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, 
He had been, for many years, in the firſt re- 
putation at the Bar; and, having paſſed through 
the offices of Sieicitor and Attorney Ge- 
neral, was, himſelf, made Lord Chancellor in 
January 1770, but died ſoon after his appoint- 
ment to tliat high dignity— Lactusſum hoc ſuis; 
acer bum patriæ; grave bonis omnibus. - Cie. 


cc form 


fer founding thit LnoTu te ix 
“ form of a Sermon, To prove the' 
4 truth of revealed Religion, in general, 
& and of the: Chriſian in \ particular,” 
© from the completion of the prophe= 
« ces in the Old and New Teſtament, 
« wwhich relate to the Chriſtian ehardh, 
« eſpecially 10 the apgfacy of Papal 
« Rom?: That, in cafe of any va- 
« cancy in this truſt by the deceaſe' 
« of any one or more of the above- 
4 mentioned "Truſtees, the place or 
places ſhall be filled up, from” time: 
« 70 time and as occafion” may require, 
« by the ſurviving Truſtees, or Truffee, 
1 or by the Executors of the ſurvivor 
« of them: That the Truſtees h 
« appoint the Preacher f Lincoln's: 


te * 


* Extract from the Dep of Tavsr, 
& for the time being, or ſome other 
« able Divine of the Church of Eng- 
4 land, to preach this Lecture: That 
4 the Lecture ſhall be preached every 
<1 year in the Chapel of Lincoli o- Inn 
« (if the ſociety give Rave[b])' and 
« on the following days, vis. the firft” 
00 Sunday after Michaelmas Term, the 
« Sunday next before and the Sunday 
« next after Hilary Term: That the 
Lecturer ſhall not preach the ſaid 
Lecture longer than for the term 
« of FOUR YEARS, and ſhall not again 
& maminated to preach the ſame: 
40 And, when the term of four years 
15 The Society habe. vive leave that this 
Lecture be preached in their 2 and on 


the days — 
| 46 is 


for founding this LEM Tur. i 

« is expired, that the ſaid Lecturer 

6 ſhall print and publiſh,. or cauſe to 
« be printed and publiſhed, all the Ser- 
« mons or Lectures, that ſhall Pave been 
6 2 JO by him.” 
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FIRST VOLUME 


ra ideas of F Prophecy: 


| 2 PETER, i. 4214. EYE 
Prophecy came not in old time by the wil! 
of man : but holy men of God ſpake, as 
they were * by the Spirit of God. 
Fin Te 
8 E R M ON II. 


The true idea of Prophecy. 


jp | RE v. xix. 10. | - 
The e f Fefus is the Spirit of = 
Prophecy. P- 25. i 
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Es T1 þ 08 
Concluſions from the true idea of Prophecy. 


REV. xix. 0 | 
The tetimony 7 Feſus fs the Spirit of 
Prophecy. VE © i 4 p- 53. 


SERMON IV. 
The — argu ament from Ae 


Jon wWxiii. 19 


Now I 100 you. before it 3 when it is 
+, come 10 paſs, * may. believe, 2 J am 
| e N * Be. : F< P. * | 
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re concerning Chriſt” Le . 
Is AI AE. xlii. 9. 


| Bebold, wh former. things are come to paſt, 
and net things do 1 declare: before they 
- » ſpring . T tell you of them,” p- 122, 


ES . 
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THE FIRST VOLUME. „» 


8 E R M O . 
Prophecies concerning Chriſt's fecond | F 


coming. 
Isaran xlii. 9. ; | 


Behold, the former things are come to paſs, 
and new things do I declare: before they 
ſpring forth, I tell you of them. p. 159. 
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Prophecy came not in old time by e will 
ef man: but holy-niew of God Hale, as 
2 20" were e ” the- vent f G vo. 


P HE -urgument PEN ab 
ſupport of the Chriſtian revelatiir; 
would be thought more concluſive, at A 
leaft would be more diſtinctiy apprehended, 
if men could be kept from mixing their 
own prejudices and preconceptions with it. 
Tube general queſtion may be expreſſed 
2 db Whether the prediftions in the 
Old and New Teſtament do not appear 
* to have been ſo far, and in ſuch ſenſe, 
& fulfilled, as to afford a reaſonable con- 
85 A 6 = vition, 
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2 Falſe Ideas of PROPur6v; 


ec yiction, that they came not, as the text 
* ſpeaks, by the will of man, but from the 


LY 


& Spirit "of God. 

In examining this queſtion, the predic- 
tions themſelves cannot be too diligently 
ſtudied, or too cautiouſly applied: But, 
While this work is carrying on, we are 
ſtill to ſuppoſe, and ſhould not for a mo- 
ment forget, that they may be, what they 
manifeſtly® claim to be, of divine ſug- 
geſtion ; mean, we are to admit, not 


the truth indeed, but the poſſibility, of 


ſuch ſuggeſtion, till we can fairly make 
it appear that they are of human contri 


vance, only. 


It will not be denied, that the tenour of 


Scripture, as well as the text, clearly aſ- 


ſerts the divine original and direction of 
the prophecies. A juſt reaſoner on the 
ſubject will, therefore, proceed on this ſup- 
poſition, and only try whether it be well 
conſtruction of the prophecies, and the 
application of them, be fuch, as . a- 


N » 65> PV cor d 


Falſe Hens of Provirer: 3 


cord to thoſe pretetifitis ; and will hot 
argue againſt them on other principles, 
which they do not admit, or ſuppoſe. All 
this is plainly nothing mote chan what 
may be expected from a fair inquirer, and 
what the rules of good reaſoning ela i 
from him. 

The uſe of this condut wall ny To 
prevent, or ſet aſide, all thoſe fancies and 
imaginations which too frequently miſlead 
inquirers into the evidence of prophecy; 
which fill their minds with needleſs per- 
plexities, and diſgrace their books with 
frivolous and impertinent diſquifitions. 
And, becauſe I take it to be of principal 
moment, that this 4% be perfectly ſeen and 
underſtood, I ſhall, f, apply myſelf to 
Juſtify and explain it. 

It is true that Prophecy, i in the very ĩdea 
of that term, at leaſt in the ſcriptural idea 
of it, implies the divine agency; and that, 
exerted not merely in giving the faculty 
kelf, but in directing all * pere * 
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1 Falſe Ideas of P ROPHECY- 


et I. know not how it is that, when 


men addreſs themſelves to the ſtudy of 


the prophetic ſcriptures, they are apt to 
let this ſo neceſſary idea ſlip out of their 
minds; and to diſcourſe upon them juſt 
as they. would or might do, on the ſup- 


. poſition that the prophet was left at liberty 


to diſpenſe this gift in all reſpects, as he 


mould think proper. No wonder then, 


that they ſhould miſconceive of its cha- 


racter, and entertain very different notions 


about the exerciſe of this power from 
what the Scriptures give them of it. Nay 
it is no wonder that they ſhould even 
treat the ſubject with ſome ſcorn, while 
they judge of it by the rule of human 
prudence, and not of divine wiſdom : for, 
though they would readily. own themſelves 
incapable of pronouncing on the ſecret 


- counſels of God, if prophecy, in its whole 


adminiſtration, be regarded as proceeding 


merely from him; yet, from their know- 


ledge of human nature, they would think, 


and with ſome reaſon, they were well 
| able 


Folſe Ideas of PROPHECY. 5 
able to conceive how” the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy would be adminiſtered, if man had 
the diſpoſal of this ſpirit committed to him. 

Now it happens, as I ſaid, (by an inex- 
cuſible perverſeneſs, c or inattention, indeed, 
yet in fact it ſo happens, ) that, to the 
conſideration of the argument from pro- 
phecy, as applied to the Proof of the 
Chriſtian religion, many inquirers bring 
with them this ſtrange and fatal prejudice 3 
and then their reaſonings, or rather con- 
jectures, on the SUBJECT, the Ex D, and 
the DISPENSATION of prophecy, are only 
ſuch, as this prejudice may be AS 
o o inſpire. me 


3 * 45 
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** 


I. Judging for . and REP the 
light of human inveſtigation only, there 
might be ſome ground for ſuppoſing, that, 

jf it ſhould pleaſe God at any time to con- 

fer the gift of prophecy on his favoured 
ſervants, they would be ſolely or chiefly _ 
commiſſioned to unfold the future for- 
tunes of the moſt conſpicuous ſtates and 
| B 3 | Kingdoms 
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yore hes counſels and enterprizes, the 


ſucceſſes and triumphs of the moſt. il- 
haſtrious nations; thoſe eſpecially, which 
ſhould riſe to the ſummit of empire by 


generous plans of policy, and by the e 


forts of public virtue; of free Hates, in 
2 ward, ſuch as we Know to have flouriſh- 


ed in the happier ages of Greece, and ſuch 
as we Kill. contemplate with admiration 


in the vaſt and awful fabric of Conſular 
Rome. This we might think a fit object 


for the prophetic ſpirit to preſent to us; 


as correſponding in ſome degree to the 
ſublime character of a prophet ; and as 


moſt worthy, in our conceptions, of the 
divine attention and regard. 


But how are we ſurprized to and that 
this aſtoniſhing power, the moſt ſignal 
gift of heaven to mankind, bath, in its 


immediate application at leaſt, reſpected, 


many times, obſcure individuals, whoſe 
names and appr. are weed preſerved, in 
one 


7 


one barbarous chronicle, hath been chiefly 
employed, and, as we are ready to expreſa 
it, thrown away on one fingle ſtate, or 
rather family; inconſiderable in the ex- 
tent of its power or territory; ſequeſtered 
from the reſt of the nations, and hardly 
known among them [a]; with ſome men- 
tion, perhaps, of ter things, but in- 
cidentally touched, as it may ſeem, and 
as they chanced to have ſome connection 
with the intereſts of this ſordid people! 

Was this a ſtage, on which it might be 

expected that the God of heaven would 


Lo} Thus Celſus tepreſents the Jews = ponds anowdl | 
3 wee allas, & Sr % Nb, Bf iy gb br, mole! 
we[enpives, OrIG, contra CELs. I. iv. p. 181. ed.| 
Spenc. Cantab. 1677. And in p. 375, he repreſents itt 
as the higheſt abſurdity in ſuch reptiles to pretend that 

their inſignificant concerns were the objects of diving 
prediction, and that the ſupreme Governor of the world, 
who had fo many greater things upon his * ſhoul, 
be only ſolicitous;/ as it were, to keep 
intercourſe with them, See the whole Ld T 
the philoſopher ſeems to have taken a pleaſure to wor 
up with much oratorical amplification Julian, too 

Was 1 Pad ith this fooliſh' objection. 
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* Falſe Ideas of Provpurcy, 


condeſcend 'to diſplay: the wonders wh 25 
preſcience; when He kept aloof, 
{were, from more auguſt theatres, 3 
would ſcarcely vouchſafe to have the ſkirts 
of his glory ſeen by the nobler and more 
diſtinguiſhed nations of the World? ; 
Such queſtions as theſe are ſometimes 
aſked. - But they are ſurely aſked;by thoſe, 
_ who conſider the prophets, as acting wiol- 
ly on human views and motives, and not 
as over-ruled- in all their predictions by 
the ſpirit of God. For it is natural enopgh 
for vain man, if left to himſelf ; in the ex- 
erciſe of the prophetic power, to turn 
his view towards ſuch objects as appear 
to him great, in preference to others; 3 
and to eſtimate that greatneſs by the lu 720 
of fame, in which they ſhine out to he 
obſervation of mankind. But a moment's 
reflection may ſhew the propability, the : 
poſſibility at leaſt, that God's thoughts are 
not às our thoughts; and that, if the Pro- 
phet's foreſight be under the divine in- 


Byence, IA may * n enough to 
P direct 


* 
* * * „ ww * — 3 


F 
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Palſe Teas of Provuncy; 


* . 
4 
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direct it towards ſuch ſcenes and objects, 


as we might be apt to undervalue or over- 
look. It is even very conceivable, that, 
if God be the diſpenſer of prophecy, and 
not man, all that ſeems great and il 
luſtrious in human affairs may to his all. 
judging eye appear ſmall and contempt- 
ible [o]; and, on the other 2 what 
we account as nothing, may, for infinite 
reaſons, unknown to us, but ſo far as he 
is pleaſed to diſcover them, be of that im- 
portance as to merit the attention of all 
his prophets from the Me of the 
world. | 

It is evident, then, he at to 1 in chis 
manner on the ſubject of divine prophecy, 
is to ſuffer ourſelves to be miſled by a poor 
and vulgar prejudicez and to forget, what 
we. ſhould ever have preſent to us, the 
claim of God's prophets to ſpeak, not as 
themſelves will, but as "Art, are > moved ” bis | 
Spirit. „ af 


[31 Bebold, the nations are as «hey of hide ad 


eue. Ifaigh xl. 15. 
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A. The ep, or 3 purpaſe . * 
. Humination, is another point, on 
Fhich many perſons are apt to entertain 
ſtrange fancies, and to frame unwarranta- 
ple concluſions, when they give themſelyes | 
leave to argue on ths low ſuppoſition, be- 
fore mentioned. 

1. It is then katy ſurmized that the 
ſcriptural prophecies, if any ſuch be ac- 
knowledged, could only be deſigned, like 
the Pagan oracles, to ſooth the impatient 
mind under its anxiety about future events; 
to ſignify beforehand to ſtates or indivi- 
duals, engaged in high or hazardous under: 
takings, what the iſſue of them would be, 
that ſo they might ſuit their conduct to the 
information of the prophet, and either pur- 
ſue their purpoſe with vigour, or expect 
their impending fate with reſignation. For, 
what other or worthier end, will ſome fay, 
can heaven propoſe to Itſelf by theſe ex · 
traordinary communications, than to pre- 
pare and qualify ſuch events as it — 
to o bring to. Paſs; to animate deſponding 

wwe, 
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virtue, en the one hand, or to relieve pre- 
deſtined miſery, on the other.; to adapt 
itſelf, in ſhort, to our neceſſities by a clear 
diſcovery of its will in thoſe many intricate 
ſituations, which perplex human prudence, 
elude human foreſight, and, but for this 
previous admonition, wauld bear too hard 
on the natural force, or infirmity of the 
human mind? Some ſuch idea, as this, 
was plainly entertained by thoſe of the 
Pagan philoſophers who concluded, from 
the exiſtence of a divine power, that there | 
muſt needs be ſuch a thing as divination[t}. 
They thought the attributes of their gods, 
if any ſuch there were, concerned in giving 
FI notice of futurity to mankind. 

2s Others, again, encouraged i in this con- 
jectural ingenuity by partial views of ſcrip- 
ture, come to perſuade themſelves that pro- 
phecy i is an act of ſpecial grace and favour, 
| not to this or that ſtate, or individuals, in- 
diſcriminately, as either may feem to ſtand 
in need of it; but to one peculiar and 


Si dil ſunt, eſt divinatio. 


a ils 
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choſen people, who, on ſome account or 
other, had merited this n dil⸗ 
tinction. eee 

Self- love ſees: to hive: ſuggeſted: cd 
idea to the antient and modern Jews; and 
many others, I doubt, are ready enough te 
ſuppoſe with them, that prophecy, under 
the Mofaic diſpenſation, had no other rea- 
er uſe, or end. | 

. Laſtly, there are thoſe: "hi ll their 

ahovghes to nobler contemplations, and con- 
clude that this intercourſe between heaven 
and earth can only be carried on with the 
ſublime view of preſerving an awful ſenſe 
of providence in an Meat 2 careleſs 
world. Ty: | 

Vanity, or ie eee Fas ay. "A 
ſaggeſted to particular men, or to ſocieties 
of men, that their perſonal or civil concerns 
are of moment enough to be the ſubject of 
divine- prophecies, vouchſafed merely for 
their own proper relief or ſatisfaction. But 
nothing leis than the maintenance of God's 


W authority over his moral creation 
8 EP could 


14 . hy 
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eould be an object worthy of his inter · 
poſing in the affairs of men, in ſo remark - 
able a manner. To keep alive in their 
minds a prevailing ſenſe of their dependance 
upon him, is, then, the ultimate end of 
prophecy: and what more_ ſuitable (will 
they perhaps add, when warmed with this 
moral enthuſiaſm,) to the beſt ideas we 
can form of divine wiſdom, than that this 
celeſtial licht ſhould be afforded to ſuch 
ages or nations as are molt in want of that 
great and falutary principle: ? | 
There is reaſon to believe, that many 
of the antient ſpeculatiſts reaſoned thus on 
the ſubject of divination. For, as they 
argued fron the exiſtence of their gods, to 


the neceſſity of divination; ſo, again, they 
turned the argument the other way, and 


from the reality of divination, inferred the 
exiſtence and providence of their gods d]. 
In drawing the former concluſion, - they 
ſnewed themſelves to be in the ſyſtem of 
M who maintain, that che end of ow 


1 $i divinatio 55 i fant, 
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phecy i is the inftruftion of men in their at 
or perſonal concerns + when they drew the 
latter, they ſeerned to eſpotiſe the more 
enlarged fentiments of ſuck as make the 
end of prophecy to be, The #ſirufion of 
men in the general concerns of religion. 
I omit other inſtances, that might be 

given; and concern myſelf no further with 
thefe; than juſt to obferve from them; 
That the foundation of all ſuch ſyſtems io 
hid in the prejudices of their feſpective 
patrons ;z conjecturing rather what 4 
might be made of this faculty, and to 
what purpoſe men, according to their dif- 
ferent views or capacities, would probably 
apply it; than regarding it, with due re- 
verence, as directed by the ſpitit of God. 

For then they would ſee, that not one 
of thoſe ends, nor any other of human 
conjecture, could be ſafely relied upon, 
as being that of prophetic inſpiration, Not 
that all theſe ends need be rejected as 
manifeſtly unworthy of the divine inten- 
tion 3 perhaps, each of them, in a certain 
: fenſe, 


\ 
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ferns; and. with ſome proper limitation, 
might without impiety, be conceived” to 
enter into it. But neither could it be 
preſumed, if none of thoſe ends could have 
been pointed out, that therefore there 
was no reaſonable end of divine prophecy; 


nor could ir with modeſty be affirmed 


that the nobleſt of theſe ends was certainly 


that, which the wifdom of God Ppropofed 


chiefly and untimately to accompliſh by 
15 unleſs: _ COR had oy” Sen 


Ul. But this folly” of commenting on 


prophecy by the falſe lights of the imagi- 
nation is never more conſpicuous, than 


when the pispkxsA Tron of this gift, 1 


mean the mode of its conveyance, comes to 
exerrile the curioſity of preſumptuous men. 


If it be true, will ſome ſay, that the Su- 


| peme Reg hab at any time condeſeended 
to enlighten human ignorance by a dif- 
covery af future events, theſe divine no- 


r of them 
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might be, muſt. have been given in terms 
ſo preciſe, and ſo clearly predictive of che 
events to which they are applied, that no 
doubt could remain either about the inter · 


Pretation or completion of them. 
On the contrary, theſe pretended pro- 
phecies are expreſſed ſo ambiguouſiy or 


obſcurely, are ſo involved in metaphor and 
darkened by hieroglyphics, that no clear 
and certain ſenſe can be affixed to them, 


and the ſagacity of a ſecond prophet ſeems 


2 to explain the 9 of the 


Then, again, when we come to verify 
theſe predictions by the light of hiſtory, 


the correſpondence is ſo ſlight many times, 


and ſo indeterminate, that none but an 
eaſy faith can aſſure itſelf, that they have, 
in a proper ſenſe, been fulfilled. At the 
leaſt, there is always room for fome degree 


of ſuſpenſe and heſitation: either the ae- 
.compliſhment fails in ſome particulars, or 
other events might be pointed ant,” to 
which the prophecy equally correſponds: 


% 


| Palo Tea Ideas of Propnecy. 17 
ſo that the +eſvlt is, a want of that entire 
and perfect conviction, which prophecy; no 
doubt, was intended to sive, and, when ful- 
filled, muſt ſupply OY: 605 ST CH 0 

Indeed, continue theſe inquirers, if our 
ee e had been derived from no higher 
an original, than that of Pagan oracles, we 
might well enough have ſuppoſed them to 
be of this ſtamp. - When men had nothing | 
to truſt to, in their predictions, but their 
own ingenuity, they did well to deal in 
equivocal or enigmatic expreſſion, and 
might leave it to chance, or to the paſſions 
of their votaries, to find an application for 
their random conjectures. But when the | 


[e]. Theſe objections were long fince urged by Celli, 
| who ſpeaks of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian oracles, as fa- 
natical, uncertain, and obſcure, l. vii. p. 438. — dyrarcs 


2 wages, & mas A önda, hed one OY 2 15 


8 aged Maile, d g v. Andi. as applicable to 
other Subjects eu thoſe to which hey were referred —= . 
rag tic Ta Wee: TETE  GraPegoplras, wpoPriciag dura das > 
 RANorg Pagublir wmeayuar |. i. p. 39.—nay, as much 
more applicable to others, than to Feſws kuh ate 
iPaguoodFro drach as oh oi hard regen 7 d 5 4 
1e. A | 
VW | prophet 
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prophet is, what he aſſumes to be, an in⸗ 
terpreter of heaven, he may ſurely afford to 
ſpeak plainly, and to deliver nothing to 


s > 1 
. — — G 4 8 — 8 
4 * 2 . co” TE aud —— — 
e : \ OA 2 po — 
rr oor eee Freer hw 
þ e : ; £ 
2 


: us but what ſhall appear, with the fulleſt 
4 evidence, to be neee in * 
* event.“ | 

„ The invidious compar Hon, _ made, 


between Scriptural prophecies and Pagan 
=  - oracles, will be conſidered in its place. To 
1 the general principle, aſſumed by theſe in- 
1 quirers, hat divine prophecy muſt be deli- 
4 vered with the utmoſt clearneſs and perſpi- 
i cuity, and fulfilled with irręſiſtibls evidence, 
1 it may be ſufficient to reply, as before, 
That, though theſe inquirers uſe the words, 
divine prophecy, they manifeſtly argue on 
the ſuppoſition of its human original, or 
at leaſt application. In this latter caſe, in- 
deed, it is likely enough that the prophet, 
for his own credit, or for what he might 
fancy to be the ſole end of prophecy, 
might chuſe, if he were entruſted with 
jr knowledge of future events, to pre- 
dict them with all poſſible clearneſs, and 
ys | 
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in ſuch fort that obſtinacy irſelf muſt ſes 
and admit the completion. of them : bur 
2 on the former ſuppoſition, that the 
prophet was only the miniſter and inftru- 
ment of the divine counſels, in the high 
office committed to him; they will do well 
to anſwer, at their leiſure, the 8 
queſtions. 5 

« How do they know in what | Nik 
ner, and with what circumſtances; it was 
fit for divine wiſdom to diſpenſe a know- 
ledge of futurity to mankind ? How can 
they previouſly determine the degree of 
evidence with which a prediction muſt be 
either given or fulfilled ? What affurance 
have they, that no reaſonable ends could 
be ſetved by prophecies, expreſſed with 
ſome obſeurity, and accompliſhed in a 
ſenſe much below what may ſeem neceſſary | 
_ to: unavoidable conviction ? Can they even 
pretend; on any clear principles of reaſon, 
that very important ends, perhaps the 
moſt important, may not be anſwered by 

un mode of oonveyance, Wen appears. 
0 . to 


Falſe Lea, of 
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to them ſo exceptionable? Can they, in 4 
word, determine before-hand, I do not 
fay with certainty, but with any colour of 
probability; what myſt be the character 
of divine prophecy, when they know not. 
the .reaſon, moſt, undoubtedly not all the 
reaſons, why it is given, and have even no 
right to demand, that it ſhould be er 4 
at all?” 
Till theſe, * other actions! of the 
like ſort, be pertinently anſwered, it muſt 
be in vain to cenſure the ways of Provi- | 
dence, as not correſponding, to our imper- 5 
fect and ſhort-ſighted views. 7 
So much for that capital prejudice taken | 
from the ſuppoſed obſcurity of the ſerip- 
tural prophecies. Of ſinaller ſcruples and 
difficulties on this head, there is no end. 
Men may aſk, for inſtance, why the in- 
ſtruments employed in conveying theſe 
celeſtial notices to mankind, are frequent- 
ly ſo mean and inconſiderable? The fub- 
ject of a prediction is the downfall of ſome 
mighty ſtate, * the fortune of its gover- 
E J7˙ ꝗ Ü 


— 


Fe A "of Prornzer. or 


 nours.* Why then is this important reve- 
dation intruſted to an obſcure 'prieft, or 
Aordid peaſant, in preference to the great 
perſons, more rene - 41 concerned in 
7%? . 

Again; ſome momentous events have 
been ſignified in dreams: why not to 
perſons awake, and in the full poſſeſſion of 


their beſt faculties g!) | 
And then, of | thoſe dreams, why are 
they ſometimes ſent to one man, and the 
interpretation of them reſerved for an- 
other [4]? | 
Why —But I have done with theſe fri. 
volous i interrogatories; which, though Pe 


Lf] Utrum tandem, per deos atque homines, magis 
veriſimile eſt, ve/anum remigem, aut aliquem noſtrfim, 
qui ibi tum eramus, me, Catonem, Yarronem, Coponium 
ipſum, conciſia deorum immortalium 3 po- 
tuiſſe? Cic, Div. I. ii. c. 55. N 
[2] Illud etiam requiro, cur, G 3 iſta viſa nohis 
providendi cauſa dat, non 9 YER: dat quam 
dormientibus ? l. ii. c. 61, 
[5] Jam verò quid opus eſt circuitione et aged, ut 
fir utęndum interpretibus Wb Pl. * 
directs Ibid. 5 I | 
, 9 "od: 
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ed with all the advantage of Cicero 8 cher 


toric, have really no 3 againſt Pagan 


divination; and therefore ſurely none, 


againſt Scriptural prophecy; 1 mean, in the 


opinion of thoſe who reſpect it leaſt. 
In truth, they who put theſe queſtions 


(arguing, as they muſt do, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that prophecy is divinely inſpired) 


cannot. excuſe their preſumption, even to 


themſelves : and they, to whom ſuch queſ- 
tions are propoſed, will not, if they be 


wile, ſo much as attempt to reſolve them. 
or they have the nature of arguments 


addreſſed not only to the ignorance, as we 
ſay, of the diſputant, but to an ignorance 
| clearly invincible by all the powers of hu- 


man reaſon, Now to arguments of this 


ſort I know not [Gi is the anſwer of 


good ſenſe, as well as of modeſty, and, to 
a juſt reaſoner, more ſatisfactory by far, 
than any ſolution whatever of the difficulty 


8 ea [#]. 


Wo) Od N . ip” ol; va; 15 Pere, oy Sind. 
Soph. Oedip. Tyran. ver. 577. 
{9 Quode by enim criminis genus, aut rei effe ah- 


Not 
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N ot that reaſon is to be wholly ſilenced 
on the argument of prophecy : for then 
4287 ſpecies of impoſture would be ready 
to flow in upon us. The 4%, we ſhould 
make both of that faculty, and of theſe 
preliminary conſiderations on the fabjer, 
the end, and the diſpenſation of prophecy 
is, briefly, this, To. Inquire, whether any 
prophecies have been given—in what 
ſenſe they are reaſonably ts be interpreted 
Sand how far, and whether in any pro- 
per ſenſe, they have been fulfilled: to exa- 
mine them, in a word, by their own claims, 
and on the footing of their own pre- 
tenſions; that is, to argue on the ſup- 
poſition that they may be divine, till they 
can be evidently ſhewn to be otherwiſe, 
This is clearly to a& ſuitably to our 
own faculties; to keep within the ſphere 
cujus ignarum, aut ipſum, quod neſcias, fine aliqua pro- 
fiteri diffimulatione neſcire ? aut uter magis videtur ir- 
rifione eſſe digniſſimus vobis, qui ſibi ſcientiam nullam 
tenebroſæ rei alicujus aſſumit, an ille, qui retur ſe ex ſe 
apertiſſimè ſcire id, quod humanam tranſiliat notionem, 


et 188 ſit eæcis obſcuritati bus involutum ? 
| Arnobius, adv, Gen. |, ii. 
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of our duty; and to reap the proper be · 
nefit, whatever it be, of a ſober inquiry 
into the authority, and character, and 
accompliſhment of the N ſcrip- 


tures. 


All the reſt is he avi; and miſera- 


ble preſumption; ; equally repugnant to 


the cleareſt dictates of right reaſon, and 


to that reſpect which every ſerious man 
will think due to the ſubject, and to him: 
ſelf. 
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"i be auen of Feſus is the per * ; 
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T is very clear in what: manner com. 1 

mon ſenſe inſtructs us to proſecute all 
Inquiries into the divine conduct. Wile 
men callect, from what they ſee done in 
the ſyſtem of nature, ſo far as they are 
able to collect it, the intention of its 
author. They will conclude, in like man- 
ner, from what they find delivered in the 
ſyſtem of revelation, what the views and ; 
purpoſes of the revealer were. 

Prophecy, which makes ſo conſiderable oy: 
a part of that ſyſtem, muſt, therefore, be 


: its own * My meaning is, that, 
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ſetting aſide all preſumptuous imaginations 
of our own, we are to take our ideas of 


what prophecy ſhould be, from what, th 


fact, we find it to have been. If it be true 
(as the Apoſtle ſays, and as the thing itſelf 
ſpeaks) that the things of God knoweth no 


man but the ſpirit of God II, there cannot 


poſſibly be any way of acquiring right no- 
tions of prophecy, but by attending to 
what the ſpirit of prophecy hath revealed 


of itſelf. They, who admit the divine 


original of thofe ſcriptures, which atteff 
the reality, and alone, as they ſuppoſe, con- 
tain the records, of this extraordinary diſ- 
Penſation, are e than abſurd, are im- 
pious, if they deſert this principle. And 
they, who reject or controvert their claim 
to ſuch original, cannot, on any other prin- 
ciple, argue pbriipantly! againſt that diſ- 
ation.” 

In ſhort, believers: and 3 whe 

ther they would ſupport; or overturn, the 


8 fyſtem of prophecy, muſt be MY go" 


mM 1 Cor. 5 


7 


— ty 


yerned by the repreſentation n of Kid 
ſcripture. The former muſt not preſume, - 
on any other grounds, to aſſert the wiſdom 


and fitneſs of that ſyſtem : and the 7atter 


will then take a reaſonable method of dif- 
crediting, if by ſuch means they can dif- 
credit, the pretenſions of it. For, as to 
vindicate prophecy on any principles but 
its own, can do it no honour; ſo, to oppoſe 
!t on any other, can neither prejudice the 
cauſe itſelf, nor ſerve any reaſonable end of 
the oppoſer. | 
To ſcripture then we muſt go for all 
the information we would have concern- 
ing the 4% and intent of prophecy: and 
the text, to look no farther, will clearly re- 
veal this great ſecret to us. 
But, before we proceed to reuſher from 
the text, in which, as it is pretended, this | 
diſcovery i IS. made, it wil be neceſfary to 
explain its true me 

St. John, in this chapter of the Revela- 
tions, from which the text is taken, had 
been ſhewn We downfall of Babylon, and 
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the conſequent exaltation of the church, 
in its cloſeſt union with Chriſt, prefigured 
under the, Jewiſh. idea of a marriage. To : 
Jo delightful. a viſion, the Angel, in whoſe 
2 and by whoſe miniſtry, this ſcene 
of glory had been diſcloſed, ſubjoins this 
triumphant admonition — rite, ſays he; 
Bleſſed are they which are called to the mar- 
| riage of the Lamb. 2 000 are the true Joy 
ing of GO. 

The Apoſtle, ck with this phate 
addreſs, and contemplating with grateful 
admiration ſo joyful a ſtate of things, and 


the divinity of that fore-ſight by which it 


was predicted, falls down at the angels feet 
10 worſhip bim. But be ſaid unto me, See, 
thou do it not; I am thy fellow-ſervant, 
aud of thy brethren that have the teſtimony 
of Jeſus: worſhip God; for the enen 
of Jeſus is the ſpirit of prophecy. - 

The ſenſe is plainly. this: Direct * 
acknowledgment for this important diſco- 
very, and that religious adoration, which 
it inſpires, to God only who revealed it, 


ne 


* 
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and not to ne, who am but thy fellow- 
ſervant in this office of bearing teſtimony 
to Jeſus: F ſaid in bearing teſtimony to 
Jeſus; for know, that he ſpirit of prophecy, 
with which Jam endowed, and by which 
I am enabled to foretell theſe great things, 
is but, in other words, the teſtimom of 
Jeſus; it has no other uſe or end, but to 
do honour to him; the prophet, whether 
he be angel or man, is only the miniſter 
of God to bear witneſs to his Son; and 
his commiſſion ĩs ultimately directed to this 
one purpoſe of manifeſting the glories of 
his kingdom. In diſcharging this _ 


phetic office, which thou admireſt ſo much, 


Jam then but the witneſs of Jeſus, and 
ſo to be conſidered by thee in no other 
light than that of thy fellow- ſervant. 
It is evident from the expreſſion, thai 
the text was intended to give ſome ſpecial 
inſtruction to the Apoſtle, whoſe miſ⸗ 
guided worſhip afforded the occaſion of 
it. For, if the deſign had merely been 
to n the e concluſion — Warſbip 
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Cad the premiſes. need only have beeti 
Jam the ſervant of God, as well as thod 


Tor from theſe premiſes it had followed, 


that therefore God, and not the Angel, 
was to be worſhiped. But the premiſes 
are not ſimply, I am thy fellow-ſervant; 
but I am the fellow-ſervant of thoſs who 
bave the teſtimony of Feſus: which clauſe 
indeed infers the ſame concluſion, as the 
former; but, as not being neceſſary to in- 
fer it (for the concluſion had been juſt 


and complete without it) was clearly added 


to convey a preciſe idea of prophecy it- 
ſelf, as being wholly ſubſervient to Chriſt, 
and having no other uſe or deſtination, 
under its various forms. and in all the di- 
verſities of its adminiſtration, but to bear 


teſtimony to him. Therefore the Angel 


ſays emphatically, in explanation of that 
latter clauſe, For the teſtimony of Jeſus 
zs the ſpirit of propbecy — or, as the ſen- 
tence, in our tranſlation, ſhould have run, 
the order of its parts being inverted, For 
the ”— 4 e is 3 nen of Feſus. 


The. ire Idea of PrRopHECy. 3 
It may not be pretended that no more 


as meant. ay dhe text, than that ah par- 
ticular propheey, here delivered, was in 


atteſtation of Jeſus: for then it would 


have been expreſſed with that limitation. 


The terms, on the other hand, are ablo- 
late and indefinite the ſpirit of propbecy 


whence we cannot but conclude that pro- 
phecy, in general, is the * of the 


propoſition. 


We have here, a a remarkably — 


of intelligence conveyed to us (inciden- 
tally indeed conveyed, but nat therefore 
the leſs remarkable)- concerning the na- 
ture and genius. of prophecy. The text 


is properly a key put into our hands, to 


open to us the mylteries of that diſpen- 
ſation; which had in view ultimately the 
perſon of Chriſt and the various revolu- 


tions of his kingdom Te fpirit of pro- 
Phecy is, univerſally, the . of 


Tofu 


L Maglgia TY 109 the feſt {Many of, or concerning 


The 


hes vor lis ginn given h Jeſs 
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The expreſſion, as 1 have ſhewn, is s 0 
preciſe, as to Kan no reaſonable doubt of | 


The former appears to be the ſenſe, for the following L 
reaſons. | 

1. The point aſſerted, is, 1 That the Angel, who 
had delivered this illuſtrious prophecy, was be por 
fervant of Fohn, and not of John only, but of thoſe vis 
have the teſtimony of Feſus.” The proof is—for the ſpirit 
of prophecy is the teſtimony of Feſus —1. e. the end of 
prophecy is to bear "teſtimony, or, to do honour, to 
Jeſus; therefore, I, ſays the Angel, who am endowetl 
with this prophetic ſpirit, am but employed, as thou 
art: who, in thy character of Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, 
haſt received the ſame general commiffion, namely, to 
bear teſtimony, or to do honour, to Jeſus. See A4 „ 
42. We are, therefore, fellow-ſerwants, or joint labourefs 
in the ſame cauſe. All this is clear and well · reaſoned. 
But, now, take the words — the &/timony of Feſus — in 
the ſenſe of — the teftimony given by Feſus —and hoiv 
does the Angel's having the ſpirit of prophecy, prove him 
to be @ fellow-/ervant of Fohn? for the reaſon aſſigned 
will then ſtand thus for the ſpirit of prophecy is the 
teftimony which Feſus gives of himſelf, The inference is, 
that the Angel was a true prophet. Again: how is the - 
Angel proved, in this way, to be he fellow-/ervant of 
thoſe who have the teſtimony of Feſus? Why, thus; ; the 
Angel had the ſpirit of prophecy, and prophecy was the 
git of Chriſt; therefore he.was the fellow-ſervant of 

" who had the tate gift, i. e. who were prophets. 


its 
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its meaning. Vet it may further ſerve to 
Juſtify this n if we dein how 


Without doubt.” But why fo range a way « of proving 
ſo plain a point? It had been enough to ſay I ana 
prophet, as others are. Still, what was this to St. John? 
who, in this place, is not ſuſtaining the character of a 

_ prophet; for the worſhip he was inclined to pay the 
Angel was on account of the * _ what him- 

ſelf was not, a pr ophet. ET 


Turn it which way you will, the 1 is 8 of 


volous, or inconſequent. I conclude therefore, that not 
this, but the other interpretation 'gives the true a 
of — the teftimony of Feſus. : 
©2367 BO ſpeak of prophecy. under the idea of a 3 
to, or concerning Jeſus, is conforming to the truę ſerip- 
tural idea of that gift. Thus we are told that to him 
Ci. e. to Jeſus] give all the prophets witng . rurę erdilic 
gepr. Haglugdenv, Af; x. 43. Prophecy, therefore, 
being the thing here ſpoken of, is rightly called the 
_ teſtimony, or witneſs to, or concerning Jeſus, - - 
3. Laſtly, the conſtruction is fully juſtified, , 1, by 
obſerving, that. the genitive caſe [as here Inod] is fre- 
quently uſed in {cripture, not actively, but paſſively. 
See a variety of inſtances in Mede, p. 626, where he 
explains 88zoxaMat e: And 2. by referring the 
reader to the following paſſage of St. Paul, where the 
| very expreſſion of the text is ſo uſed ui 8 3 


d waghiginy, 18 Kugie zh elearly, be not aſhamed of 


| —_ teftimory to our Lord, 2 Tim, i. 8. and to 
Vox. I. i, D 1 exattly 
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34 | The true Idea of Porno HDH 
exactly it agrees wich all chat the Jewiſfz 


what Jeſus himſelf and his apoſtles alert 
was intended, by their predictions. 


\ 


propliets were underſtood: to intend, and 


It were endleſs to enumerate all the pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, which: have 


been e to Point at Jeſus : and the 
Rev. i. 9, where the Apoſtle tells us, eee 


of Patmos — & 78 Avyor Oe, x} d Thy wapleiar 
"Thos Ng on account of his Paving been faithful in 
preaching the «word of God, and in bearing teflimony to 
Feſus Chriſt==and' ſtill more plainly, if poſſible, and in- 
dubitably, by referring him to Rev. xii. 17. where, 
ſpeaking of the Dragon,- he ſays, he went in wrath to 
make war on thoſe, -<ubich eep the commandments of Gan, 
and hate the teflimony of Feſus Cpriſ.— rd. rapbilun Ta; 
zog r Ord, iiur wadlviar 79 I K: for 


theſe objects of the Dragon's fury are properly, 11x 


WITNESS ES, thoſe faithful ſervants of truth, who ſuf- 
fered for the courageous and-perſevering.t/fimony, they 
gave, in evil times, to Jeſus Cbriſt, and to e re- 
ion. 8 #0 
On the whole, there m—— ee and of 


the interpretation, here given of this famous text. The 


eapreſſton fairly admits this interpretation; and (what 
the true. . will regard moſt) the ſcope of the place, 
or pertinence of the FED en t. ons 


ET WIE 
AINTREE | | Ss - eontro- 
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controverſy concerning the a plication of 
ſome prophecies to him may be thought dif- 
ficult. But it is very certain that the Jews, 
before. the coming of Chriſt, gave this con- 
ſtruction to their feriptures: they even 
looked beyond the letter of their ſacred 
books, and conteived' the teftimony of the 
_ Meſſiah to be the ſoul and end of the com- 
mandment. The foirit of prophecy was ſo 
firmly believed to intend that Zeftimuny, that 
the expectation was general of ſome fuch 
| perfon,. as Jeſus, to appear among them, 
and at- the very time in which he made 
his appearance; This, 1 fay, is an un- 
doubted fad, what account ſoever may be 
given of it, and ſo far evinces that the 
principle, delivered in the text, correſponds 
entirely to the idea which the fathers enter- 
rained of the prophetic RR 52 
Next, Jeſus himſelf appeals to the 7 
of prophecy, as bearing witneſs to his per- 
fon and diſpenſation. Search the Scriptures, 
| fays he to the Jews, for in them ye think Je 
Love ann life, and they are they whith 
D 2 Hhify 
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15 1% of ME [#]. Two. things are obſervable ; 
in theſe words. 1. If the Jews thought 


they had eternal life in their ſcriptures, 
they muſt needs have underſtood them in 


a ſpiritual ſenſez for the letter of them 
taught no ſuch thing: and 1 know not 
what - other ſpiritual ſenſe, that ſhould lead 
them to the expeQation of eternal life, they 
could put on their ſcriptures, but that pro- 
phetic, or typical ſenſe, which reſpected 
the Meſſiah. 2. Jeſus here expreſsly aſſerts, 
chat their ſcriptures teſtified of bim. How 
generally. they did ſo, he explained at large 

in that renfarkable converſation with two 
of his diſciples, after his reſurrection, when, 
beginning at Moſes and ALL the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in ALL ihe a 
the things concerning himſelf [o]. 5 
The Apoſtles of Jeſus are 3 and 
large in the ſame appeal to the ſpirit of 
prophecy. 2oſe things, ſays St. Peter to 
the Jews, which God had ſhewed by the 
| aus ＋ ALL bis nen that Core Hog 


07 John v. 30 Be le! Like XX1V, 27. 
fuſer as 


\ 
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25 ALL the is ps Semin mon 3 
that follow after, as nam as bave ſpoken, 
; 2 likewiſe foretold of theſe days [gl. 
St. Paul ſeems to haye compoſed: fome 
entire epiſtles [7], with the view of ſhewing 
that Chriſt was prefigured in the Law itſelf, - 
and that He was, in truth, the ſubſtance 
of the whole Jewiſh diſpenſation. So 
thoroughly, according to him, did the 
ſpirit of prophecy pervade that ſyſtem, and 
ſo clearly did it bear teſtimony to [Jeſus ! 
Whence, in his apology before Agrip- 
pa, we find him aſſerting of the whole 
Chriſtian doctrine, that be ſaid none other 
things than thoſe which the en 2 


Uh: ſes did ſay OW come . 27 


1 Acts! ni. 18. NN 10 *t 
Iq] Acts iii. 24. gee alſo Acts x. 43 2 

[7] See eſpecially the * to the Hebrews, and 
Galatians. 


' [5] Acts xxvi. 22. See ane A .3 xxviii. * 7 
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- More citations cannot be neceſſary on ſo⸗ 
plah a point. And I bring theſe to ſnew, 


not the truth of the principle itſelf (which 
is not now under conſideration) but- the 
- certainty of the interpretation, here given 
to the text. For I make it ſay no more 


(though 1 it ſays it indeed more preciſely) 


than the ſcriptures themſelves were under- 


food by the Jews to ſay, and are repre- 
ſented by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, as at- 
ſaying, when I affirm its ſenſe to be, 
2 the ſcope and end of prophecy was 


the teſtimony of Jeſus.” £ 


On this principle, then, we are to regu- 


late all our reaſonings on the ſubject of 
prophecy. They who maintain, and they 


who would confute, its pretenſions, muſt 


equally go on this ſuppoſition. If the | 


ſyſtem of prophecy can be juſtified, or ſo 


far as it can be juſtified, on theſe grounds, 


the defence muſt be thought folid and ſatiſ- 
factory 3 becauſe thoſe grounds are not 


arbitrarily aſſumed, but are ſuch as that 
ſtem irſelf acknowledges, On the con- 


trary, 


* 


\ 
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trary, whatever advantage may be fairly 
taken of thoſe grounds to diſcredit pro- 
— muſt needs be allowed, for the ny 
Again: On the n 4 chat 
8 of divine inſpiration, there can 
be no preſumption in arguing from the 
grounds, here ſuppoſed, in favour of pro- 
phecy. Becauſe, though all concluſions 
from a principle of human invention, muſt 
be hazardous and raſh, yet from a princi- 
ple of divine authority, many ſober and 
Juſt inferences may be drawn. For it is 
one thing, to diſcover a principle, and 
n 


it. | 

On the other king, the unbelover, 
_ who regards the whole ſyſtem of prophecy 
as of human invention, muſt yet be al- 
lowed to argue pertineatly from the ſame 
q ; becauſe they are the proper 
grounds of that ſyſtem : his arguments 
may be rightly formed, though the princi- 
ple, from which he argues, appear to 
DI 65 We him 


: * 
- 
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him of no authority. The rules of logic | 
will indeed oblige him to argue on that 
principle; for, otherwiſe, he combats, not 
his adverſary's poſition, but a n of 
his own raiſing. EET 

" Having premiſed aha! . ooneem - 

ing the right interpretation of the text, 
and the important relation it bears to the 
preſent ſubject, I ſhould now proceed 
to inquire what concluſions naturally and 
fairly reſult from it. For from this aſ- 

1 ſumption, | that Jeſus is the end of prophecy, 
it will, I think, follow very | evidently, 
that the greater part of thoſe” objections 
which make ſo much noiſe, and are ſo con- 
fidently urged, on the ſubject 0 prophecy, 
have no force at all in them. 

But, before we enter on n taſk, it 
may be uſeful to conſider more particu- 
a what the assuMED PRINCIPLE itſelf 
is, and to pauſe a while in atv 
of this idea, —_ 

mie tert, a.. l h and in 
fall conſonance with the tenor of the ſa- 
cred 
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cred writings, implies this fact—that Pro- 
phecy in general (that is, all the prophe- 
cies of Yor Old and New Teſtament) hath ' / 
its ultimate accompliſhment in the _ | 


and diſpenſation of Jeſus. 

But now, if we look into thoſe wri- 
tings, we find, 1. That prophecy is of a 
prodigious extent; that it commenced from 
the fall of man, and reaches to the con- 


ſummation of all things: that, for many 
ages, it was delivered darkly, to few per- 


ſons, and with large intervals from the date 


of one prophecy to that of another; but, 
at length, became more clear, more fre- 
quent, and was uniformly carried on in 
the line of one people, ſeparated from the 
reſt of the world, among other reaſons aſ- 


ſigned, for this principally, to be the re- 
poſitory of the divine oracles: that, with 
ſome | intermiſſion, the ſpirit of prophecy 
ſubſiſted among that people, to the coming 
of Chriſt: that He himſelf and his Apo- 
ſtles exerciſed this power in the moſt con- 
W * and left behind them 
may 


OR cena oh. : — - - = = \ 
r r 9 
4 ts 7 = * oc — x 4 
22 * > oh 6 


— 


* 
FL 
: 
* 
1 
1 
Tf 
4! 
4 T 
1H; 
1 
45 174 
5 N 
+ 
J. 
. J 
4 


_—_— rr 59 
- F l l wt" are #60 pee 2s eres 
0 * 
. STE EE . A .. Y * 
N 2 4 , 2 — 
2—2—. Mm r "Ks \ 
— * * % 
St. W ns hays g ry dicks b 


- 17 

8 19 
10 Wl 
Mi 
4 1 
9 
5 
4 
+ . 
! G 

. 


x 
* 
» * 
1 5 
94 4 
* 
N 
1 - 
« 
ec. * J 
= 7 
T. i 
4 & 
£444 
a; 
a FE: 
3% 
4.8 
af ©£ 
, ” 
i 
* 
* T 
- Ms. 
WF £&z- 
* 
V. 
be 
- 
þ 
iS: 
* 
$4 
* A 
"> 
1 
* 
1. 
4 
9 
4 
. 
- 
- 


4s The true Idea of Phopmecy. 
many prediCtions, recorded in the books 
of the New Teſtament, which profeſs: to 
reſpect very diſtant events, and even run 
out to the end of time, or, in St. John's 
_ expreſſion, to that period, n the maſtery 
- of God ſhall be perfeBed(t]. © 
2. Further, beſides the extent of this 
prophetic ſcheme, the dignity of the Per- 
Jon, whom it concerns, deſerves our conſi- 
deration. He is deſcribed in terms, which 
excite the moſt auguſt and magnificent 
ideas. He is ſpoken of, indeed, ſometimes 
as being the ſeed of the woman, and as the 
Jon of man; yet ſo as being at the fame 
time of more than mortal extraction. He 
is even repreſented to us, as being r 
to men and angels; as far above all prin- 
cipality and power, above all that is ac- 
counted great, whether in heaven or in 
earth; as the word and wiſdom of God; 
as the eternal San of the Father; as the 
NO of all wan by whom he made the 


4 | 4 | 54 Rev. x. Fo | Fa ; | | 
| | worlds; 


9 
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worlds; as the brightneſs of his glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon. 55 

We have no words to denote greater 
ideas, than theſe: the mind of man cannot 
elevate itſelf to nobler conceptions. - Of 
ſuch tranſcendent worth and excellence is 
that Jeſus ſaid to be, to whom all the 
prophets bear witneſs! 

3. Laſtly, the declared purpoſe, for which 
the Meſſiah, prefigured by ſo long a train 
of prophecy, came into the world, cor- 
reſponds to all the reſt of the repreſenta- 
tion. It was not to deliver an oppreſſed 
nation from civil tyranny, or to erect a 1 
_ great civil empire, that is, to atchieve one iM 
of thoſe acts, which hiſtory accounts moſt 4 
| heroic. No: it was not a mighty 19 1 Fol 
Viktor people — , 1 
NM res Romanæ perituraque Tegiig =" 


| that was worthy to enter into the con- 
templation of this divine perſon. It was | 
another and far ſublimer purpoſe, which 9 
_ Hz came to accompliſh z; a purpoſe, in : 1 { 


. compariſon of which, all our policies are 
poor 


: 
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poor and little, and all the performances 
of man as nothing, It was to deliver a 


world from ruin; to aboliſh fin and death ; | 


to purify an Immortalize human nature; 


and thus, in the moſt exalted ſenſe of the | 


words, to be the Saviour of all men, and 


the bleſſing of all nations. 


There is no exaggeration in this account, 


1 deliver the undoubted ſenſe, if not e 
the very words of ſcripture. 


. Conſider then to what this pie d | 


tion amounts. Let us unite the ſeveral 
parts of it, and bring them to a point, A 
ſpirit of prophecy pervading all time cha- 
= racterizing one perſon, of the higheſt dig- 


nity — and proclaiming the accomplifn- 


i ment of one purpoſe, the moſt beneficept, 


the moſt divine, that imagination itſelf can 
projet Such is the ſcriptural delineation, 
whether we will receive it or no, of that 


ceconomy, which we call Prophetic ! 


And now then (if we muſt be reaſon- 


ing from our ideas of fit and right, to the 


rectitude of the divine conduct) let me aſk, 


* 


the true tes of Proprincy. 43 


in one word, whether, on the ſuppoſition : 
that it ſhould ever. pleaſe the moral Go- 
vernor of the world to reveal himſelf by 
prophecy. at all, we can conceive him to 
do it, in a manner, or for ends, more wot- 

y of him? Does not the extent of the 

cheme correſpond to our beſt ideas of 
that infinite Being, to whom all duration 
is but a point, and to whoſe view all time 
is equally preſent? Is not the oljec of this 
ſcheme, the Lamb of God that was ſlain 
from the foundation.of the world, worthy, 
in our conceptions, of all the honour that 
can be reflected upon him by fo vaſt and 
ſplendid an ceconomy'? Is not the end 'of 
this ſcheme ſuch as we ſhould think moſt | 
fit for ſuch a ſcheme of prophecy to pre- 
dict, and for ſo divine a perſon to accom- 
pliſn? 

You ſee, every thing here-is of a piece 1 
all the parts of this diſpenſation are aſto- 
niſhingly great, and Fee * harmonize 
WR each other, . 


Me, 


———— 
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46 The true Idea f PrRopHECY, 
We, who admit the divinity of thoſe 
records, which repteſent to us this ſtate of 
things, cannot but be infinitely affected 
with it: ſince, in that caſe, we only con- 
template an e e fact, in this repre- 
ſentation. And it ſhould further ſeem 
that even thoſe, who queſtion that autha- 
"rity of ſcripture, muſt, if they be ingenu- 
ous, confeſs themſelves ſtruct by a repre- | 
fentation at once ſo ſublime and conſiſtent; 
They require; on all occaſions, to have 
reaſons of what they call Janeſs, in the di- 
vine conduct, pointed out to them: Can 
they overlook them here, where they are 
fo obvious and fo convincing ? At tkaſt, 
the credibility of ſach a ſcheme, as that of 
prophecy is in Scripture repreſented to be, 
appears not, fo far as we have hitherto 
conſidered it, to be oppoſed or leſſened in 
any degree by our natural prejudices ; by 
the beſt notions, I mean, which we can 
frame on this ſubject; but is, indeed, 
much Rtrengthened and confirmed by them, | 
7 On 


Ef 
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Preſented to us, I enlarge no farther, at 
preſent, than juſt to make ons general 
obſervation; It is this: That the argu- 
ment from propheey is not to be formed 
from the conſideration of ſingle prophe- 
eies, but from all the prophecies taken 
together, and conſidered as making one 
ſyſtem; in which, from the mutual de- 
pendance and connection of its parts, pre- 


ceding prophecies prepare and illuſtrate 
thoſe. which follow, and theſe, again, 


reflect light on the foregoing': juſt as, 
in any philoſophical ſyſtem, that Which 
ſhews the ſolidity of it, is the harmony 
and correſpondence of the whole; not 
the application af * in urn in- 
Ane es 
Hence, cthongh the evidicce be bye 
ſmall, from the completion of any one pro- 
phecy, taken ſeparately, yet, that evidence 
being always ſomething, the amount of 
the whole e reſulting from a great 
Alger 
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number of prophecies, all relative to the 
ſame deſign, may be conſiderable; like 
many ſcattered rays, which, though each 
de weak in itfelf, yet, concentred into one 
point, ſhall form a ſtrong light, and ſtrike 
the ſenſe very powerfully. Still more: 
chis evidence is not ſimply a growing evi- 
dence, but is indeed multiplied upon us, 
from the number of reflected lights, which 
the ſeveral component parts of ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem reciprocally throw upon each : till, at 
length, the conviction riſe into a high = | 
Sree of moral certainty. 8 
It hath been ſaid indeed, of this bene 
or way of conſidering prophecy, that it is 
an imaginary ſcheme, of which there is not 
- the leaſt trace in any of the four Goſpels; and 
that it even contradifts the whole evidence of 
propbecy, as it was underſtood and unn & | 
. the Apoſtles and evangeliſts u]. " mf 
But what, is there no trace of this 
ſcheme in the Goſpel, when Jeſus himſelf 


[La] Dx. MippLETrox's Works, vol. III. p. T 37. 
London, 17555 4to, 
began 


: ; 


81-1 
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'bogan: at. Moſes and the prophets, and ex- 
pounded to his diſciples] in ALL the ſcrip- 
tures the things concerning himſelf ? Is this 
ſcheme contradictory to the evidence of 
prophecy, as underſtood” by the Apoſtles, 
when St. Peter argued with the Jews from 
what God had ſpoken by the mouth. 10 ALL. 
Bis prophets, ſince the world began? + | 
Ils not here a ſeries of prophecies, ex- 
preſsly referred to, as running up not only 
to the times of Moſes ſ w], but to the be- 
ginning of the world? And is not this 
ſeries argued from, as conſtituting one en- 
tire ſyſtem of prophecy, and as affording 
an evidence diſtinct from that which ariſes 
from the conſideration of each prophecy, 
takes ſingly and by itſelf ? | 
But Jeſus and his Apoſtles, oſtally, 
applied the prophecies Jingly and e 


Ta) Though by: Myr, is FIRE meant, not FOR pro- 
Phecies of Moſes only, but the books of Moſes, con- 
taining thoſe former prophecies, which, as St. Peter 


e delivered, face the world began, 


— 
S 4 
- Om 9 At L IR as gd 45 


en tack tht ace. many Arent _— , 


for the general-#ruth of the GoſpeB Fx}. © 
Could they do otherwiſe, when the occa· ta 
ſions offered, in the courſe of their miniſtry, 
to which thoſe prophecies were to be ap- 
plied ? Or, could they do better, in their 
diſcourſes to the people, to whom the ar- 
gument from ſingle prophecies would be 
more familiar, than that complicated one, 
ariſing from a whole ſyſtem? Does it 
follow; becauſe the prophecies were applied 
ſingly, that therefore they might not with 
good reaſon be applied ſyſtematically; or 
that they may not now be fo applied, 
When we have to do with thoſe, who are 
capable of entering into this ſort of argu- 
mentation? Will it be ſaid that, becauſe 


he moral precepts of the Goſpel are de- 


livered fingly, there is therefore no ſuch 
thing as a ſyſtem of morality, or that 
the ſubject may not be treated with pro- 
Priety, and with advantage We in that 


form! 4 . 2910 
oe, 1 x * en 
* a : | ; 


11 Ds. 8 p. 13% 


On Orr >a] the : prophecies of the 

old and New. Teſtament, having clearly 

all the qualities of what we call a ſyſtem, 

that is, conſiſting of many particulars, de- 

pendent on each other, and intimately 
connected by their reference to a common 3 

end, there is no reaſon why they may not 

be conſidered in this light; and there ies 

great reaſon why they ſhould be ſo co. 

ſidered, ſince otherwiſe, on many c __ © 

ſions, we ſhall not do juſtice to the ä Z 9 
memt̃ 8 * 

To return then to the text (kink im- 

plies the exiſtence and uſe of ſuch a ſyſtem) 

and to conclude with it. The ſpirit of pro- 
pbecy is the teſtinom of Feſus. This an- 

gelic information preſents, at firſt ſight, an 

idea ſtupendous indeed, but, on ſuch a 

ſubject, ſuitable enough to our expeCta- 
tions. It offers no violence to the na- 

tural ſenſe of the human mind; but, on 

the contrary, bath every thing i in it to en- 
2 our belief and veneration. 
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ſuppole, to the 


prehenſion and further vindication of pro- 
phecy) may be drawn from that i 
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Ti ” 28 of Teſus is the Pirit 7 


Fame 


f 


be, when built on no better grounds than 


thoſe of human fancy and conjecture. 
The text ſupplies us with a principle, as 


che believe, of divine authority; às all muſt 


confeſs, of ſcriptural authority; that is, 
of the ſame authority as that on which 


prophecy itſelf ſtands. 


This principle has been explained. at 


large. It affirms that Jeſus, whoſe perſon 


and character and hiſtory are ſufficiently 


known 


E 


Conclufions from the: true Idea of 
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WI kw ſeen how onecarions all our 
reaſonings on divine prophecy muſt 
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known from the books of ſcri pture, is the | 
end and object of the n ſyſtem, con- 


TE tained in thoſe books. u A 


We- are now at Abel to reaſon ffom 
this principle. Whatever concluſions are 
fairly drawn from it, muſt to the "believer; 


appear, as certain truths z muſt to the un- 


believer appear, as very proper illuſtrations | 


of that principle. _ 4 
In general, if diEuleics can be mm. ; 


by: purſuing and applying ſcrigtural princiꝰꝰ 


ples, they are fairly removed: and the re- 
moval of every ſuch difficulty, on theſe 


grounds, muſt be a preſumption i in favour 


af that ſyſtem, whether we call it of Pro- 


phecy,. or Revelation, which is thus found 5 
to carry its own vindication with it. 
From the principle of the text may, I 


think, be deduced, among others, the 


following concluſions; all of them tend- 
ing to clear the ſubject of prophecy, and” 
to obviate ſome or other of thoſe ob- | 


jections, Which Prejudiced or haſty mea. 


er have Been diſpoſed t to make 96K, 2 
e n 1. he 
BUR 8 CE 7 


elne of ere Ay 
I. My firſt concluſion” is, That, on 


che idea of ſuch a ſeheme of prophecy, as 
the text ſuppoſes, a conſiderable: degree of 
obſcurity may be reaſonably expected to 
attend the e na The divine On 
an? n . 
There are ral: rains W ſhew 
char Prophecy; as ſuch, will moſt proba- 
_ bly be thus delivered. For inſtance, it has 
been obſerved, that, as the completion of 
prophecy-is left, for the moſt part, to the 
inſtrumentality of free agents, if the cir- 
cumſtances of the event were: predicted 
with the utmoſt preciſion, either human 
lüberty muſt be reſtrained z or human ob- 
ſtinacy might be tempted to form, the 
abſurd indeed, but criminal purpoſe, of 
teracting the prediction. On the con- 
trary, by throwing ſome part of the pre- 
dicted event into ſnade, the moral faculties 
of the agent have their proper play, and 
the guilt of an intended oppoſition to the 
will of heaven is avoided: This reaſon 
_ to have its weight: and many qthets , 
e WE ä 2 


38 Concluſions from the: trur 

might ſtill be mentioned. But I argue, at 
preſent, from the particular rann under 
conſideration. 
An immenſe i of 1 was 

ultimately deſigned to bear teſtimony to 
the perſon and fortunes of Jeſus, But Jeſus 
was not himſelf to come, till what is 
called the /aft. age of the world, nor all the 
Purpoſes of his coming to be fully accom- 
4 ang till the end of that age. 5 

Now, whatever reaſons might oe it 
| fit. in the view of infinite wiſdom, to defer 
the execution of this ſcheme to ſo diſtant a a 
period, may. probably be conceived to make 
at fit, that the delivery: of it ſhould be pro- 
portionably dark and ohſcure. A certain 
degree of light, we will ſay, was to be 
communicated from the date of the pro- 
phecy: but it is very conceivable that the 
ages nearer the completion of it, might be 
more immediately concerned in the event 
predicted; and that, till ſueh time ap- 
proached, it might be convenient to leave 
- er in a gopd 8858 of . 
e 


„ 
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The fact anſwers to this preſumption. 
Prophecies of very remote events, remote, 
1 mean, from the date of the prediction, 
are univerſally the moſt obſcure. As the 
ſeaſon advanced for their accompliſhment, 
they are rendered more clear: either freſh 
prophecies are given, to point out the time, 
and other circumſtances, more determi- 
nately; or the completion of ſome pro- 
Phecies affords new light for the interpre- 
tation of others, that are unfulfilled. Yet 
neither are we to conceive that thoſe friſs 
prophecies, or this new light removes all ob- 
ſcurity: enough is ſtill left to prevent or 
diſappoint the efforts of Preſumption; and 
only ſo much additional clearneſs is be- 
ſtowed on the prophecy, as the revealer 
ſaw fit to indulge to thoſe who lived nearer 
the time of its completion. 

But this is not all: By looking into chat 
plan of providence, which reſpects Jeſus, - 
and the ends to be accompliſhed by him, 
as it is drawn out in the ſacred writings, 
we nd a ins reaſon for the — 


rity 


rity. of the: | ies eee to _ 
: "We: chown find Se ew) hint bande or- 
1 N der of the divine councils, that, between 
the firſt dawnings of revelation and the 
fuller light of the Goſpel, an intermediate 
and very ſingular œconomy, yet ſtill pre- 
paratory to that of Jeſus, Mould be inſti- 
tuted. - This; ceconomy (for reaſons, which 
it is not to our preſent purpoſe to deduce, 
and for ſome, no doubt, which we ſnould 
in vain attempt to diſcover) was to con- 
tinue for many ages, and while it con- 
tinued, was to be had in honour among 
that people, for whom it was more imme- 
diately deſigned. But now the genius of 
thoſe two diſpenſations, the Jewiſh, I mean, 
and the Chriſtian, being wholly different; 
the one, carnal, and enforced by temporal 
ſanctions only, the other, ſpiritual, and 
eſtabliſhed on better promiſes, the prophets, 
who lived under the former of theſe diſ- 
penſations (and the greater part of thoſe, 
* a of — lived under i 


4 


 ceconomyz..as not to. diſgrace, the 


They were to reſpect che Lam, even while; = 


they announced the :Goſpel, which was, in, 


due time, to ſuperſede it );. 
So much, we will ſay, was to be Sho: 


: 2. of Props nova -> 
were of counts ſo to predict the OA 


vered as might erect the thoughts of men 


towards ſome better ſcheme of things, 
hereafter to be introduced; certainly ſo 


much, as might ſufficiently evince the di- 
vine intention in that ſcheme, when. it. 


ſhould, actually take place; but not enough | 


to indiſpoſe them towards that Nate of dil-, 


_ cipline, pager e yoke. of which they were. 
then held. Fram this double purpoſe, 


would e reſult that character, in the 
prophecies concerning the new diſpenſa · 
tion, which we find impreſſed upon them; 
and Which St. Peter well deſcribes, when 


he ſpeaks of them, as diſpenſing a light in- 


deed, but a light ſhining in @ dark place. 
Upon the whole, the delivery of pra- 
phecy ſeems well ſuited to that diſpenſa- 


DJ] D. L. Vol. v. p. 218, London, 1765, 
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tion which it was given to atteſt. If the 
object in view had been one ſingle event, 
to be accompliſhed all at once, it might 
perhaps be expected that the prophecies 
concerning it would have been clear and 
preciſe. But, if the ſcheme of Chriſtianity 
be what the ſcriptures repreſent it to be, a 
ſcheme, commencing from the foundation 
of the world, and unfolding itſelf by juſt 
degrees through a long ſucceſſion of ages, 
and to be fully accompliſhed only at the 


conſummation of all things, propbecy, which 
was given to attend on that ſcheme, and to 


furniſn a ſuitable atteſtation to it, muſt 


needs be ſuppoſed to adapt irſelf to the na- 


ture of the diſpenſation; that is, to have 
different degrees of clearneſs or obſcurity 


according to its place in the general ſyſtem; 


and not to diſcloſe more of it, or in clearer 
terms, at one period, than might conſiſt 
with the various ends of wiſdom which 
were to be ſerved by the gradual opening 
of ſo vaſt and intricate a ſcene, 


ANOTHER - 
* 


Hea'of Phoytiney, Of 


Axor circumſtance, of affinity with 
this, is apt to ſtrike us, in the contempla- 
tion of the ſcriptural prophecies. There is 
reaſon to- believe that more than one ſenſe 
Was purpoſely. incloſed in ſome of them; 
and we find, in fact, that the writers of the 
New Teſtament give to many of the old 
prophecies an interpretation very different 
and remote from that which may be rea- 
ſonably thought the primary and immediate 
view of the prophets themſelves. This is 
what Divines call the pousLE sENSR of 
prophecy: by which they mean an accom- 
pliſhment of it in more events than one; 
in the ſame ſyſtem indeed: but at diſtant 
intervals, and under different Parts of chat 
ſyſtemn. = 
Now, as ſalpicious. 4 e = 
may appear, at firſt ſight, it will be found, vi 
on inquiry, to be exactly ſuited to that idea 
of prophecy which the text gives us of it, 
as being, from the firſt, and all along, in⸗ 
tended to bear 7. eftimony to Feſus. For 
from that idea I conclude again, : 


H. That 
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It hath been before obſerved, That, 
tween the earlier notices concerning Jeſus, 
and the advent of that 


— 


-» — ln hee 


II. („ That pr 


And where is the wonder that, if pro- = 
-ptacy was prin to atteſt the coming of 
: Jeſus and the diſpenſation to be erected b 


him, it ſhould occaſionally, in every ſtage 


of it, reſpect its main purpoſe; and, though 


the immediate object be ſome other, it 
mould never loſe ſight of that, in e 8 
Jes was n to and its ee 


"end? 1 „„ 
be- bs. 


great perſon, it 
ſeemed good to infinite Villa? (I ſpeak in 

terms, ſuited to the repreſentation of ſerip- 
ture) to inſtitute the intermediate ceconony 

of the Jewiſh Law. Among other pro- 
viſions for the adminiſtration of this Law, 
| Prophecy was one; and, upon its own pre · 
tenſions, a neceſſary one; for the govern- 
ment claims to be ſtrictly theocratical; and 
the people, to be governed by it, were to 
be made ſenſible, at every ſtep, that it was 


0 ſo. 
2 ; bo . 


F 


hecies of Sideudle tal 1 ; 
-may well be expected in ſuch a ſcheme. _ 


0. Therefore the intereſting - ve ts. in 
their civil hiſtory were to be regarded by 


them, as coming within the cogniſance, . #3 


lying under the controul, of their divine 


-governour: to which end, a race of en 


were leeren raiſed up among them to 
give them warning of thoſe events, and, 
by this divine foreſight of what was ſeen 
to be accompliſhed in their hiſtory, to af- 


ford a clear conviction, that they were, in 


fact, under that peculiar goverument. 


Add to this, that the Zaw itſelf, ſo. —8 


derfully conſtructed, was but a part, in- 


deed the rudiments, of one great ſcheme; 
was given, not for its .own. fake, but to 


make way for a ſtill nobler and more ge⸗ 


nerous inſtitution; was, in truth, 4 prepa- 


ratory ſtate of diſcipline, or pedagogy, as 


St. Paul terms it, to bring the eee of | 


it, in due time, to'Chrif [2]. Gb: 
| Jeſus then, the object of the earlieſt pro- 
"PR was not.overlooked in this follow- 


4 Gal. ill, 7 —5 reg adele 5 ren, i 
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ing nen 43; Which was, indeed, Us 
ſtinct with preſages of that divine perſon. 
It gave the ſhadow of - good things to come, 
bat the body was , Chriſt [a]. The legal 
prophets, in like mannery while they. were 


fa] Coloſl. i Il, #7. | Hence, gt. Aultin affirms rounds 
ly, That, to ſuch as conſider the genius of the re- 
« vealed ſyſtem, the Old Teſtament muſt appear a con- 
i tinued propheey of the New. Vetus . 7; efeanientum, 
rectè ſentientibus, PROPHETIA H Novi Teftamenti [contre 
Fauflum, I. xv.]: and St. Jerom ſpeaks of it as a ge- 
nerally-received maxim, That it is the manner bf 
& ſacred ſcripture, to deliver, beforehand; the truth of 


« futurity, in types —bunc re morem ſeripturæ ſans 


ut futurorum weritatem præmittat, in vis [Hieron. 
T. III. 1127.1 know, that the antient Fathers, and 
from them many moderns, bave expoſed themſelves to 
much and deferved cenſure, by purſuing this principle 
too minutely and ſuperſtitiouſly, in their myſtical and 
allegorical comments on the Jewiſh ſcriptures. But 
men of ſenſe will conſider; that a principle is not there - 
fore to be rejected, becauſe it has been abuſed. For 
inſtance, that the Paſſover was inſtitated with a re- 
ference to tlie ſacrifice of Chriſt, that the paſchal Lamb 
was, in the language of St. Aſtin, a prophecy, or, iti 
that of St: Jerom, a type, of the lamb of God, will ſeem 
highly credible to one who conſiders the aptneſs of the - 
© correſpondence in two related parts of the ſaine ſyſtem : 
But, that the famous Lay i in Deuteronomy, concerning 
imme 


* 


1 
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i oi and perhaps de. 


lieved themſelves to be ſolely employed, 
in predicting the occurrences of the Jewiſh 

ſtate, were at the ſame time, preluding, as 
it were, to the perſon and diſpenſation of 
Jeſus; the holy ſpirit, which inſpired them, 
bearing out their expreſſion, and enlarging 
their conceptions, beyond the worth and 


ſize of thoſe objects, which came Midas 
in their view, _ 

the marriage of a broad widow, was' 1 
rypical of the duty, incumbent on the miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to eſpouſe the widdwed church of Chriſt, is 
certainly much leſs clear, and will ſcarcely be admitted / 
even on the authority of St. Auſtin. Hoc ipfum—- 
quod uxorem fratris ad hoc frater juſſus eſt ducere, ut 
non ſibi, ſed illi ſobolem ſuſcitaret, ejuſque vocaret 
nomine, quod inde naſceretur: quid aliud in figure 
præmonſtrat, niſi quia unuſquiſque Evangelii prædieator 
ita debet in Eccleſia laborare, ut defuncto fratri, hoc et 
Chriſto, ſuſeitet ſemen, qui pro nobis mortuus eſt, et 
quod ſuſcitatum fuerit, ejus nomen accipiat? Contr, 
 Fauſtum |. 32.— St. Auſtin might, perhaps, fay for 
himſelf, that he bad an exainple of this praftice in the 
myſtical comments of St. Paul: it may be ſo : but an 
example, followed without. warrant, in this inſtance, b 
the learned F ather, and, not improbably, ill und 
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66 "Concluſions from the trut 
There is nothing in this account of pro- 
pbecy, but what falls in with our beſt ideas 
of the divine wiſdom ; intently proſecut- 
ing one entire ſcheme; and directing the 
conſtituent parts of it to the general pur- 
pPoſe of his providence, at the ſame time 
TE each ſerves to accompliſh its own, © 
This double, or ferondary ſenſe of pro- 
nies was fo far from giving offence to 
- Lord Bacon, that he fpeaks of it with ad- 


miration, as one ſtriking argument of its 
Divinity. In ſorting the prophecies of ſcrip» 


ture with their events (a work much deſired 
by this wife author, and intended by this 
Lecture) we muſt allow, ſays he, for that 
latitude which is agreeable and familiar unto 
divine prophecies, being of the nature of the” 
 euthor, with whom a thonſand years are but 
as one day; and therefore they are not ful- 
Filled puniFually at once, but have ſpringing and 
germinant accompliſhment throughout many 
ages, though the height, or Re of _ 
- Oy refer o ſome one age[b]. 
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But, that we may not miſtake; or per- 
vert, this fine obſervation of our great phi- 


loſopher, it may be Proper to take notice, 


that the reaſon of it holds in ſuch prophe- 
cies only as reſpe& the ſeveral ſucceſſive 


parts of one ſyſtem; which, being inti- 


mately connefted together, may be ſuppoſed 


to come within the view and contempla- 
tion of the ſame prophecy : whereas, it 


would be endleſs, and one ſees not on what 
grounds of reaſon we are authorized, to 
look out for the accompliſhment of pro- 
phecy in any caſual unrefated events of 
general hiſtory. The Scripture ſpeaks of 
prophecy, as reſpecting Jeſus, that is, as 
being one connected ſcheme of providence, 
of which the Jewiſh diſpenſation makes a 
part: ſo that here we are led to expect 
that ſpringing and germinant accompli fpomem, 
which is mentioned. But had the Jewiſh 

Law been complete in itſelf, and totally 
unrelated to the Chriftian, the general 
principle — that a thouſand years are with 
k God but as one day would no more juſtify 
x us 
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double, 
f. ubordinate event in terms that empbati- 
cally repreſent the diſtant and more conſi- 


3 * - 


65 Sue PARK the true 
us in extending. a Jewiſh... prophecy to 


Chriſtian events, becauſe perhaps it was 


eminently fulfilled 1 in them, than it would 


| juſtify us in extending it to any other ſig- 


nally correſponding events whatſoever. It 
is only when the prophet hath one uniform 


connected deſign before him, that we are 


authorifed to uſe this latitude of interpre- 


tation. For then the prophetic ſpirit na- 
turally runs along the ſeveral parts of ſuch 


- 


deſign, and unites the remoteſt events with 
the neareſt : the ſtyle of the prophet, in 
the mean time, fo adapting itſelf to this 
roſpect, as to paint the near and 


derable. 
So that, with N14 3 8 


can be more juſt or philoſophical, than the 
idea which Lord Racon ese of divine 
Prop phecy. 


The great TIER of M we e are | 


now conſidering, being the only ſeheme in 
the plan of proyidence, which, as far as 


$ 
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we know, hath been prepared and digni- 
fied" by a continued ſyſtem of prophecy, at 
leaſt this being the only ſcheme to which 
we have ſeen a prophetic ſyſtem applied, 
men do not ſo readily apprehend the doc- 
trine of double ſenſes in prophecy, as hey 
would do, if they ſaw it exemplified; in 
other caſes. But what the hiſtory of man- 
kind does not ſupply, we may repreſent to 
ourſelves by many obvious ſuppoſitions; 
which cannot juſtify, indeed, ſuch a ſcheme 
of things, but may facilitate the N 
of i "ESE 
© Suppoſe, for Taflance,” ide" it had been 
the purpoſe of the Deity (as it unqueſtiona- 
bly was) to erect the EE GOVERNMENT 
of antient Rome; and that, from the time 
of nens landing in Italy, he had given 
prophetic intimations of this purpoſe. Sup- 
poſe, further, that he had ſeen fit, for the 
better diſcipline of his favoured people, to 
place them, for a ſeaſon, under the yoke of 
the Regal government; and that, during 
chat kate of things, he had inſtructed his 
ES Prophets 
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prophets to foretell the wars and other oc: 
currences which ſhould diſtinguiſh that. 
period of their hiſtory. Here would be a 
caſe. ſomewhat ſimilar to that of the Jews 
under their theocratic regimen ; not exact- 
ly indeed, becauſe prophecy, as we haye 
ſeen, was eſſential to the Jewiſh polity, but 
had nothing to do with the regal, or any 
other polity of the Romans. But allow for 
this difference, and ſuppoſe that, for ſome 
reaſon or other, the ſpirit of prophecy was 
indulged to this people, under their kings, 
as it was to the Jews, under their theocracy: 


and that it was primarily employed in the 


ſame way, that is, in ptedicting their vari- 

ous fortunes under that regimen: Suppoſe, | 
I fay, all this, and would it ſurprize us to 
find that their prophets, in dilating on this 
part of their ſcheme, ſhould, in a ſecondary 


ſenſe, pops the future and more ſplendid 


part of it? That, having the whole equally : 
preſented to their view, they ſhould anti- 
cipate the coming glories of their free ſtate, 
even in a a Prophecy which directly con - 


cerned 


0 
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cerned their regal, and much humbler ſuc- 
ceſſes ? That, in commenting on their petty - 
victories over the Sabins and Latins, they 
ſhould drop ſome hints that pointed at their 
African and Aſiatic ' triumphs ; or, in 
tracing the ſhadow. of freedom they en⸗ 
joyed under the beſt of their kings, they 
ſhould let fall ſome ſtrokes, that more ex- 
preſly deſigned the ſubſtantial liberty of 
their equal republic: the end, as we ſu 
poſe, and completion of that ſcheme, 7 
the ſake of which the prophetic power it- 
ſcif had been communicated to them ?_ Still | 
more: ſuppoſing we had ſuch prophecies 
now in our hands, and that we found them 
applicable indeed in a general way to the 
former parts of their hiſtory, but frequent- 

ly more expreſlive of events in the latter, i 
ſhould we doubt of their being prophecies 
in a dauble ſenſe, or ſhould we think it 
| ſtrange that two ſucceſſive and dependent 
diſpenſations in the ſame connected ſcheme 
could be, at once, the object of the ſame 
predictions? And laſtly, to put an end to 
„ F 4 e 
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1 Concluſion from the true 


"theſe queſtions, could there ſeem to he eq it 
reaſon for applying theſe prediftions : 
ſuch events ag might poſſibly correſpond to. 
them in ſome other hiſtory, the Grecian, 
for inſtance, as for applying 2 £ o im. 
lar events in the Roman hiſtory ? ?? 
Let me juſt obſerve further, ile. from : 


1 hath been ſaid under theſe two arti- = 


cles, we may clearly diſcern the difference 
between Pagan oracles, and Scriptural pro- 
phecies. Both have been termed obſcure 
and ambiguous; ; and an invidious parallel 
"hath been made, or inſinuated, between 
them Abe Pagan oracles were indeed 


obſcure, ſometimes to a degree that no rea- 
ſonable ſenſe could be made of them: they 
were alſo ambiguous, in the worſt ſenſe; I 
mean, ſo as to admit contrary interpreta- 


tions. The ſcriptural prophecies we own ; 


10 be obſcure, to a certain degree: and we 


may call them, too, aa e ; becauſe 
they contained two, conſiſtent, Ingen, 1 1 5 


7 Dr. Mupnzaren, Works, vol, | ii, 5. 17 * 
: London, I 75 525 40, 


— 


different 
8 
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cient: meanings. But here is che dif-- 
tinction, I would point ont to you; "The 
obſcurity. and ambiguity of the Pagan. ora- 
cles had no neceſſary, or reaſonable ca 
in the ſubject, on, which they turned: the 
obſcurity and ambiguity of the ſcriptural 
prophecies have an evident reaſon in the 
tyſtem, to which they belong. A the 2 
Pagan prediftions had near and fingle ; 
events for their object, the fate perhaps of 
ſome depending war, or the ſucceſs of ſome 
council, then in agitation, they might have 
been clearly and preciſely delivered; and 
in fact we find that fuch of the Jewiſh pre- 
dictions as foretold events of that ſort and 
character, were ſo delivered: but, the 
_ ſcriptural prophecies under conſideration 
reſpecting one immenſe ſcheme of provi- 
dence, it might be expedient-that the re-. 
moter parts ſhould be obſcurely revealed; 
as it was ſurely natural that the connefted 
parts of ſuch a hene OT = ſhewn wy 
Z ᷣͤ ͤ no CP 4 N 
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We ſee then what force there is in that 
3 which is aſked with ſo much 
confidence—** 1s it poſſible, that the ſame 
ei character can be due to the Fewiſb prophe- 
« cies, which the wiſe and virtuous in the 
i heathen world conſidered as an argument of 
« & fraud and. fa Hood, in the Pythian prophe- 
<« cies [d]?” _ 

Firjt, we lay, the FE AWC SLES is bt entirely 
the ſame in both: and, ſecondly, that, ſo 
far as it is the ſame, that character is very 
becoming 1 in the Jewiſh, but utterly abſurd 
in the Pythian prophecies. What was ow. 

ing to fraud or ignorance in the Pagan 
Diviner, is reaſonably aſcribed to the depth 
and height of that wiſdom, which informed 
the Jewiſh Prophet [el. 

To proceed with our ſubject. It further 
appear | TRIS he Lo 

III. On the grounds of the text, we now 
ſtand upon, to be very conceiveable and 
credible that the line of prophecy ſhould run 


LA] Dr. MippLEToON, vol. in, p. 177. Þ | 
L.] See further on this ſubject, D. L. vol. v. p. "add, 


chiefly : 


chiefly in one family and people, as we are 


. 75 


informed i it did, and that the other nations 
of the earth ſhould be no further the im- 


mediate. objects of it, than as they ad 
to be connected. with, that people,. 


Prophecy, in the ideas of ſcripture, ce 
not ultimately. given for the private uſe of 


this or that nation, nor yet for the nobler 


and, more; general purpoſe of proclaiming 


the ſuperintending providence of the Deitx 
(an, awful truth, which men might collect 


for themſelves from the eſtabliſhed conſti- 


tution of nature) but ſimply to evidence the 


truth of the Chriſtian revelation. It was 
therefore confined to one nation, purpoſely I 


ſet apart to preſerve ; and atteſt the oracles of 


God; and to exhibit, in their public re- 


cords and whole hiſtory, the proofs and cre- 


dentials of an amazing diſpenſation, which 


God had decreed to e in a 8 


Jeſus [F J. 


7 FI 9 6 v ski. HOMME avroit t fait un Rund 


dies prediCtions de Jeſus Chriſt pour le tems et pour la 


maniere, et que Jeſus Chriſt ſeroit venu conformement 
à ces prophetics, oe ſeroit une force infinie. Mais il 
This 
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| - "This: ensklugen, 1 1 77 eems 1 
7: ad fairly drawn from the great principle, 
khat the ſpirit of prophecy was the teſtimony = 
of Jeſus, becauſe the means appear ro be 
well ſuited and proportioned to the end. 
The Teftimony thought fit to be given, was 
not one or two prophecies . only, but 4 
beme of prophecy, gradually prepared and 
continued through a large tract of time. 
But how could fuch a ſcheme be executed, | 
or rather how could it clearly be ſeen, "that | 
there was ſuch a ſcheme in view, . ſome 
one people Had not been made the repoſitory, 
and, in part, the inſtrument of the divine 
cCounſels, in regard to Jeſus; ſome. one peo- 
pie,” 1 tay, Aden whom we might trace 


4 141 Aide * C33 . 4 * . 30 F 


e ici. Ceſt une sirE DHOMMES dank | 
quatre mille ans, qui conſtamment et ſans variation 
viennent Fun enſuite de Fa autre, . predire oe meme avenc» 
ment. C'eſt UN PEUPLE TOUT ENTIER qui Pannonce, 
cet qui ſubſiſte pendant quatre mille annees, pour rendre 
EN CORPS. tẽmoignage des aſſurances qu'ils en ont, et 
dont ils ne peuvent ètre 'derournes, par quelques me: 


naces et quelque perſecution qu on leur faſſe: C8CI 355 


TOUT AUTREMENT CONS IDGRABLE.. Palcal. e 


A 


— . 
8 ** 
£ % "4 * 


| tha of re Wt 3 2 
e te * parts of ſuch a. ſcheme, and 
obſerve the dependance they had on each 
other; that ſo the idea, of what we call a 
ſcheme, might be duly impreſſed upon us? 
For, had the notices concerning the Re- : 5 
deemer been diſperſed indifferently among 
all nations, where had been that uncorrupt 5 
and unſuſpected teſtimony, that continuity - 
of evidence, that unbroken chain of pre- 
diction, all tending, by juſt degrees, to tlie 
ſame point, which we now contemplate wich 
wonder in the Jewiſh ſcriptures Pn Shu 
it is not then that the reſt of the: N 
Was overlooked [g] in the plan of God's hy 
providence, but that he ſaw. fir to employ 
the miniſtry of one People: this laſt, I ſay, 
| and. not the other, is the reaſon, why the di- 
vine communications concerning Chriſt were 
appropriated to the Jews. | | yd 
Les, but ** ſome-one of the greater na- 
tions had better been intruſted with that 
. This e e Oe might | 
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blerver more: 
but could the integrity of the prophetic 
ſcheme have been more diſcernible amidſt 
the multiform and infinitely involved tranf- 
actions of a mighty people, than in the 
fimpler ſtory of this ſmall Jewiſh family; 
or would the hand or work of God, who 
loves to manifeſt himſelf by weak inftru- 
ments, have been more nc. 1 morogys in We 
| deſignation : ? 

On the whole, I forget not, with wie 
awful diffidence it becomes us to reaſon on 
| ſuch ſubjects. But the fa# being, that one, 
in preference to other nations, had the 
Honour of conveying the prophetic admo- 
nitions concerning Jeſus, it may be allow- 
able to inquire, with modeſty, into the rea- 
ſons of that appointment; and the end 
of prophecy being clearly aſſigned in facred 
ſcripture, ſuch reaſons will not be haſtily 
rejected, as obviouſly prefent themſelves ro 
an — from the co federation * that 
end. 


have ſtruck a ſuperficial ob 


* 
— 
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The benefits of prophecy, though con- 
veyed by one nation, would finally redound 
to all; and the more effefually, we have 
ſeen, for being conveyed by one nation. 
May we not conclude then (having the fa, 
as I ſaid, to reaſon upon) that, to obtain 
ſuch. purpoſe,” it was fit to ſelect # peculiar 
people? And, if thus much be acknow- 
ledged, it will hardly be thought a queſtion - 
of much moment, though no anſwer. could 
be given to it, why the Fews had that ex. 
clufive privilege "conferred upon them. 
It is true, a. great ſcheme of odio 
was once revealed to a Gentile King [4] 
but a King, connected with the Jews, and 
who had a Jewiſh prophet for his inter- 
preter. It is, beſides, ' obſervable” of that 
prophetic ſcheme, that it laid open the 
future fortunes of four great empires; but 
all of them inftruments in the hand of God 
to carry on his deſigns, on the Jewiſh peo- 
ple firſt, but ultimately, with regard to 
Jeſus, For it hath been men. an 


* 
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E 


equal truth: and penetration, that Nebu- 
Chadnezzar's viſion of the four kingdoms | 


was. deſigned, as a ſort of prophetic ins 
s, to point out, by a ſeries of ſucceſſive 
empires, the beginning and end of Chriſt's. 
ſpiritual Kingdom. 80 that the reaſon, 
why thoſe four empires only were diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the ſpirit of prophecy, was 
not becauſe they were greater than all 
others, but ſimply becauſe the courſe of 
their hiſtory led, in a regular and di- 
et 2 to the times and reign of 


go bt are ' Quaternio iſte regnorum Daria | 
(quod i imprimis obſervari velim) CHRoNOLOGLA QU +. 
DAM; PROPHETICA, non tam annorum quam regno- 
rum intervallis diſtincta, ubi regnorum in precipus. 
orbis terrarum parte, ſimul eccleſiam et populum Dei 
complex, fibi invicem ſuccedentium ſerie,” monſtratur 
tempus quo Chriſti regnum à tot ſeculis promiſſum et 
primuùm inchoandum fit, idemque demum certis tem- 
poribus confummandum. 
Ex his, quæ dicta ſunt, ratio elucet, Fenn Lok 
nibus mundi regnis, quatuor hæe ſola ſelegit Spiritus 
ſanctus, quorum fata tam inſigni ornaret prophetiũ 5 
nempe mo” ex his 7 inter omnia mundi * | 
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"We ſee then, 'on the ag af that pre. 
Thi was given for the ſake of Jeſus only, 
that-no preſumption lies againſt” the truth 
of it, on account of its reſpecting chiefly 
one people, how inconſiderable ſoever in 
itſelf, or from its ſilence in regard to ſome 
of the largeſt and moſt flouriſhing King 
doms that have appeared i in the world. 
IV. Laſtly (for I now haſten: to an end 

of this diſcourſe) I infer from the ſame 
principle, . That, if, even after a mature 
conſideration of the prophecies, a and of the 
events, in which they are taken to be ful- 
filled, there ſhould, after all, be ſome. cloud 
remaining on this ſubject, which with all 
our wit or pains we cannot or wholly remave, 


riodas ant nme contexi potuit, quis rect 
ſerie et ordinatà ſucceſſione perduceret ad tempora et 
momenta regni Chriſti. Non verò quia nulla iſtis paria 


imperia, forſan et aliquibus majora, per omnia ſeculaa 


orbis viſurus eflet, Nam neque Saracenorum olim, ne- 
que hodie Turcarum, neque Tartarorum regna ditionis 

amplitudine Perſico aut Græco, puto nee , 
quicq uicquam concedunt; imd, ni fallor, excedunt,-- 
„„ Works, B. III. p. 712. Lond. 1675 


Vor. I. 8 e 


32 Concluſions from the true 
this ſtate of things would afford no ob- 
jection to prophecy, becauſe it is indeed no 
other than we might reaſonably expe&.”. 
For, 1. If Jeſus be the end of prophecy, ; 
the ſame reaſons that made it fit to deliver 
ſome predictions darkly, will further ac- 
count to us for ſome degree of obſcurity in 
the application of them to their ee. | 
ing events. 

I ſay—will account to us for ſueh hdd 
rity— for, whatever thoſe reaſons were, they 
could not have taken effect, but by the in- 

5 tervention of ſuch means, as muſt darken 

in ſome degree, the application of a pro- 
phecy, even after the accompliſhment of it; 
unleſs we fay, that an object can be ſeen as 
diſtinctly through a veil, as without one. 

" For inſtances Agurative language is the 
chief of thoſe means, by which it leaſed 
the infpirer to throw a ſhade on prophe- 

_ cies, unfulfilled ; but figurative language, 
from the nature of it, is not ſo preciſe and 
Gears as hteral a ati even when the 
N event 
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event ee has lent its aid to illuſtrate 


and explain that language. 

If then it was ## that ſome prophecies 
coneerning Jeſus ſhould be delivered ob- 
ſcurely, it cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch 


prophecies, when they come to be applied, 
will acquire a full and ane perſpt- 


cuity [J. 


2. If the difpenſation of Jeſus be the 


main ſubject of the . prophecies, then may 
ſome of them be till impenetrable to us, 
becauſe the various fortunes of that diſ- 
penſation are not yet perfectly diſcloſed, 


and fo ſome of them may not hitherto 


have been fulfilled. But the completion 


of a Prophecy is that 1 5 gives the 


(4 To this purpoſe the late learned and ingenious 
author of the Diſcourſes on Prophecy — © A figurative 
and dark deſcription of a future event will be  figura- 


tive zud dark ſtill, when the event happens.” Apd 


again “ No event can make a figurative or metapho- 
ical expreffion to be a plain or literal one. mir 


ieee P- 32 and 36, London, 1749 
. _ - utmoſt. 
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utmoſt. degree. of clearaefs, of which it. is 
capable. 


3. But laſtly and chiefly, if the end * 


uſe of prophecy be to atteſt the truth af 


Chriſtianity, then may we be ſure that 
ſuch atteſtation will. not carry with it the 
utmoſt degree of evidence; For Chriſti- 


anity is plainly a ſtate of diſcipline and 


probation : calculated to improve our moral 


nature, by giving ſcope and exerciſe to our 


moral faculties. So that, though the evi- 
dence for it be real evidence, and on the 
whole ſufficient evidence, yet neither can 
we expect ir to be of that ſort which ſhould 
compel our aſſent. Something mult be 
left to quicken our attention, to excite our 
Induſtry, and to try the natural i en of 
the human mind. 

Had the purpoſe of 8 MN to 
- ſhew, merely, that a predicted event was 
" foreſeen, then the end had been beſt an- 
ſwered by throwing all poſſible evidence 
into the completion. But its concern be- 


58 
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be diſpoſed to admit a reaſonable degree of 
evidence, it was not neceſſary, or rather it 
was plainly not fit, that the completion 
ſhould be een in that ſtrong ans 1 


ble light [1]. e 
For all the reaſons, now- given (and 


doubtleſs, for many more) it was to be ex- 
pected, that prophecy would not be one 


cloudleſs emanation of light and glory. If 
it be clear enough to ſerve the ends, for 


which it was deſigned; if through all its 
obſcurities, we be able to trace the hand 
and intention of its divine author; what 


more would we have? How improvidently, 
indeed, do we aſk more of that great Being, 


who, for the ſake of the natural world, 
clothes the heavens with blackneſs Ii. I. 3.]3 
and in equal mercy to the moral world, veils 


his nature and providence in thick clouds, and 
a__ ny} bis pavilion [ Pl. xviii. 11]? 


Tr Le deſtein de Dieu eſt plus de e la vo- 
lonte, que Veſprit. Or, la clartẽ perfaite ne noi | 
qu'z Peſprit, et nuiroit à la n Faſcal. 
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To Thzsz dedluctions from the dent) 
more tnight be added. For I believe it 
will be found that if the end of propheey, 
as here delivered, be ſteddily kept in view 
and diligently purſued, it will go a great 
yay towards leading us to a ptoſperous 
iſſue in moſt of thoſe inquiries, which ard 
thought to perplex this ſubjeck. But 1 
mean to reaſon from it no farther than 
joſt to ſhew in the way of ſpecimen, the 
method in which it becomes us to ſpeeu- 
late on the prophetic ſyſtem. We are not 
td imagine principles, at pleaſure, and then 
apply them to that ſyſtem. But we ate, 
firſt, to nnd out what the principles are, o 
which prophey is founded, and by which it 
claims to be tried; and chen to Re he- 
ther they will hold, that is, whether they 
wilt aptly and properly apply to the par- 
 ticulars, of which it is compounded. If 
they will, the ſyſtem itſelf is thus far 
clearly 5uſtified. All that remains is to 
compare the Prophecies with their corre. 


{ſponding events, in Un to aſſure ourſelves 


that 
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chat wer 2. l videncs ef ddt . 


ion. 
The wy of this endibes his been Fon 
in Four capital inſtances, It is objected. 
to the ſcriptural prophecies, that thty are 
_ od/ture= that they abound in double ſenſes— 


after all, there is fometimes diſiculty in mak- 
ing out the completion — all of them, it is/ 
| faid, very ſuſpicious circumſtances z and 
which rather indicate a ſcheme of humaa 
contrivance, than of divine inſpiration. - 


To these objeRtions- it in replitd; — 


from the very idea which the ſcriptures} 
themſelves give of prophecy, theſe circum | 


further ſtill; chat circumſtances, | 
when fairly conſidered, do honour to that 
idea: for that the obſcurity, complained 
of, reſults, from ius inimen/ity of the ſehene 

—the double ſenſes, fram the intimate cn. 
netzion of its paris the partial and confined 


delivery, from the wiſdom and anti of 


4 * to bu the unbicle and 
„ repo- 


* 


that they were delivered to ane prupis that, N 


ſtances muſt needs be found in it; and 
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repoſfrory of the ſacred oratles —And laſtly; 
the incomplete evidence, from the nature of 
| the ſubjeft, and from the moral genius of that 
EE ſpenſation, to which the OY of prophecy | 
itſelf Behn... 5 
In concluſion, it is now ben to wht 
purpoſe theſe preliminary diſcourſes ſerve, 
and in what method oo wave been con · 
dugted. 7 

The rixsr, ſhewed the vanity wal cally 
of reaſoning on the ſubject of ſcriptural 
prophecy from our preconceived fancies 
and arbitrary aſſumptions. The szcovp, 
ſhewed the only true way of reaſoning upon 
it to be from ſcriptural principles, and then 
opened and explained one ſuch principle. 
In this LAsr, I have ſhewn that, by pro- 
ſecuting this way of reaſoning from the 
principle aſſigned, ſome of the more ſpe- 
cious objections to the ſcriptural Atari 
are eaſily obviated. 
Taken together, theſe three Fer 
ſerve to illoftrate the general idea of pro- 
e conſidered as one great ſcheme of 
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Jonx xiii. 19. 


New 1 tell you before it come, that when it is 
come to paſs, ye may believe, that I am He. 


T hath been concluded (not on the 
flight grounds of hypotheſis, but on 
the expreſs authority of ſcripture), that pro- 
phecy was given TO ATTEST THE MISSION 
or Jesvs: to afford a reaſonable evidence, 


that the ſcheme of redemption, of which he 


was the great inſtrument and miniſter, was, 
in truth, of divine appointment; and was 
carried on under the immediate cognizance 
ami direction of the Supreme Being, whoſe 
prerogative it is to ſee through all time, and 
| tg 


* 


s though 


to tall thoſe ohne, whith be hat, ns 


they "were[a]. : 
Out next inquiry will be, bow the pro· 
phetic ſcriptures ſerve to that end, and 


what . eviulentr is (I mean, taking for 


„ not the truth of the prophetic 
ſcheme "Ieſel, but the truth bf the yepre- 


ſentation, given of it in ſcripture) which is 
thus eee to us by the light of 5 


ptoplitcy, 92 55 


I. The text refers to a particular Na 


phecy of our Lord, concerning the trea- 


chery of Judas; of which, ſays he to his 


diſciples, I now tell you before it come, that, 


when it is come 10 paſs, ye may believe that 7 
am He: that is, * I add this, to the other 


predictions concetnipg myſelf; that, when 


may be the more convinced of my being 
the 2 I aſſume e the — 


* me WET. 
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The information, here given, was per- 
Haps intended by our Lord to ſerve a par- 
rage purpoſe, To prevent, we will ſay, 

the offence, which the diſciples might 
have taken at the circumſtance of his being. 
betrayed by. one of them,.if they. had not, 
previouſly, been admoniſhed of it. But. 

the reaſon of the thing ſhews, that the uſe; 
which the diſciples are directed to make 
of this prophecy, was the general uſe of the | 
prophecies concerning Jeſus. The com- 
pletion was to verify the prediction, in all 
caſes; and to convince the world, That 
He was the Meſſiah, in whom ſuch things 
ſhould be ſeen to be accompliſhed, as 1 
been expreſsly foretold [S. 

Indeed prophecies, unaccompliſhed; may 
| have their uſe; that is, they may ſerve to 
raiſe a general expectation of a predicted 
event in the minds of thoſe, who, for other 
reaſons, regard the perſon Predicting it, in 


F3] Taura 6 Ord; wgorufrucs Ns 5 ; eps nlp 
ui yingoa, is, bra b al, H Ain, A in Th 
5 wet gd as wir. J. MART VR, Apol. I. c. 74. 
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the light of a true prophet. And ſuch, 
might be one, a ſubordinate, uſe of the 
prophecies: concerning Jeſus : but they. 


could not be applied to the -proof of his 
pretenſſogs, till they were ſeen to be ful- 


filled. Nor can they be ſo applied even 


then, unleſs the things predicted be, con- 
feſſedly, beyond the reach of bam fore- 
9 ght. | | 
yt theſe conditions, the arironneht 
is clear and eaſy, and will lie thus. A 
great variety of diſtant, or, at leaſt, future 


events, inſcrutable to human ſagacity, and 


reſpecting one perſon (whom we will call, 


Meſſiah) have been by different men, and 


at different times, predicted. Theſe events 
have accordingly come to paſs, in the hiſtory 
and fortunes of one perſon; in ſuch ſort, 
that each is ſeen to be, in a proper ſenſe, 
fulfilled in him, and all together in no 
other . perſon whatſoever : LE herefore- the 
| prediction of theſe events was divinely in- 
ſpired: or (which comes to the ſame thing) 
NR the perſon, claiming under- theſe 
* | predic- 


— 


94 — Pa orukor. 
predictions to be the Meſſiab, or perſon 


__ foretold,' hath his claims confirmed and 


_ juſtified by the higheſt nen = of 
| God himſeli.” 

Buch is the argument "RO by 

and on this foundation, Jeſus aſſumes to 

be the Mgs514n 3 d his _ wa be 
DIVINK- 


II. Let us now fee, what the amount of 
that evidence is, which reſults from this 
kind of prgof. | 
Careleſs talkers may ay, and ſometimes : 
think, that prophecy is but an art af 


conjecturing ſhrewdly ; that the ſagacity of 


one man is ſeen to be vaſtly ſuperier to that 
of another; that, in ſome men, the natural 
faculty may be ſo improved by experience, 
_ as (© look like diuinatian; and that no . 
ciſe bounds can be ſet to its powers?” 
Light or ſceptical minds may, I ſay, amuſe 
theeakiwes with ſuch fancies: hut ferj- 
ous men will readily acknowledge, Thet 
many future events, eſpecially, if romre, 
3 | or 


* 5 . 
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or evtragrdinary Le], or deſeribed with ſome 
degree of particularity, are not within the 
ability of the human mind to predict. Aud, 
to cut off all occaſian of cavil, let it be owned, 
that the argument under conſideration is, 
or ought to be, drawn from the completion 
of prophecies, ſo quali. 

To evade the force, which this argy- 
ment apparently carries with it, it muſt 
then be ſaid, ep the eompletian of any 
particular propheey, alledged, was for- 
2 or, wha: we call, a wee hit. - 


{4 Soerates Cm that he ſhould be dener thre 
days: and the event followed. Eſt apud Platonem S- 
crates, cum efſet in cuſtodid publicd, dicens Critont 2 . 
milari, ſibi poft tertium diem effe moniongjum —=quod, ut off 
Autun, fic ſeribitur contigiſſte I Oie, de Div. I. i. g. 234] 

eſus foretald that he ſhould ſuffer death by cruc ifi icu. 
Lohn iii. 14. viii. 28. xit. 32.] He, likewiſe, fore · 
told that he ſhould 77% from the dead, within three days 
after his-erucifixion. {| John ii. 19. Match. xii. 30, 40. ] 
be gd of theſe predictions might be 8 Agacgys 
ws 4a Can it be faid of ſuch, as the twe A, 
nne, ratio oft, et confeftura uri ss 

"RR Quad, Triſt. LI, vill. 67. | 
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« Coincidencies of this ſort, we may be 
told, are very frequent. In the ceaſcleſs 
revolution of human affairs, ſome event or 
other will be turning up, which may give 
' a countenance to the wildeſt and moſt ha- 
zardous conjecture. Hence it is, that every 
I groundleſs fear, every dream, almoſt, has 
the appearance of being realized by ſome 
correſponding accident; which will not be 
long in occurring to thoſe, who are upon 
|| the watch to make ſuch antes: Upon 
theſe grounds, the ſuperſtition of  omens 
ath, at all times, been able to ſuſtain it-- 
ſelf; and to acquire a degree of credit, 
even with wiſe men. We ſee, then, that 
chance, in a good degree, ſupplies the place 
of inſpiration: and that He, who ſets up 
for a Prophet, is likely to drive a ſafe, as 
well as gainful trade; eſpecially, if he have 
but the diſcretion not to deal too freely in 
preciſe deſcriptions of times, and per ſons d}: 
( Hoc ſi eſt in libris, in quer hominem, et in guod 
rempus eſt? Callidè enim, qui illa compoſuit, perfecit, 
ut, quodcunque accidiflet, prædictum videretur, Sami - 


— et S8 TR ſublati ſaid, in diſcredit of 
5 as? 


| 
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a conſideration, ' of great moment to the 
men of this craft ſe]; and which hath not 
been overlooked by . whom we account 
true prophets.” e 

Such libertine enioRiices,” as theſe, 1 
out with an air of negligent ridicule, have 
too often the effect intended by them. At 
the ſame time, they diſguſt ſober men, 
and are thought too light and trivial to 
deſerve a confutation. But; becauſe I take 
theſe ſuggeſtions, with whatever levity, or 
diſingenuity, they may be made, to con- 
tain the whole, or at leaſt, the chief 
ſtrength of the infidel cauſe, on this ſub- 
ject, I ſhall not decline to give them a very 
ſerious anſwer. | 

IT is nuR, no 3 what is here 


5 That the e of fanciful 


by: Sende ks [De Div. 1. ii. 5 295. E Lutet. 
7565]: how far ap x rope to the ſcriptural . 
will be ſeen in its place 

[4] A. To dg cies Gudgnpe HRarhen, d rd, yen v 


weayuale.. Aiyaoiy ol perl. And Again—sl Xeno- 


EE 8 pgeccgiN a. wore, Ariſtot. Rhet, I. iii, c. v. . 
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or deſigning men, whether grounded on 
caſual ſigns, or delivered in the direct way 
1 of prophecy, have been frequently verified 
ii in the events: that is, ſuch events have 
| actually come to paſs, in the | ſenſe. put 
| | upon the n, when it was obſerved, and 
t in the literal ſenſe of the Prophecy, as * 
1 vered. Hiſtory and common life, it 
1 agreed, abound in ſuch inſtances [F]: 65 
I ſhall even make no ſcruple to produce 
. one of each ſort; as much, at leaſt, to 
* the purpoſe of theſe objectors, as any of 
# thoſe, which they have Protiaced for them-. 
* ſelves. 
| Nothing is more famous in the annals 
ol of antient Rome, than the ſtory of Romu- 
| ls, and his TWELVE VULTURES ; an omen 
this, on which the auſpicious name of the 
riſing city, and che fortune of is founder, 
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8 1 L/] Petinuladrum exemplorum et noſtra plena eſt 
18 reſpublica, et omnia regna, omneſque populi, cunctæ- 
wy | que gentes, augurum prædictis multa incredibiliter vera 
is | ecidifle, Cic. de Leg- . ii. p. 3 37. 
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were, at once, eſtabliſhed [g]. What fur- 
ther conſtruction was then put on this pro- 
_ digy, doth not appear: but, as the ſcience 
of augury advanced in ſucceeding times, 
a very momentous and ſtriking prophecy - 
was grounded upon it. For we have it 
affirmed [hy], on the high authority of 
M. T. Varro, that Vettius Valens, an 
augur of diſtinguiſned name in thoſe days, 


le] Certabant, urbem Romam, Remoramne vocarent 
: „One cura viris, uter eller 8 
C de cœlo ter quatuor Ae ſancta 
Arxium, præpetibus ſeſe, pulchriſque locis dant. 
Conſpicit inde ſibi data Romulus eſſe priora, 
Auſpicio regni * ſcamna ſolumque. 
Cic. de Div. I. i. c. 48. 
[31 Quot ſæcula urbi Romæ debeantur, dicere meum 
non eſt : ſed, quid apud Varronem legerim, non tace- 
bo. Qui libro Antiquitatum duodeviceſimo ait, fuiſſe 
Vettium Rome in augurio non ignobilem, | ingenio 
magno, cuivis dofto in diſceptando parem ; eum ſe 
audiſſe dicentem : Si ita eſſet, ut traderent hiſtorici, de 
Romuli urbis condendæ auguriis, ac duodecim wulturi- 
bus; quoniam xx annos incolumis præteriiſſet po- 
pulus Romanus, ad mille et ducentos perventurum. 
Cxkxsox ixus de die natali, e. xvii. p. 97s 
Cantab. 1698. 2 ; 
H 2 | took 
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took occaſion from this circumſtance (and 
in the hearing of Varro himſelf) to fix the 
duration of the Roman empire. The 
TWELVE VULTURES, he faid, which ap- 
peared to Romulus, portended, that the 


ſovereignty of that ſtate and city, whoſe 


foundations he was then lay ing, ſhould con- 
tinue for the ſpace of TWELVE HUNDRED 
YEARS. It is of nd moment to inquire, 
on what principles of his art the learned 


augur proceeded, in this calculation. The 


TRUTH is, that the event correſponded, in 
a ſurpriſing manner, to the conjecture; and 
that the majeſty of the weſtern empire (of 


which Rome was the capital) did, indeed, 


expire under the mercileſs hands of the 


Goths, about the time limited by this au- 
_gural prophet. | 


It ſhould, further, "0 68 that this 
prediction was of ſueh credit and notoriety, 
as to take the attention'of the later Romang 


themſelves [i], who looked with anxiety for 


[. Hence Sidonius, i in n the mY of Rome, 
1 makes her aſk — 


the 
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Is accompliſhment of it: and that! it was 
delivered by Valens, at leaſt five hundred 
cars before the eyent; when there was 
not the leaſt appearance, that this cataſtro- 


3 


phe would befall, what was called, the | 


ETERNAL ciTY, within that period, 
Tuis is an inſtance of divination: from 
augury. The OTHER, I am about to give, 
is a prophecy, in full form; reſpecting a 
ſtill more important ſubject, and equally 


accompliſhed | in the event, A poet, in the ö 


ideas of paganiſm, was a Prophet, too; 
And Seneca Le] hath left us, in proof of 
| 15 inſpiration to which, in his dquble ca- 


Quid, rogo, bis ſono mihi . Thuſcus aruſpex | 


r ty 
3 Sidon. Carm. vii, 5 5. 
And again, addreſfng himſelf to the ſame city, 
Jam prope fata tui biſenas vulturis alas. 


Complebant (ſeis namque tuos, ſcis, Roma, labores,) 
Ib. ver. 358. 


And, 188 him, Claudian, to the ſame * — 
Tune reputant annos, interceptogue volatu 4 
Fulturis, incidunt 3 ſæcula metis. 


- "i G. ver. 262. | 


15 Medea, ver. 374. . 
ls Hz" pacith 
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[ pacity, he might pretend, the following 
oracle; Wy 3 
= —— venient annis 
18 ſeris, quibus Oceanus 
FE | Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
„ Pateat tellus, Tiphyſque novos 
Detegat orbes; nec fit terris 
Ultima Thule. 


This prediction was made in the reign 
5 of Nero; and, for more than fourteen Bun- 


dred years, might only paſs for one of 
} thoſe ſallies of imagination, in which poetry 


—_— 
N 


ſo much delights. But, when, at length, 
in the cloſe of the #fzeenth century, the diſ- 
coveries of Columbus had realized this 
viſion: when that enterprizing navigator 
j had forced the barriers of the vaſt At- 
| lantic ocean; had looſened, what the poet 
calls, he chain of things ; and in theſe later 
{| ages [1], as was expreſsly ſignified, had ſet 
1 liberty an immenſe continent, ſhut up 
before in ſurrounding ſeas from the com- 
merce and acquaintance of our world; 


L Annis feris, 


when 


when this event, I ay, fo important and 
ſo unexpected, came to pals, it might al- 

moſt ſurprize one into the belief, that the 
prediction was ſomething more than a poe- 
tical fancy; and that Heaven had, indeed, 
revealed to one favoured Spaniard, what it 

had decreed, in due time, to accompliſh 
by another. i 
_ » 'Tazss two finden of caſual con- 
jecture, converted by time and accident 
into prophecies, I ſhall take for granted, 
are as remarkable, as any other that can 
be alledged. Cicero, in his firſt book of 
Divinations where he laboured to aſſert the 
reality of ſuch a power in the pagan world, 
was able to produce nothing equal, or com- 
parable to them. We have the fulleſt 
evidence, that theſe two predictions were 
delivered by the perſons, to whom they are 
aſcribed ; and in the time, in which they 
are faid to have been delivered, that is, 
many hundred years before the event. 
They, both of them, reſpect events of the 
e dignity and importance: one of 
H 4 . 


bo - 
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them, „ the downfal of the 1 phtiet rape; 
that hath hitherto ſubſiſted bn the face of 
the earth; and the other, the diſcovery of 
a new world. Both, expreſs the time, when 
theſe extraordinary events were to happen: 
the latter, by a general deſcription,” indeed, 
yet not more general, than is frequent in 
the ſcriptural prophets; but the former, in 
the moſt preciſe and limited terms. In a 
word, both theſe predictions are authentic, 
im portant, circumſtantial: they foretell 
events, which no human ſagacity could 
have foreſeen; and 7 os been wy 
and properly fulfilled. | 

Now, if ſuch n as theſe, 
do not infer divine inſpiration; if, not- 
withſtanding all appearances to the contrary, 
it muſt ſtill be allowed (as it will, on all 
ſides) that they were ſimply fortuitous, or 
what we call the effects of hazard and pure 
chance, by what characters ſhall we diſ- 
tinguiſh genuine, from pretended, prophe- 
cies; or in what way ſhall it be diſcovered, 


that the * 12 20 ſpake by the 
; | W. * 
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ſpirit of Gad, when theſe pagan diviners ; 


could thus prophecy, by their own ſpirit? 


To this objection, put with all the force 


which J am able to give ta it, I reply di- 
rectly, That the diſtinction, ſo i tt 


nately demanded, -may - very _ and : 


clearly be aſſigned. 


If one or #wo ſuch m 1 had £1 


occurred in our ſcriptures; if even ſeveral 


ſuch had occurred in the whole extent f 
thoſe writings, and in the large compaſs 
of t time they take up, without deſcending ; 
to a greater detail than is expreſſed jn theſe 
Pagan. oracles; nay, if a greater number ſtill 
of ſuppoſed predictions, thus generally de- 
livered in the ſacred writings, had been ap- 


plicable only to ſingle independent events, 
diſperſed indifferently through the ſeveral 


ages of the world: In all - theſe caſes, 1 | 


ſhould freely admit, that the argument 


from prophecy was very precarious and un- 
ſatisfa&tory :. I could even ſuppoſe, with 
the deriders _ this argument, that ſo many, 


and ſuch prophecies, ſo directed, might 


: 
: . FO 
Den ——-—-— — — —. 
* 1 — re — — — — . — 

; N g * ("LAM 2.45 — = - — * —— — — 

1 * r | ae - — * : — — 5 — 
* S ( ( 2 a K — - 
Y XK gs 2 N 
8 ' * I a * r 
3 — ow — wo - 


a a. 4; 
FO Ss ET PO CO 


r 
* * N 
„ 


106 The general Argument from Prornzer. 


not improbably be accounted for, from 
ſome odd conjuncture of circumſtances; 
and that the accompliſhment « of them did 
by no means an A _—_— of in- 
ſpiration. 

But, if now, on the A hand, it e 
indiſputable, That a vaſt variety of pre- 
dictions are to be found in the ſcriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament; That a great 
part of theſe predictions are delivered with 
the utmoſt degree of minuteneſs and par- 
ticularity; and, laſtly, That al of them, 


whether general or particular, reſpect one 


common ſubject, and profeſs to have, or 
to expect, their completion in one con- 
nected ſcheme of things, and, upon the 
matter, in one ſingle perſon} On this latter 


ſuppoſition, I muſt ſtill think, that there 
is great reaſon to admit the divine inſpira- 
tion of ſuch prophecies, en ee to bs 
fulfilled. 


To convert this 15788 ly into a prix. 


is not within the ſcope and purpoſe of 
this Lecture. The work hath been un- 
1 1 dertaken 


* 
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dertaken and diſcharged by many others : 
or, it may be ſufficient, in fo clear a point, 
to refer you directly to the Scriptures 
themſelves; which no man can read with- 
out ſeeing, that the prophecies, contained 
in them, are extremely numerous— that 
many of theſe prophecies are minutely cir- 
cCumſtantial and that one perſon, whoever 

he be, is the principal object of them all. 
My concern, at preſent, is only to ſhew, 
that, if the ſuppoſition itſelf be well found: 
ed, the inference, juſt now mentioned, is 
rightly made. | 

1. Firſt, then, if the prophecies in the 
Old and New Teſtament be very numer- 
ous, and if thoſe prophecies, ſo many of 
them, I mean, as are alledged 1 in this con- 
troverſy with unbelievers, have had a rea- 
ſonable completion (and I have a right to 
make this laſt ſuppoſition, when the que- 
ſtion is concerning the account to be given 

4 of ſuch a fact): If, I ſay, we argue from 
theſe two aſſumptions, it muſt appear high- 
* credible and probable, that ſo numerous 
* | 
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prophecies, ſo fulfilled, had not their ori- 

n from human conjecture, nor their ac- 
compliſhmeny from what we call, Chance. 
For mere conjecture is not uſually ſo hap- 
By 3 nor chance, ſo conſtant In], Fur- 
ther ſtill; if the ſcriptural prophecies have 
been completed-in numerous inſtances, and 


if in zo inſtance whatſoever can it be clear- 8 


ly ſhewn that they have failed in the event, 
the preſumption i is ſtill ſtronger, that ſuch 
coincidence could not be fortuitous ; and 
a material difference between ſcriptural 
prophecy, and pagan divination is, at the 
ſame time, pointed out. For, that, in the | 


i] Ca/a, inquis. Itane verò quicquam poteſt eſſe | 
coſu factum, quod omnes habet in ſe pumgros veri- 
tatis ? Quatuor tali jacti, caſi Vegereum - efficiunt. 


Num etiam centum Venęreos, fi ccc talos jeceris, caſe + 


futuros putas ? De Div. I. i. p. 259. Lutet. 1 565. 
Had the ſuppoſed caſe been fairly applied to the fubject, 
there had been an end of the diſpute; as may ap 
from the pitiful anſwer, made in the next bock to this 
reaſonin —dixiſti multa de caſu ut, Venereum jaci 
poſſe a quatuor talis jactis: quadringentis, centum 
Venereos non poſſe caſu conſiſtere. Primùm, x SCI o, 
EUR NON POSS INT Was this, like a philoſopher ? | 
4 Fes multitude 


3 AS — ; . 
5 : | | | * 
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multitude of pretended oracles in the days 
of paganiſm, ſome few only ſhould come 
to paſs, while the generality of them fell 
to the ground, may well be the ſport of 
Fortune []. But, that very many prophe- 
cies, recorded in our ſeriptures, have had 
an evident completion, when not one of 
all thoſe, there recorded, can be convicted 
of impoſture, muſt furely . the work of 
defign. .. 135 
The argument cannot be ani to have 
real weight, though the expreſſion of 410 
the prophecies | were allowed to be general. 
But this is, by no means, the caſe. It is fur- 
ther aſſumed, and is evident to all that have 
read the Scriptures, that a great number 
of them are delivered with the utmoſt de- 
gree of minuteneſs and particularity. Jud, | 
from this aſſumption, I infer, ELIT 


+ ben Mule vera, inquit, evadere. Quid, 54 multo 
| plura, falſa? N6nne ipſa varietas, quæ eſt propria for- 
tune, fortunam eſſe cauſam, non naturam, docet ? 
De Div. 11 TH "Roe "Os net looks like 
FLO 2. Seeondly; 
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2. Secondly, that the accompliſhment af - 
prophecies, ſo circumſtantially defined, can 
ſtill leſs be imputed to mere chance. 
Without doubt, if all the prophecies 
concerning the Meſſiah had been penned 
in the ſtyle of the firſt — that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's bead 
though even then there might be reaſon 
for applying them, excluſively, to the per- 
ſon of Chriſt, yet, the evidence, that they 
were intended to be fo applied, would have 
been much obſcured by the mode of ex- 
preſſion; the wide cover of which might 
ſeem to afford room for other applications. 
But when, to this general prophecy, the 
theme of all ſucceeding ones, it is further 
added, That this ſeed of the woman, ſhould 
be the ſeed of Abraham; of the tribe of 
Juda; of the family of David; that he 
| ſhould be born at Bethlehem; that he 
' ſhould appear in the world at a time, li- 
mited by certain events, and even preciſely 
- determined to a certain period :—when, 
er a 3 PER of his life and 
55 office, 
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office, it is ſaid of him, that he ſhould be 
betrayed by an intimate friend; and ſold 
for a price, exactly ſpecified; that he 
ſhould ſuffer a particular kind of death; 
ſhould have his hands and feet pierced; 
mould have vinegar given him to drink; 
and ſhould be buried in the ſepulchre of a 
rich man — with innumerable other 
cularities of the like nature [o When all 
this, I fay, ig conſidered ; the improbabi- 
lty, that theſe ſpecific characters ſhould 
meet. in the ſame perſon by chance, is ſo 
great, that a reaſonable; man will ſcarce 
venture on ſo hazardous a poſition, _ 
3. Still this is not all. Were we at 
liberty to apply even numerous, and circum- 
Bantial prophecies, to any, perſon, indif- 
ferently, whom they might ſuit, and to azy  _ 
events indiſcriminately, to which they might 


(o] See the ancient apologiſts, who are frequent and 
large on this ſubject; and, of the moderns, ſee eſpeti- 
ally Huetii Dem. Evang. Prop. IX.,--Biſhop Kidder's 
"Dem. of the Meſffas, c. ii. p- k7, 18. London, 1726, fol. 

Dr. Clarke's Evidences' of Na. _ Rev. * — 
N lt p- 08. 2 $69 
f correſpond, 
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were given to be ſo applied, is much in- 
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correſpond, ' ſought out at large in che | 


hiſtory of mankind, the force of the ar- 


gument for de/ign in ſuch prophecies, might 


in good meaſure be eluded. But, w—_ 
we reflect on what, in part, hath a 
under the laſt article, that all the ſcriptural 


predictions | profeſs to reſpect one certain 
ſcheme of things; run in the line of one 
people; and point ultimately at one perſon, 


whoſe country, and family, and age, and 


birth- place are exactly defined; the appli- 
cation of them is ſo limited and reſtrained, 
that, if they ſuit at all, there is ſcarce a 
poſſibility of excluding | actual _—_ 


| and intention. 


LT ME, further, e * as, upon 
this idea of a confined, connected, and de- 
pendent ſcheme, in the prophecies, the de- 
tection of impoſture, if there be any, is 
much facilitated; ſo, on the other hand, if 


the prophecies can be fairly applied in this 


way, not only the preſumption, that they 


ang but a clearer ekt into the ſcope 
and 


The general Argument from Propuroy. 113 


and meaning of them, is obtained. For, 


in a ſyſtem of prophecy, directed to one 
and the ſame general end, preceding pro- 
phecies prepare the way for interpret- 
ing thoſe that follow, and every ſuc- 
ceeding prophecy reflects ſome light on 


thoſe that went before. Thus, the ge- 


neral evidence, arifing from this ſpecies 
of argument, is, in all ways, augmented ; 


while we ſee, that leſs room is left to 


chance in verifying the more clear and 


direct prophecies, and that freſn light is 


let in upon ſuch as are more arnbiguous 
or obſcure. _ 

It is faid, that many — in the 
prophets are applied to Jeſus, on very 


flight grounds. This would be true, if 


the prophetic ſcriptures, like the pagan 
oracles, had no determinate ſcheme in 
view, and had, for their object, only de- 
tached and unconnected events. But, on 
this ſcriptural principle, that one com- 
mon purpoſe is in the contemplation of 
that divine ſpirit, which dictated all thoſg 
Vor. I. * Vritings 
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writings, That is expreſſed, which is barely 
intimated ; and every applicable prophecy 
is rightly applied : whence it is, that even 
ſecondary prophecies have, in the ſyſtem 
of revelation, all the light and force of the 
primary; as, in a former Re. hath 
been obſerved. 

This aſſertion, I know, may ſtartle Grab 
perſons, as have not attended to the genius 
of the prophetic writings, or to that gene- 
ral harmony of deſign and deſtination, 
which makes their diſtinctive character: 
but it may be rendered familiar to us by 
reflecting on the manner, in which we 
interpret r other writings, ſomewhat fimilar 
to theſe. 

It is generally ſuppoſed, and on good ; 
grounds, that Virgil wrote his ZEneid 

with the view of doing honour to the 
perſon and government of Auguſtus. Bur, 
the ſubject of his work being taken from 
a former age, this was either to be done, 
by introducing his encomiums uncer the 
form of Fan or got conveying them 
. indie 


* n 4 5 
* 
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indirectly in alluſive deſcriptions and what 
we call, ſecondary applications. The poet 
hath employed both theſe methods, with 
ſucceſs. The purpoſe of his predifions is 
clear; for in them the emperor is expreſiy 
named : and the ableſt critics make no 
ſcruple of applying to Auguſtus all thoſe 
paſſages in this poem, which, however 
they may reſpect, immediately, other per- 
ſons, are yet 2 ſeen to be efplicable to 
Him. 

We have another inſtance of the ame 
fort, at home. Our Spenſer wrote his 
famous poem, to illuſtrate the virtues and 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. This we know 
from himſelf. Though his ſcene, there- 
fore, be laid in Faery Land, yet, when- 
ever we find his fictions agreeing to the 
hiſtory of that princeſs, or the characters 
of -his knights expreſſive of thoſe virtues; 
which diſtinguiſhed the great perſons of 
her court, we make no doubt of applying 
them in that way, or of the poet's intend-, 
ing that they ſhould be ſo applied. Theſe 


I 2 appli- 
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; applications would not be equally juſtifiable 
in other works of fancy, written in that 
time; but the knowledge, we have of the 
author's general purpoſe 1 in writing, makes 
them reaſonable i in this. ; 

It may appear from theſe examples [?], 
. that, whenever a general ſcheme is known 
to be purſued by a writer, whoſe real or 
aſſumed character gives him a right to 
deal! in ſecondary ſenſes and prophetic anti- 
cipations, that ſcheme becomes the true 
key, in the hands of his reader, for unlock - 
ing the meaning of particular parts; of 
many parts, which would otherwiſe not 
be ſeen clearly and diſtinctly to refer to 
ſuch ſcheme. The obſervation applies to 
the inſpired writers, in all its foree. We 
underſtand, that they had one common 
and predominant ſcheme in view, which 
wes to bear teſtimony to Jas. 5 W writ- 


[7] I take theſe . to be more in noint, IM 
thoſe given by Biſhop Butler in his Analog y, P. II. 
C. vii. p. 386. Lond. 1 1 5 not but thoſe, = tuve 
oe Neg. 12 ; | 

ol bogs 
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fat” 
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ings are, then, to be interpreted in confor- 


mity to that ſcheme. Not only the more 


direct prophecies require this interpreta-' 
tion; but, if we will judge in this, as we 


do in other ſimilar inſtances, whatever paſ- 


ſages occur in thoſe writings, which bear 
an apt and eaſy reſemblance to the hiſtory 
of Jeſus, may, or rather muſt, in all rea- 
ſonable conſtruction, be applied to him. 

Whence we ſee (to mention it, by the 
way) that, if no prophecy in the Old 
Teſtament had applied to Chriſt directly 
in its primary ſenſe, Chriſtianity might, - 
yet, ſupport itſelf on the evidence of pro- 
phecy. For the evidence, ariſing Mag a 
ſecondary ſenſe of prophecies, is real evi- 
dence; and was certainly admitted, as 


ſuch, by that great man [2], whoſe miſtakes 
on this ſubject have offered the occaſion of | | 


ſo much vain triumph to infidelity. ' 
Fancy, no doubt, may grow wanton in 
this ſort of applications. It may find, in 
the ne or en what was never de- 
[er Grotivs, © 
I 3 "2 dne 
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ſigned by either: but, in the circumſtances 5 
ſuppoſed, the ſevereſt reader will not deny, 
that much was probably deſigned by both. 
It is impoſſible to lay down general rules, 
that ſhall prevent all abuſe in the interpre- 
tation of ſuch writings. But good ſenſe 
will eaſily ſee, in particular caſes, where 
this liberty of interpreting is, in far, 
abuled. | 
It is obvious to remark, that this aſs of 
prophecy doth not commence, till the cor-- 
reſponding facts can be produced: that i is, 
till the prophecies are ſeen to be fulſilled. 
But this circumſtance is no diſcredit to the 
prophetic ſyſtem; which pretends not to 
give immediate conviction, but to lay i in, 
beforehand, the means of conviction to ſuch 
as ſhall be in a condition to compare, in 
due time, the prediction with the event. 
Till then, prophecy ſerves only to raiſe a 
general expectation of the event predicted; 
that is, it ſerves to make men attentive 
and inquiſitive, and to prepare them for 
that full . which it finally hath 
L OY in 
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in view. And this ſervice, the prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament actually did the 
Jews, who were led by them to expect 
the Meſſiah, when he, in fact, appeared 
among them. And, had they purſued 
this reaſonable method of interpreting the 
prophecies, not by their prejudices, but 
by correſponding events, they muſt have 
been further led to acknowledge his 
miſſion, as being evidently atteſted by 
_ prediftions, ſo fulfilled. But their capi- 
tal miſtake lay in ſuppoſing, that their 
prophecies were ſufficiently clear, with- 
out the help of any comment from ſuc- 
ceeding events ; and thus, what they could 
not 85 beforehand, they would not ac- 
knowledge, when theſe events came to 
paſs. 

It follows from what hath been ſaid, 
that the obſcurity of the Jewiſh prophe- 
cies concludes nothing againſt the uſe 
of thoſe writings, or againſt the appli- 
eas of them, which Chriſtians now make. 
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Their declared uſe is poſterior to the facts, 


they adumbrate ; whence the intervening 


obſcurity of thoſe writings is no juſt 
ground of complaint: and the application. 
of them to Jeſus, now that hiſtory hath - 
taught us to underſtand them better, 18 


made on principles, to which no ſober man 15 


. 

On the whole, the general evidence for 
the truth of Chriſtianity, as reſulting from 
the ſcriptural prophecies, though poſſibly 
not that, which ſome may wiſh or expect, 


is yet apparently very. conſiderable. Some 


coincidencies might fall out, by accident; 


and more might. be imagined. But when 
fo many, and ſuch prophecies. are brought 


together, and compared with their corre- 
ſponding events, it becomes ridiculous (be- 
cauſe the effect is, in no degree, Propor- 
tioned to the cauſe) to ſay of ſuch coin- 
cidencies, that they are the creatures of 


Fancy, or could Jong been: _ work of 


chance. | 5 | So Hari 
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and new things do I declare: before they 
Spring forth, I tell you of them. 2 


1 HE preceding diſcourſes were de- 
prophecy; and to enforce the general ar- 


Religion. | 

The way pair thus far cleared, we now 
advance a ſtep farther, and take a nearer 
view of THE PROPHECIES THEMSELVES. 


* 


Bebold, the former things are come to paſs, 


* 


ſigned, to open the general idea of 


gument from it, in proof of our * 


Theſe 
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Theſe prophecies may be © conſidered? 
under #wo heads. They either reſpect, 
the perſon and character and office - of the 
Meaſtab; or, the fate and fortunes of that 
kingdom, which he came to * in ny 
world. | 
Divines call che former of theſs, Prophe- 
cies of his FIRST COMING : and the other, 
' Prophecies of his sxconD. Only, it may 
be proper to obſerve, That the ſecond ad- 
vent of the Meſſiah is not, like the frft, 
confined to one ſingle and preciſe period, 
but is gradual and ſucceſſive. This diſ- 
tinction is founded in the reaſon of the 
thing. He could only come, in perſon, 
at one limited time. He comes, in his 
r and his providence, through all ages 

of the church. His firſt coming was then 
over, when he expired on the croſs. His 
ſecond, commenced with his reſurrection, 
and will continue to the end of the world. 
So that this J, coming of Jeſus is to be 
underſtood of his ſpiritual kingdom; which 
1s not one act of lovereignty, exerted at 
| once 
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once; but a ſtate or conſtitution of govern- 
ment, ſubſiſting through a long tract of 
time, unfolding itſelf by juſt degrees, and 
coming, as oft, as the conductor of it thinks 
fit to interpoſe by any ſignal acts of his 
adminiſtration. And in this ſenſe, we are 
directed to pray, that his kingdom, though 
long ſince ſet up, may come; that is, may 
advance through all its ſtages, till it ar- 
rive at that full ſtate of glory, in which 
it ſhall ſhine out in the great day, as it is 
called, the day of judgment. , 
It will be ſeen, as we advance in the: 
preſent inquiry, to what uſe this diſtinc- 
nin Jcrves.” _ 
The former ſet of os are, pre- 7 
ſumed to have had their completion, in 
the hiſtory of Peſus 3. The latter ſet, have 
had, or are to find, their accompliſhment, 
in the hiſtory, of his Religion; and of 
THESE only, it is the parpoF. of this 
Lecture to ſpeak... _- 
But though the prophecies. of Chriſt's. 
firſt coming (ſo largely: and accurately con- 
ſidered | 


* 


$A 
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| fidered by many great writers) be not the 
immediate ſubje& of our inquiry, yet they 
- muſt not be wholly overlooked by us. It 
Will contribute very much to rectify and 
enlarge our ideas of the divine conduct, 
in this whole diſpenſation of prophecy, and 
to make way for that conviction, which 
the prophecies of Chriſt's /econd coming 
were intended to give, if we ſtop a while 
to contemplate the method and æconomy of 
that prophetic ſyſtem, by which the int 
advent of the Meſſiah was announced and 
. e 3 
It is aſſumed, as a firſt rindi on this 
ſubject, That Feſus was the ultimate end and 
object of all the prophecies [a]: which begin 
ning from the foundation of the world [5], 
were, afterwards, ' occaſionally delivered 
through many ages; till at length this 
great purpoſe was proſecuted more intently, 
by a continued and cloſely-compacted chain 
of prophecy; as we ſee, firſt, in the patri- 
archal hiſtory, but, chiefly, in the hiſtory 


; | La a Serm. I. © [3] A' airs, Luke i, 70. 


126 Prophecies concerning 


of the Jewiſh ftate. For, when this peo- 
ple were ſelected from the other nations, 
to anſwer many wiſe ends of providence, it 
pleaſed God to inſtitute a form of govern- 
ment for them, which could not ſubſiſt 
without his frequent interpoſition; mani- 
feſted in ſuch a way as might convince 
them, that they were under the actual 
and immediate conduct of their divine 
ſovereign. Hence, it became a part of 
this ſingular ceconomy, to be adminiſtered 
in the way of Prophecy; by which it would 

be ſeen that the hand of God was upon 
them in all their more im nportant con- 
cerns. 

_ Upon this baſis of an ey provii= 
dence, the Jewiſh government ſtood : and 
we are now to ſee in what manner the pro- 
phetic ſpitit, ſo eſſential to that * 
* . . 
1. Firſt, we may Abtes that, by 
means of this proviſion for their civil 
- regimen, an apt and commodious way 
was 1 for carrying on the divine 
4 ; councils, 
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councils, in, regard to Jaſus; in whom, 
indeed, the Law itſelf was to be fulfilled. 
For, while the civil affairs of the Jewiſh 
people furniſhed the occaſion and ſubſtance - 
of their prophecies, the divine. wiſdom, 
that inſpired the prophets, ſo contrived, 
as that their religious concerns ſhould, 
alſo, be expreſſed, or implied in them. 
The general theme of the prophet, was 
ſome temporal fucceſs or calamity of the 
Jewiſh ſtate :- the ſecret purpoſe of the in- 
ſpirer was, occaſionally at leaft, and when 
he ſaw fit, to predict the ſpiritual kingdom 
of the Meſſiah [e]. 
We have innumerable inſtances of this 
ſort in the Jewiſh prophets; but few, more - 
remarkable than that of Iſaiah's prophecy, 
addreſſed to Ahaz, king of Judah, con- 
cerning his deliverance from the two. kings 


le! This uſe and inter if prophecy was ſeen, and ad- 
rairably expreſſed, by the great M. Paſcal Les pro- 
pheties ſont melees de propheties particulieres, et de 
celles du Meſſie, afin que les propheties du Meſſie ne 
fuſſent pas ſans prewves, et que les propheties particu- 
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of Samaria and Damaſcus. In the primary, 
but lower ſenſe of this prophecy, the ſign 


given was to aſſure Ahaz, that the land of 
ene ſhould /peedily be delivered from its 


two Royal invaders. But it had likewiſe 
another, and more important purpoſe. The 
introduction of the prophecy, the ſingular 


7 ſtreſs laid upon it, and the exact ſenſe 


of the terms, in which it is expreſſed, make 
it probable, in a high degree, that it had 
ſome ſuch purpoſe: and the event hath 


clearly proved, that the fgn given had a 
reſpect to the miraculous birth of Chriſt, 


and to a deliverance much more moment- 


- ous than that of Ahaz from his preſent 


diſtreſsful ſituation Hear ye now, O novsr 


or David — The Lord himſelf ſhall give | 


you a fign; Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and fhall call his name In- 
manuel. Tſaiah, vii. 13, 14. Admit that 
theſe words are capable of being explained, 


in ſome ſort, of the child now given to be 


a ſign, to the King of Judæa, of his de- 
liverance within two or chree years, as ex- 


| Preſſed 
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— in the following verſes; ſill, who 
ſees not that terms ſo emphatical and en- 
ergetic are more pgoperly underſtood of an- 
other child; to whoſe birth and character 
they are found, in the. event, to be ex- 
actly ſuited ? And, if more properly, who 
can doubt. that theſe. terms are naturally, . 
that 1s, reaſonably underſtood of that other 
child, when we conſider with what ideas 
the mind of the prophet was ſtored, and 
what the ultimate end and obje& was, by 
ſuppoſition, of the prophets inſpiration ?_ 
The child promiſed was a n to Ahaz of 
his deliverance yet a ſign too, that is, a 
type, to the houſe of David, of another 
deliverance, which they expected, which 
their prophets had frequently foretold, and 
which we have here announced in the 
nume of this miraculous child, IMMANUELy 
or eminently, The Deliverer. 

There is nothing in this n Cd], thus 
interpreted, but what is eaſy and unforced z 


i [4] The Lid biegfeif fool gion you it fhing IGai. wii. OT 
—— This s 10 (and the extraordinary introduction of it, 


Vor. I. K 9 . 
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J mean, if we bear in mind the genius and 
character of the Jewiſh prophecies. The 
former event, ſignifieq in the prophecy, 
was merely civil: the latter, concerned the 

ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt. They were 
both predicted together: and the preceding 
event, when it came to paſs, was, further, 


in che words quoted, indicates no leſs) _ plainly a a re- 
condite and even complicated meaning ! x 
1. As addrefied to Abax, it was ſimply an As su- 
ANCE, that his deliverance from his two great enemies 
was now at hand. 
2. As addreſſed to the Bonſe of David —Hear ye now, 
O houſe of David—it was a yk of Chriſt. . 
3. It was, further, a TokEN, or pledge, that the re - 
mote deliverance of the houſe of David by Immanuel, 
ſhould hereafter take place, juſt as the approaching 
deliverance of Ahaz, by the reh Gon, v would To : 
ſeen to do. | 
4. This fign, when fulfilled in the 2 erent, 8 
thenceforward, become a PRooF, or evidence, that it 
would be fulfilled in the remote one. 
. Laſtly, in the SIPS the gh was a KIACLE, 
| wiogerly fo called. 5 
. Sp eminently was this Child, a $IGN ! An in all 
me ſenſes of the word, as employed by the Jewiſh pro- 
. phets; and to all the hee for which figns Tere 
given. 
fs | a , > wen) to 
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to induce an enpectation, that the other 
event would, in due time, follow. For 
2. Secondly, it appears, that, to excite 

attention to theſe spIRIT AL predictions, 

more obſcure than the other, and regard- 
ing events more remote, care was taken to 
ſecure the authority of the prophet, by the 
completion of his civi predictions in 
events, diſtinctly deſcribed, and near at 
hand. Thus, Moſes might be believed by 
the Jews in what he ſaid, of 'a prophet to be 
raiſed up, in a future age, like to himſelf; 
when they ſaw his prophetic bleſſings and 
curles upon them, according to their de- 

ſerts in the land of Canaan, fo ſpeedi 

and ſo punctually executed. Thus, too, 
their prophet, Iſaiah, might reaſonably 
expect to find credit with them, for the 
glorious things predicted by him of the 
great deliverer, the Meſſiah; when their 
deliverance from the Babyloniſh captivity 

was ſeen ſo certainly to verify his predic- 
tion of that event. The -prophet Himſelf 
exults in this argument, as deciſive and 
KS unan⸗ 
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__ 
unanſwerable. Behold, ſays he, in the 
text, the former things are come to paſs, i. e. 
the prophecies, I have delivered to you 
concerning your redemption from the 
Aſſyrian bondage will ſoon be ſo exactly 
completed, - that I regard them as things 
paſt , and therefore new things do I declare; 

hence I claim your belief of other prophe- 
cies, concerning a much greater redemp- 
tion, to take place hereafter, though there 
be no appearance, as yet, of any cauſes 
tending to produce it; for before they ſpring 
forth, I tell you of them. And this appears 
to be the . method of all God's pra. 
phets. | 
3. With theſe new things, theſe Spiri- 

rual prophecies concerning the fr coming 
of the Meſſiah, were likewiſe intermixed 
other prophecies, which ran out beyond 

that term and prefigured the great events 
of his sxeonp coming: and the warrant 
for admitting zheſe, would be the comple- 


tion of thoſe other * „ in the per- 
+,, ton 


 Clrifts FIRST cot. 138 


ſon and ſufferings of Chriſt [ f]- That 
there are ſuch prophecies in the Old Teſta- 


ment, will be ſhewn hereafter. In the 


mean time, it will not be thought incredi- 


ble, that if Jeſus be indeed the end of the 


prophetic ſcheme, the revolutions of his 
government ſhould be foretold, as well as 
the circumſtances of his perſonal appear- 


ance; in other words, that the conſum- 
mation of that deſign, which providence 
was carrying on, would not be overlooked, 
when the ſteps and gradations of it were 
ſo diſtinctly noted. For, in any reaſonable 
deſign whatſoever, the end is firſt and prin- 
cipally in view, though the means engage, 
and may ſeem to engroſs, the attention of 


its author. It will then, I ſay, be no ſur- 


ptize to us to find, that prophecy ſet out 
with announcing the kingdom of the Meſ- 
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ſiah; that! it never loſt ſight of that future 


economy; and only produced it into 
clearer view, as the ſeaſon approached for. 
the introduction of it. 

Tuus Muc concerning the order and 
method. of the Jewiſh prophecies; in which 
one cannot but adore the profound wiſdom 


of their author, The civil prophecies are, 


at once, the vehicle, and the credentials, of 
the /piritual, concerning the firſt coming of 
Jeſus; and theſe laſt, in their turn, ſup» 
port the credit of others, which point {till, 


further at his ſecond coming: a ſubject, 


more than intimated by the legal prophets, 
but. reſumed and amply diſplayed by the 
evangelical, Whence, we ſee, that the 
prophetic; ſyſtem is ſo conſtructed, as, in 
the progreſs and various evolutions of it, to 
HMuſtrate itſelf, and to afford an internal 
evidence of its divinity. One great pur- 
poſe pervades the whole : and the parts, of 
which it conſiſts, gradually prepare and 
mutually ſuſtain each other, 


But 


——— me r ͤ——. mä ̃² 
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But this ſubje&, ſo curious and import- 
ant, is nor yet to be diſmiſſed. It re- 
mains to be conſidered, whether chance, or 
impaſture, can in any degree account for ſo 
extenſive, ſo , and n ingrigate a 
n 121 1 
On the een of the made * 
tures it appears, that one ultimate purpoſe 
is in the contemplation of all the prophets. 
This purpoſe is unfolded by ſucceſſive pre- 
dictions, delivered in diſtant times, under 
different circumſtances, and by perſons, 
who cannot be ſuſpected of acting in concert 
with each other. It does not appear, that 
the later prophets always underſtood the 
drift of the more antient; or, that either 
of them clearly apprehended the whole 
ſcope and purpoſe of their own predictions. J 
Yet, on comparing all their numerous pro- 
phecies with each other, and with the 
events, in which it is now preſumed they 
have had their completion, we find a per- 4d 
fect harmony and conſiſtency | between v4 
chem. Noting is advanced by one pro- FM 
| Kk Phet, 1 
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pher, that is contradicted by another. An 


unity of deſign is conſpicuous in them all; 


yet without the leaſt appearance of collufon, 


fince each prophet hath his own. peculiar: 


views, and enlarges on facts and circum- 


ances, unnoticed by any other. it 
Further till, theſe various and ſucceſſive 


7 prophecies are ſo intimately blended, and, 


as we may ſay, incorporated with each 
other, that the credit of all depends on the 
truth of each. For, the accompliſhment 


of them falling in different times, every 


preceding prophecy. becomes ſurety, as it 


were, for thoſe that follow; and the failure 


of any one muſt bring dilgrace and ruin on 


all the reſt. 


Then, again, conſider that the prophe- 
tic ſpirit, which kept operating ſo uniform- 
ly and perpetually in what is called the 
former age, ceaſed at that very time, when 


the great object, it had in view, was diſ- 


cloſed ; when that future œconomy, which 
it firſt and laſt predifted, was introduced: 


lime, too, which was preciſely determined 


by 
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by the old prophets themſelves. Could 
they anſwer for what de/ign or chance might 
be able to bring about? Is it credible, that 
this perennial fount of prophecy, which 
ran ſo copiouſly from Adam to Chriſt, 
and watered all the ages of the Jewiſh 
church, ſhould- 3 at once, in ſo criti» 
cal a ſeaſon; and ſhould never flow again 
in any future age; if fortune, or fraud, 
or fanaticiſm, had diſpenſed its ſtreams; if 
any thing indeed, but the hand of God, 
had opened its ſource, | and directed its 
current? 

Nor let it be objected that a facceſiion | 
of prophets was interrupted for ſome ages 
before the coming of Chriſt. It was ſo: 
but not, till preceding prophets had mark- 
ed out the preciſe time of his coming [g] 
not, till Malachi, with whom the wor 
of prophecy ceaſed for a time, had fore- 
told that this interrupted ſeries ſhould 
| reſumed and finally cloſed by Elijah, the 
laſt Jewiſh prophet and precurſor of the 


le] Iſaiah vii. 16. Daniel ix. 24. 


Mef. 


OE UTI . ⏑— I - 
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| Meſſiah h]; and not, till it had been ex- 
preſsly declared, that this eclipſed light of 
| prophecy ſhould break forth again wih re-. 
doubled luſtre, in the days of the Mefliah [i]. 
| Who would not conclude, then, from this: 
very intermiſſion, that e rr was given, 
or withheld, as the wiſdom of God or- 
dained, and not as the caprice or; ey 
} man directed? . 
It may not be pretended, that the * 
in which prophecy finally ceaſed among 
the Jews, will account for the ſuppreſſion 
of this faculty, ** for that it was an age of 
the greateſt turbulency and diſorder, and 
that their ruin and (diſperſion ſoon after 
followed.“ This pretence, I ſay, is alto- 
gether frivolous. For it was preciſely in 
thale circumſtances, that their antient pro- 
phets were moſt numerous, and their in- ( 
ſpirations moſt abundant. It was during 
the calamitous ſeaſon of their captivities 
thi the | KF an Had been _— 
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Agnally; exerciſed: among the Jews. And 
now, when they were carried captive into 
all lands, not a ſingle prophet aroſe, or 
hath ariſen to this day, either for their re- 
proof, or conſolation .f. 
If it be ſaid, © that the pagan oracles 
ceaſed, too, about the ſame time; and 
that the ſame. cauſe, namely, the diffuſed 
light and knowledge of the Auguſtan age, 
was fatal to both; beſides, that this diffu- 
ſion of light, for obvious reaſons, was not 
likely to affect the Jewiſh. prophecies, and 
did pot, as we certainly know, in any 
degree diminiſh the credit of them, with 
that people, the fact itſelf, aſſumed in 
the objection, is plainly falſe. For the 
pagan oracles continued for ſeveral ages 
| [#] Ts not! their eaſe exactly delineated by the — 
phet Ezekiel—Mi/chief /hall come upon miſchief, and 


rumour ſhall be upon rumour; when ſhall they SEEK A vi: 
$10N OF THE PROPHET ; i. e. they ſhall ſeek what 
they ſhall not find, for the Law Hall periſh from the 
prigſt, and cou well from the antients; i. e. their ecele: 
fiaſtical and civil polity, to which prophecy was an- 
nexed, ſhall be utterly aboliſhed, + 20 . vii. 26. 
ante COPIES Haian ul Lil, 1, 2. | 
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after that of Auguſtus; they became leſs 
frequent, only, as Chriſtianity gained 
ground; and were not ſilenced, but among 
the laſt ſtruggles of expiring paganiſm III. 
So that if the Jewiſh prophecies, like 
thoſe of the Gentile world, had been the 
iſſue of fraud, or fanaticiſm (principles, that 
operate at all times, and, with redoubled 
force and activity, in the dark days of per- 
ſecution) one does not ſee, why they might 
not have continued to this day among the 
- bigoted profeſſors of that religen. 
Now, put all theſe things together, that 
is, The long duration of the prophetic 
ſyſtem — the mutual dependance and cloſe 
connection of its ſeveral parts —the con- 
ſiſtency and uniformity of its views, all 
terminating in one point—and the final 
ſuppreſſion of it (as was likewiſe foretold) 
at the very time, when thoſe views were 
accompliſhed ; conſider, I ſay, all this, and 
ſee, if there be not ſomething more than 


In See A. Van Dal E, De Oracularum cthnicorans 
durdtione atgue interitu. | 
is a, blind 
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a blind credulity in the advocates for the 


divinity of ſuch a ſyſtem. See, if there be 
any inſtance upon record of ſo numerous 
prophecies.— ſo long continued - ſo inti- 


mately related to each other and to one 


common end ſo apparently verified and 


ſo ſignally concluded. If there be, I ſhall 


not wonder at the ſuſpenſe and heſitation 
of wiſe men, on this ſubject: but if, on 


the other hand, no ſuch thing was ever 


ſeen, or heard of, out of the land of 
Judæa, they muſt excuſe us if we incline 


to think their diffidence miſplaced, and 


their ſcruples unneceſſary, at leaſt, if not 


difingenuous. | 
1 deſcend no farther into a FI on the 


ſcriptural prophecies concerning Chriſt's 


fr coming. The immenſity of the ſub- 
ject, and the plan preſcribed to me in this 


Lecture, equally reſtrain me from this at- 
tempt. Obſcurities there may, and muſt 


be, in ſo vaſt a ſcheme : - OzjeFions may, 
and muſt occur to the conſtruction and ap- 


plication of particular prophecies. But 
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let any ſerious man take the Bible into his 
hands; let him conſider, not all the pro- 
phecies in that book, but ſuch as are more 
obvious and intelligible; and let him com- 
pare ſuch . prophecies, as he muſt acknow- 
ledge, and may, in part at leaſt, under- 
ſtand, with the fach, in which he ſees 
their completion, or ſo far, as he may 
think it probab/e that they have been com- 
; _ - and I dare be confident that ſuch 
an inquirer will be much ſtruck with the 
amount of the evidence from prophecy, in 
ſupport of divine revelation. If, indeed, 
on this general ſurvey, he find nothing to 
affect him, I ſhall not deſire him to puſh. 
his reſearches into the more ſecret and myſ- 
terious prophecies: much leſs, ſhall T ad- 
viſe him to wade through that cloud of 
ſmaller difficulties, in which the ignorant 
temerity of ſome - writers, and the obſcure 
diligeuce of others, hath involved bis, as Fr 
_— away any others ſubject, bY 4 


To SPEAK PLAINLY, the only. 1 
tion, which to me ſeems likely to per- 
| ; - 
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yet fair and candid minds, is chi 
That the argument from prophecy is 
underſtood to be addreſſed to thoſe, *who 
admit the divinity 'of the Jewiſh ſcriptures 
that the Jews themſelves were eminent- 
ly in this ſituation tliat, beſides this ad- 
vantage, the Jews were better qualified, 
than any others, to interpret their own 
prophecies, and to judge of their comple- 
tion—and yet, that theſe; very men nei- 
ther n nor 1 MT ip = _ 3 
men l 

Several e are 92 ed which 
_ deſerve to be En ty we them in 
an n nn i 62 cc 


Wi It is ; ſaid, <6 that tha 3 1 


- are not to this day, | convinced. by the 
argument from: prophecy.” This alle gation 
is in part falſe: for multitudes I], figs 
among the Jews, were, in the apoſte 
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age, converted to Chriſtianĩty; and theſe 
are well known to have laid a peculiat 
ſtreſs on this argument. The greater part 
of that people, indeed, diſbelieved; and 
have continued to this day in their infi- 
delity. But then let it be conſidered, 1. 
that we have an adequate cauſe of this 
effect, in the prejudices of the Jewiſh 
nation; prejudices, of which their whole 
hiſtory evidently convicts them. 2. That, 
notwithſtanding their rejection of Jeſus, 
they admit the exiſtence and authority f 
thoſe prophecies, which we apply to him; 
and that they themſelves have conſtantly - 
applied theſe very prophecies to their e — 
peed Meſſiah: ſo that the queſtion be- 
tween us is only this, Whether they, or 
we, rightly apply them. 3. That their 
perverſe obſtinacy in refuſing to ſubmit to 
the evidence of their prophecies, is itſelf | 
| foretold by their own SM | 


| I. Büt it is Kiber ſaid, ee that their 
2 in ibis en is 3 than 
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ours, for that they muſt beſt underſtand their 
ou prophecies, and OY beſt of TO com- 


pletion.“ . 5 | 


t. 1 do not perceive on what Fre of 
reaſon, this is ſaid. The old prophecies 
belong to us, as well as to them; and 
have been conſidered with as Men dili- 
gence by Chriſtian,” as by Jewiſh expo- 
ſitors. Their cuſtoms, their hiſtory, their 


ties. Their very language. hath been ſtu- 
died by Chriſtians with a care; not inferior 
to that which the Jews themſelves employ 
upon it; with a care, that not unfrequent- 
ly, in both, hath AY into wn 
ſlition 2 += | 
IF it: be b 66 dint the ancient; „ Jews; 
that is, the Jews in the time of Chriſt, 
muſt have been better qualified, than we 
now are, to interpret the prophecies, the 
language, they ſpoke, being only a dialect 
of that in which the prophecies are 
written; the anſwer is already given, 
under the laſt article: to Which we may 
Vor. * =: further 


traditions, are equally known to both par- 
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further add, that Chriſtianity being ck 
better underſtood now, than it was then. 
the force of the prophetic language con- 
cerning it (if, indeed, the prophecies have 
any ſuch thing in view) muſt be more diſ- 
tinctly apprehended, in many inſtances, 
by Chriſtians at this day, than it could be 

by the Jews, even when they ſpoke a 
dialect of the Hebrew language. So that 
ſtill I do not ſee, upon the whole, what 
advantage the Jews, whether of ancient or 
modern times, can be thought to have 
over us, in explaining the prophetic ſcri We 


tures. And then 


As to the completion of the pro- 


1 the ſame hiſtories are in the 


hands of both: and if they do not apply 


them, as we do, the appeal is open to 


common ſenſe. Every man is left at li- 


berty to judge for himſelf, which ſide is 


deſt ſupported in the application of them. 


The prejudice might, indeed, be thought 
equal on both ſides, if it were not decided 


"by their own ſcriptures, that no prejudice 


> K — aaa 
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of any people upon earth was ever 0 in- 
„ as that of the Jews. e 
3. Laſtly, on both heads, there is a pe⸗ 


cu preſumption, that they, and not we, 


are miſled by prejudice: it is this: They 
were led by their prophecies, as inter- 
preted by themſelves, to expect that they 
would be completed at the time, in Which, 


we ſay, they were completed and it was 


not till after the coming of Chriſt that 


they began to interpret them differently, 
= to look out for another completian of 


Judge then, if they, or we, are 
E to have erred moſt, through pre- 


judice, in expounding and applying the 


Prophecies. The natural and proper ſenſe 


will be thought to be that, in which we 


take them; for that ſenſe octirifed firſt to 
themſelves, and was, in truth, their ſenſe, 
before we adopted it. 

When I ſay— their ſenſe —1I mean, eſpe- 
cially, in reſpect to the time, which they 
had fixed for the accompliſhment of the. 
Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah : for, as 
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— 


to their givin g a temporal ſenſe to ſome 
prophecies, in which we find a ſpiritual, 


that is another matter, concerning which, 
as I ſaid, the appeal lies to every compe- 


tent and diſpaſſionate inquirer. In the 
mean time, it muſt be thought ſome pre- 
ſumption in favour of the Chriſtian inter- 
pretation, that, whereas the Jzws, in re- a 
jecting a ſpiritual or myſtical ſenſe of thoſe 
prophecies (which yet is admitted by them, 
without ſcruple, on other occaſions, and is 
well ſuited to the genius of their whole 


poſing a wo. fold Maſſias — a new conceit, 
taken up, without warrant from their ſcrip- 
tures, and againſt their own former ideas 
and expectations — WE, on the contrary, 
by the help of that ſpiritual ſenſe, are able 
to explain all the prophecies of one and 


Tagen are driven to the neceſſity of ſup- 


tbe ſame Meſſias, eonformably to the event, 


and even to the time which the Jews 
themſelves had prefixed for the completion 
of them. 


Now, 


* 
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Now, when, of two interpretations, one 
has apparently all the marks of ſhift,” con- 


ws 


ſtraint, and diftreſs in it, and 2 other 


comes out eaſy, uniform, and conſiſtent: 


we may gueſs beforehand, as I ſaid, which 
of them i is Reiß to be well: founded. | 


„ 


1m. Still it is N 0 tte the ar- 
gument from prophecy is properly ad- 
dreſſed to thoſe only who admit the divi- 
nity of the Jewiſh ſcriptures, as the Jews 
have invariably done; and that it hath no 
force, but on that previous ſuppoſition. 
Why then is the argument preſſed on 
others, who do not believe the divine au- 


f 


thority of thoſe ſcriptures? And how 


ſhould it prevail with any, whether be- 


lievers or not, when the Jews them 


| ſelves, who of all men moſt firmly be- 


lieye that authority, are not nn | 


by it? | 
The latter part of the- difficulty; which 


reſpects the incredulity of the Jews, hath 


been ar removed; ſo far, I mean, as 
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it is Counded on their ls... As for 
the A ſertian, That the argument from 
prophecy preſuppoſes the truth and divinity 
of the Jewiſh ſcriptures, and-muſt there - 
fore have moſt weight with the Jews, or 


rather hath no weight at all, but with 


them, or- with others, who admit that com- 
mon principle,“ though ſomething, like 


this, may have been ſaid, I take it to be 


wholly unſupported as well by fad, as by 
any good reaſon. 
1. I argue againſt this aſſumption from 
falt; that is, from the method, taken by 
the early Chriſtians to convert the Gentile 
world, and from the Jueceſs of that me · 
thod. 
If we look into the hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
we ſhall find the Apoſtle Peter, preſſing 
this argument from prophecy on the gen- 
tile Cornelius In]; and the Apoſtle Paul, 
urging it with effect, on the Jews indeed 
birſt, but alſo on 1 Aſiatic N 3 


T. Acts x. | 
le] Acts xiü. 42. 48. 


If 


If we turn to the Chriſtian Ache we 
ſhall find them addreſſing this topic to 


Gentile unbelievers, nay, as venturing the 


whole cauſe of Chriſtianity on this ſingle 


argument [p]. Juſtin Martyr makes as free 
_ uſe of it in his apology to the Antonines, 


as in his dialogues with Trypho. We 
know, too, the ſucceſs of this argument, 
thus employed, in many inſtances: and 
therefore ſee, as well the f/ne/s of the ar- 
gument to produce this effect, as the judge- 

ment of the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſti- 
ans concerning its fitneſs. But to come 

2. to the reaſon of the thing. 

The Jews, who profeſſed to believe, ans 
did, in fact, believe, the divine inſpiration 
of their ſacred oracles, were, doubtleſs, 


bound by their own ins ata. to expect | 
= Tin yag OY y ade, ravewliſh irubduuda, ors 


sro Th eyemity is, % #070 rh xpiouw TS wievlogs 
abe ins wohl, ti wh lailisa, r Ahe 
. Arbe yn, * wg ard En 
x3 zog vert dg dle 


* 


"Javits ManTyR, Apol. i. c. 88. 
1 4 with 
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with aſſurance the due completion of them, 
The Gentiles, who did not preyiouſly | 
reſpect thoſe oracles, as of divine autho- 
rity, but regarded them only in the light 
of human conjectures, yet ſaw that ſuch _ 
paſſages, whether we call them oracular 
or conjectural, did, in truth, occur in tje 
Jewiſh ſcriptures; and were obliged to- 
admit, on the faith of hjſtqrical teſtimony, + 
that thoſe ſcriptures were compoſed by the © 
perſons whoſe names they bear, and at 
the times fixed for the compoſition of them. 
What then is the difference of the two 
caſes? Only this: the Jews believed that 
their oracles would be fulfilled,” becauſe 
they held them to be divine; the Gentiles 
had to wait till thoſe oracles were fulfil- | 
led, before they. acknowledged their divi- 
nity. In either caſe, the argument is in- 
dependent of the belief, or the expectation, 
and turns on the completion only. Then, 
indeed, the Jew ſees that his belief was 
well founded, and the Gentile admits Fane . 
ie prediction was OW. e, 
iy roy The 
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The miſtake would be equal, on the 
other hand, to conceive, that the argu- 
ment from prophecy pre- ſuppoſes the di- 
vine inſpiration of the New Teſtament. It 
pre- ſuppoſes only the hiſtorical truth of 
that book. Admit this, and compare the 
events recorded in that hiſtory, with the 
prophecies, to which they correſpond, and 
the divinity of both Teftaments is proved. 
For then, the pretenſions of Jeſus are 
made good, by the completion of the pro- | 
phecies ; and the inſpiration of the pro- 
Phets is concluded, from the delivery of 
them. © 
In both caſes (let me repeat it) it is not 
the · authority of the books containing the 
prophecies, nor of the books recording 
the facts, in which they are fulfilled, but 
ſimply the completion of the prophecies in 
thoſe facts, ſeen and acknowledged, which 
infers the divinity - of either Teſtament. 
Even the Jew would retract his high 
opinion of the prophecies, if he did not 
admit or expect the ee, of 
| | them; 


Fg — : 
Ss : 4 
i # 
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them; and the Chriſtian would renounce 
his faith in Jeſus, if his hiſtory did not 
accord to the prophecies, alledged., 
Ts true, that, with either, the argu - 
ment would gain more attention, than with 
ſuch as profeſſed no previous belief in the 
divinity of the Old or New Teſtament. 
But its force is really the ſame, on both 
ſuppoſitions. It lies merely in the con- 
viction, which one hath from the evidence 
produced, that certain prophetic paſſages 
were delivered in the Old Teſtament, and 
have been fulfilled by certain en 
ing events. related in the New. | 
On the whole, there is no reaſon to con- 
clude, that we are not as good judges of 
the argument from prophecy, as the Jews 
were; or, that this argument ought” to 
have the leſs weight with us, becauſe the 
Jews were not convinced by it. For the 
argument doth, in no degree, depend on 
faith, but is calculated to produce it. It 
is -equally ſtrong, or equally weak, to a 
OF” or your or even to an unbe- 
liever: 


* 
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lever :- the ſole pbint in queſtion; being 
this, Whether ſuch things, as were pro- 
phetically delivered, appear to have been 
fulfilled: a point, on which common ſenſe 
and common honeſty will _— deride, 
on every ſuppoſition” _ 
\ I know, indeed, that, unleſs we ſup⸗ | 
oak the inſpiration of the prophets, ſome 
paſſages, delivered by them, will not fo 
probably be thought to intend Chriſt, as 
they will be, if we acknowledge that prin- 
ciple : and, on the other hand, that there 
are ſome circumſtances in the hiſtory of 
Jeſus, which will not be ſo readily ſeen 
10 refer to preceding prophecies, if the in- 
ſpiration of Jeſus and his Apoſtles be not 
previouſly admitted. But I do not argue, 
at preſent, from either of theſe topics. 
There are paſſages enough, clearly pre- 
diktive of the Meſſiah, and clearly accom- 
Pliſbed in him, to afford a ſolid foundation 
for the argument from prophecy, as here 
inſtiturd, without looking out for any 
2 os FO. 


_ 
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other of more nice and ambiguous inter 
pretation. v #9 
Hence we ſee . dangerous wittake © 
of thoſe, who contend that the argu- 
ment from prophecy hath not, of it- 
ſelf, the nature of a direct poſitive proof, 
of our religion. Prophecies fulfilled, I 
mean ſuch prophecies as thoſe in queſ- 
tion, prove invincibly the divine inſpira- 
tion of the prophets. | But, if the pro- 
phets were inſpired, the divine [miſſion 
of him, in whom the predicted marks of 
the Meſſiah meet, muſt needs be acknow- 
ledged. And what more is required to 
prove the truth of Chriſtianity? Not even the 
evidence of miracles, performed by Chriſt, 
if the prophecies had not made them one 
mark of his character. The truth is, Pro- 
phecies and Miracles are, in themſelves, two 
diſtinct poſitive praofs. Either proof is di- 
red, and would have been ſufficient, if the 
other had not been given. But the divine 
goodneſs, for our more abundant ſatiſ- 
faction, and to leave infidelity without 


excuſe, 
„ 
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excuſe, hath made the one proof de- 


pendent on the other: ſo that neither 
the argument from prophecy. is complete, 


without the miracles; nor the argument 


from miracles, as applied to Chriſt, un- 
leſs he likewiſe appear to have fulfilled 


the prophecies. Can we deſire a ſtronger 


proof, that neither they, who predicted 
the miracles, were falſe prophets; nor Be, 
who claimed to himſelf: the application 


of ALL the * was a falſe Meſ- 


ab? 


The reflexions, on .the * lt | 


order of the a of thoſe eſpeci- 
ally concerning Chriſt's FIRST coming 


together with what has been ſaid on the 


independency of this argument on Jewiſh 


or Chriſtian: ' conceſſions; may ſerve to 


convince us, That we ſhall do well to 
ſuſpend our concluſions concerning the 
evidence of prophecy, till we have ex- 
amined the whole ſubject. In the mean 
time, this part of the ſubject, thus far 


opened and explained, leads us, with ad · 


vantage, 
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Prophecies concerning Chrilt% 
SECOND COMING. 


Isaran 0 9. ; 


Babel, the former things are come to paſs, 
and new things do I declare: before they 
ſpring forth, 4 tell * x them. - 


T muſt ſtrike the moſt. careleſs reader 
of the prophecies to obſerve, that the 
general ſubject of them all was announced 
from the earlieſt time, and was only drawn 
out more diſtinctly by ſucceeding prophets : 
that, of the two ages, into which the 
world of God, I mean his religious world, 
is divided in holy ſcripture, the former, 
won abounds moſt in prophecy, was 
| plainly 
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_ plainly made ſubſervient to the latter: that 
not only the events of that preceding age 
are foretold by its own prophets, but that 
the fortunes of the laſt, and very remote 
© age, are occaſionally revealed by them; 
and that the ſame oracles, which atteſt the 
frf# coming of Chriſt, as if impatient to 


be confined to ſo narrow bounds, overflow, 


as it were, into the future age, and expa- 


tiate on the princi ipal facts and circumſtances 


of his ſecond coming. 
By this divine artifice, if I may ſo ſpeak, 


the | two diſpenſations, the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian, are cloſely tied together, or aa- 
ther compacted into one intire harmonious 
ſyſtem; ſuch, as we might expect, if it 
were indeed formed, and conducted by him, 
to whom- are known all his works from the 
beginning [a]. | 
So that, in reſpect of "AY fortunes; 
which were to befall the Chriſtian church, 
even in the latter days, we may {till aſk, in 
the triumphant terms of the Jewiſh pro- 


La Acts XV. 18. 7 I; | 
T Phet— 
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phet — Have Jr not known ? Have ye not 
heard? Hath it not been told you from the 
Beginning? Have ye not underſtood Jroe * 
foundation of tht earth [U]? 1 55 
But, though this ſubject was opened by 
the old prophets, ſo far as ſeemed expedi- 
ent in that age, and clearly enough to ſhew 
the integrity and continuity of the whole 
ſyſtem, it was more illuſtriouſly, becauſe 
more dittinctly, diſplayed by tlic 7 
cal prophets. | 
And here, again, the ſumè provifion of 
wiſdom atid goodneſs meets us, as before. 
The Chriſtian prophets, like the Jewiſh, 
beſpeak our attention to what they reveal 
of the greater and more diſtant events in 
their diſpenſation, by other leſs moment- 
ous prophecies, which were ſpecdily to be 
accompliſhed le]; this, impreſling 1 upon! us 
[8] Ifaiah xl, 21. 


le] We ſee this deſign very plainly; in the prophe - 
cies of Jeſus concerning his ocun death and rgſurrection; 
concerning the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt on the day of Pen- 
 tecoff; concerning events, that were to e Hir e 59 
and i in other inſtances,  __ i; 


Vor. 1 M an 
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- an, awful ſenſe of their divine foreſight, 
and , procuring an eaſy credit from us to 
their ſubſequent predictions : ohile - the 
events, which both theſe prophetic ſchemes 
point out, are ſo diſtributed through all. time, 

. as to. furniſh, ſucceſſively, to the ſeveral ages 

e the world, the means of a Saſs and 421 
growing conviction 4]. 


As THE ORDER of theſe. Diſcourſes, 
now, leads me to exemplity this Iaſt ob- 
ſervation, I ſhall do it in THREE remark- 
able prophecies concerning the Chriſtian | 
church; I mean thoſe, which reſpect 
1. TR DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 
2. THE DISPERSION OF THE JEws, And 
3. THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES» 
I refer to theſe prophecies, as well 

known. They are in the number of thoſe, 
which, in part, were delivered by the 


fa] La plus grande 28 Jeſus Chriſt, ce 
Gon les propheties. C'eſt auſſi a quoi Dieu a la plus 
pourvũ; car Fevenement, qui les a remplies, eſt un 
 MizaAcEe $UBSISTANT depuis la en de FEgliſe 
Jaſqu' a la fin. M. TO - 
| . Jeviſh 
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Jewiſh -prophets ; and afterwards, more 


aiftigetly revealed by the Chriſtian. 


I. This / DESTRUCTION or THE Jewrsn 


err AND TEMHLE, is an event of the 
utmoſt moment in the view of revealed 


religion. It accompliſhed a great number 
of prophecies, and vindicated the honour 


of Jeſus, by a ſignal vengeance on his 
murderers. It anſwered, beſides, other im- 
portant purpoſes of divine providence; by 


putting a viſible and neceſſary end to the 


Jewiſh ceconomy, which was now to give 
way to the diſpenſation of the Meſſiah; 
and by diſperſing the Jews into all lands, 


for many wiſe and "admirable "reaſons. 


Hence, of all the prophecies, - delivered 
by Chriſt himſelf (who was a' prophet, 
though indeed much more 'than'a prophet) 
This alone is diſplayed by him, at large, 
and in all its circumſtances. . 

If any man, unacquainted with theſe 


matters, ſhould doubt, whether this pro- 


oy of Jeſus, as recorded in three of the 
| M 2 four 


— 
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four Goſpels, were not delivered, that is 
forged, after the event, I might refer him 
to the numerous writers on that ſubject. 
But 1 hold it ſufficient to ſay, 1, On the 
faith of all antiquity, that theſe Goſpels 
were not only written, but publiſned to 
the world, before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem—2, that the early date of their com- 
poſition is apparent from many internal 
characters, diſperſed through theſe writ- 
ings—3, that no interpolation of this pro- 
phecy could afterwards take place, becauſe 
the prophecy i is interwoyen with the gene- 
ral thread of the hiſtory — and, 4, laſtly, 
that no unbeliever of the primitive times, 
hether Jew or Gentile, when preſſed, as 
both frequently were, by this prophecy, 
appears to have had recourſe to the want, 
/\ either of forgery, or interpolation [e]. 
The authenticity and early date of the 
prophecy is, then, on theſe is aſ- 
ſumed. Ls | | 


lei For theſe ett ſee Dr. Join? J Re on 
gu. Hiftory, vol. I. * 20-89. ; 11 
I will, 


Fe a 


- 
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I will, further, ſuppoſe (becauſe the 
hiſtory of Joſephus invincibly proves it) 
that all the particulars, mentioned in this 
prophecy, concurred in the event, 

But this, you will ſay, might well be: 
for what more uniform, than the characters 
of diſtreſs in a great city, forced and deſo- 
lated by a ſuperior enemy? And what 
more probable, than that, ſome time or 
other, ſuch ſhould he the fate 1 every 
any Gity D555 

It - may further by FW is That, 
if ever Jeruſalem was to-be deſtroyed, the 
obſtinate humour of its inhabitants, and 
the nature of the place, would probably draw 
this deſtruction upon it, in the way it 
actually happened, in the way of fege[f]: 
that, then, all the miſeries, endured by 
the Jews, n naturally fall on a a deſpe- 


FW: 10 An event, it mult. be owned, the 1 more - likely to 
| happen, as the Jews had always been diſpoſed to traſt 
to their high and fenced walls; which yet could never 
defend them from their enemies, as their hiſtory ſhews, 
and, as * had diſtinctly toretold, Deut. XXViii. 52. 
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rate people from an irritated and ſucceſsful 
conqueror; above all, in antient times, 


vhen conqueſt and clemency were little 


acquainted with each other: that, as for 
the preceding wars, famines, Peſtilences, and 
earthquakes (which are mentioned, in the 
prophecy, as /igns of the approaching de- 
ſolation) zhe/e, are ſuch uſual things i in the 


courſe of the world, as may be ſafely made 


the prognoſtics of any predicted event 
whatſoever: that Jeſus, therefore, as any 
other wiſe man, might form his prediction 
on theſe principles; and truſt to time, and 


the e of mankind, for the comple- | 


tion of it.“ 
Now, let al this bh allowed (and ſeepti- 


cim itſelf will hardly make other or 
greater demands. upon us) ſtill, the honour 
of Jeſus ſtands ſecure; and this fine fabric 
of ſuſpicion is overturned at once, if we 
reflect on two or three circumſtances, un- 
luckily, and, if the prophet be not divine, 
unneceſſarily wrought into the texture of 


this famous PR” 
Fug, 
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- Firſt, I obſerve, that this deſtruction 
was to come from the hands of the Ro- 
mans g]; and without doubt, if it were to 
happen in any reaſonable time, it could not 
ſo probably be expected to come from any 
other quarter. But, then, was it kely that 
Judza, at that time a Roman province, 
ſhould be thus deſolated by its own maſters? 


4 ws yap id 7 79 ld, int oviaxttacriai of dil 

Meaning by eagles, the ſtandards of the Roman arm 

— Some writers of name have, indeed, obſerved, that 
this is only a proverbial expreſſion. True: but pro- 
verbial prophecies are often fulfilled in the ſtrict literal 
ſenſe of the expreſſion; as. Grotius well obſerves on 
Matth. xxvi. 23. hic quoque accidit, quod in tis 
aliis vaticiniis, ut verba—non tantùm ſecundùm pro- 
verbialem loquendi modum, fed etiam ſecunddm ex- 
afiſimam verborum ſignificationem implerentur.—If the 
reader calls to mind the prediction of our Lord, as it is 
elſewhere expreſſed, without a figure cen ye all fee 
Feruſalem compaſſed <vith ARMIES: [Luke xxi. 20. 
and compares it with the event, he will hardly make a 
doubt whether eag/cs, in thoſe figurative predictions, 
which reſpect the ſame ſubject, namely, the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, were not intended by our Lord to de- 
note, the Roman armies. 


[8] Matth. xiv. 28. and compare Luke xvii. a 
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Was it to be preſumed, that ſo ſmall a pro- 
vince ſhould dare to engage in a formal 
conteſt with Rome, the miſtreſs of the 
world, as well as of Judza? with Rome, 
then in the zenith of her power, and irre- 
ſiſtible to all nations? Was it concezvable, 
if any future diſtraction of that mighty 
empire ſhould tempt. the Jews to oppoſe 
their feeble efforts to its high fortune, that 
a vengeance fo ſignal, fo complete, ſhould 
be taken upon them? that nothing leſs 
than a tota exterminatiqn ſhould be pro- 
poſed, and effected? The ruin of the 
temple at Jeruſalem was to be ſo entire, 
that one Bone ſhould not be left upon another. 


| Allow for the exaggerated terms of a pro- 


phetic deſcriprian ; ſtill, was it imaginable, 
that the Romans ſhould, in any proper ſenſe 
of the words, execute this denunciation ? 


Was it their way, as it was afferwards that 


of the Goths, to wage war with onen? 
Was it a principle with them, to beat 
down the pride of buildings, as well as 
ef en b]? Would even their police, or 


their 
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their pride, have ſuffered them to blot out 


an antient, a renowned, an illuſtrious tem- 
ple, the chief ornament of their province, 
the glory of the eaſt, and _ en wy 
their own conqueſts?  - 

Such an event was very improbable, in 
ne een and © hiſtory ſnhews, that 
it did not come to pals in any ordinary 

way. For the inſtrument, in the hands of 
heaven, of this exterminating vengeance, 
was a man, the moſt unlikely of all others, 
to inflict it; a man, who by nature abhor- 
red ſuch extremities; who, in fact, did his 
utmoſt to prevent this dreadful cataſtrophe, 
and could not prevent it [i].— Sill, a more 
un manageable circumſtance, than te oc- 
curs in the prophecy. eo 9 

Secondly, it is implied that ONE 1 our 
L diſciples ſhould ſurvive this deſola- 


[5] Aſſuredly this prophecy was not in the number 
of thoſe, of which it hath been ſaid he prophecy is 
not occaſioned by the event, but the event by the . 

' L{'eventiment wet pas predit parce guil arrivera; mais it 
arrive parce qu'il a its predit. ROUSSEAU, Nouv. — 
t. iv. = 314. n. Neuf. 1764. 1 
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tion 1015 K. and it is expreſsly aſſerted, that 


the then /ub/ifting. generation ſhould not paſs 


away, before all theſe things were accompliſh- 
ed IJ. They, wzxe accompliſhed, within 
forty years from the date of the prophecy, 
and before the death of that diſciple. The 
fact i is certain and undeniable: ] leave the 
reſt to your own reflexions. : 
Thirdly, warning is given in this pro- 


| phecy to the diſciples of Jeſus, to fly from 


this impending ruin; and a ſignal is held 
out to them, for that purpoſe mn]. It is 


further predicted, that they ſhould avail 


themſelves of this ſignal; and ſo entirely 
eſcape the ſnare, in which the reſt of their 
countrymen ſhould be taken, that not a 
hair of their beads ſhould periſh [n]. And this 
part of the prophecy wat it Oy" com- 
pleted (o]. 


14 Matth. TOR Ve . l 13 
// ²˙²˙] Ü ww ͤ/tt, gn dr Tee 
Uu] Luke xxi. 20. It F 
[a] Luke xxi. 18. Acts i li. og Mark xiii. 20. TH: 
Lo] See the learned Biſhop Newton's Digertations on. 


the EP vol. ii. Ps 268. n. 5 | Fa 7 Y. | 
| 79, 
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Lafth, this prophecy was inc umbered 


with another ſtrange event, needleſsly in- 


cumbered with it, if the whole were an. 


impoſture. It is ſaid, that zhe Goſpel ſhould. 
be preached in all the. world, for.a witneſs. 


unto all nations, before it ſhould be fulfilled, 


Was it not enough to ſay, that the pro- 
phecy ſhould be accompliſhed i in the time 
of that generation, and in the life-time of 
St. John, without adding ſo unlikely a 


circumſtance, as. that a general promulga- - 


tion of the Goſpel, by a few unlettered 
and unfriended fiſhermen, ſhould precede 


the accompliſhment. of it ?—T, know, that. . 
this part of the prophecy admits a ſecondary 


ſenſe: but, in the primary ſenſe, it was ſa 


far fulfilled, as to, aſtoniſh, us with the di- 


vine foreſight of its author. 
I gmit other conſiderations, that might 


be alledged. But you ſee that, ſetting 


aſide ſuch particulars in the prophecy, as 


— men may think themſelves able 


to draw within the ſphere of human con- 
jecture, there are ſeveral things expreſſed 
bo | in 
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in it; ſo ſtrange to all apprehenſion, ſo. 


unlikely to happen, fo impoſſible for any 


natural ſagacity to foreſee, and yet ſo cer- 
tainly and punctually fulfilled, that no- 
thing ſhort of divine inſpiration can poſſibly 
account for them. The prophecy, 4n all 


its parts, is divine: but in thbeſe, its mw 


ow is clear my Eo eng FEEL 


II. Tux DrispersION or THE ' Jews, is 


another event, which ceferves Thou con- 


fideration, 

Moſes himſelf had predicted this cir- 
cumſtance of their fortune, in terms of the 
greateſt energy. He had told them hat 
they ſhould be removed into all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and that they IN be ſcattered” 
among all people from one end of - the earth 


even unto the other— that, among the na- 
tions, into which they ſhould' be driven, 
they ſhould find no eaſe, nor reſt, and that 
' they ſhould be only oppreſſed and cruſhed 
akvay—that they ſhould become an aſftoniſh- 
ment, a * and a ly. word among all 


nations — 


173 


nations — and that their. plagues. ſhould be 
wonderful, and of long continuancę [y]. Theſe 
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| P rophecies had been, to a certain degree, 


fulfilled in other parts of their hiftory : 


but there was to be a time, when the 


ꝛrath of God ſhould: come upon them 10 the 
uttermoſt [q]. This time was now come, 


when their city was deſtroyed, and their ; 


land deſolated, by the arms of Titus. 


Then, as Jeſus propheſied of them, were 


the days of vengeance, that all things, which 


were written, ſhould' be fulfilled : then, were 


they to be led away captive into all nations 

and thenceforth, W Feruſalem to be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles, until THE TiMEs 
OF THE GuNnILes SHOULD BE FUL- 


FILLED [1]. 
Nor fay, * this hf prophecy” is in- 


definite: for the times of the Gentiles is a 


period, well known in the prophetic writ- 
ings; a period, of long duration indeed, 


fp] Deut. xxviii. 

{9] 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. 

ſr] Luke Xi. 42. 24 
1 | 3 
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as the event hath ſhewn; yet a period, 
marked out by other prophecies (which 2 
may come} in turn, to be' conſidered in 
this Lecture) no leſs diftin@tly, than ow 
other captivities had been. 

For, to all theſe predictions there un 
be added oye more, which exprelsly aſſerts 
the return of this people, in ſome future 

, from their long and wretched dif- 
perſion: for blindneſs, in part, only, hath 
happened to Iſrael; and that again, ill 'the 

Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come ins]. This, 
St. Paul terms a myſtery: and yet the 
antient prophets had a glimpſe of it, when 
3 they foretold, that the Lord would not make a 
5 full end of tbem [i], and that a remnant of 
. them. ſhould remain, and ſhould return in the 
latter days[4]. Moſes himſelf, who had 
denounced ſuch heavy judgements upon 
them, and of ſo Jong continuante, during 
their — had — with his "Nov 


DL] Rom. xi. 2 5. 

L:] Jer. xlvi. 18. . | 
21 Iai. x. 21. Exek. vi. C. 2 
. this 
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this one note of Mercy Aud yet for all 
that, when they lie in the land of their enemies, 
Iwill not caſt them away, neither will Fab- 
hor them, io deſtroy them 'UTTERLY: "and to 
| bre 4 h covenant eg thew L. 
3 12 2 i 
nlite theſs POWER and- EY 
het with the preſent and paſt ſtate of this 


people for ſeventeen hundred years; and 


ſee; if there be nothing to take your at- 


rention, or, rather, your aſtoniſhment, j in the 
vowpletion 12 1 8 


873 'Þ: 10 IRS + 

Why i is chis dreadful ven geance, Angular 

in its circumſtances, and never yet expe- 
enced by any other people on the face of 
the earth, 1 is 1 peculiar ven 1 — 


Sau my be, is not 0 fat, ſuch as was 
predicted? * 


.* "The e you will ay, have 
the WIS, of being e. But 


bel Lr. vi. 44. 
where 
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where is the wonder, that a KTP difs. 
tinguiſhed by a /ngular religion, and above 
meaſure addicted to it, ſhould continue to 
_ exiſt under that diſtinction, and ſnhould be 
every where known by it? That a people, 
on account of their profeſſion, more than 
commonly obnęxious to the other religi- 
ous ſects, ng whom the earth hath 
been chiefly parceled out—to the Heathen, 
for their unconquerable averſion to idola- 
try to the Chriſtians, for the atrocious 
murder of their founder - to the Mahome- 
tans, for the conſtant rejection of their 
prophet ſnould be the ſcorn and outcaſt 
of all three; and that, being excluded 
from the only country to which they 
have any attachment, they ſhould be va- 
gabonds on the earth, and ſhould diſ- 
perſe themſelves indifferently through every 
quarter of it, as caprice, or intereſt, or 
convenience, invites them? That, laſt- 
ly, being thus diſtinguiſhed from all 
men, and thus at enmity with all, they 
ſhould never be ſulffered 0. enter into any 


% ) 


= 
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other civil community, or to ellabliſti 9890 
diſtin community of their own ?? “ 
But the wonder doth not lie, altogether, 
where theſe queſtions ſeem to place it. 
That the Jews, while they profeſs them- 
ſelves ſuch, ſhould be thus treated, maß 
be natural enough: but that they ſhould 
continue, for ſo many ages, under ſuck 
treatment; every where and always ſpurn- 
ed, reviled, oppreſſed; yet neither worn 
out by this uſage; nor induced by it to 
renounce their offenſive profeſſion, -and 
take refuge in the maſs of people, among 
whom they live; that neither time, not 
cuſtom, nor ſuffering, ſhould get the better 
of their bigotry or patience; ' but that 
they ſhould ſtill ſubſiſt a. numerous, 3 
diſtinct, a wretched people, as they do, 
to this day— all this hath ſomething pro- bo 
digious in it, which the common princi> Wi 
— — human nature wall. not 6 ea «7 11 


2 Hear ha pivitiaad and reflefing M. Paſcal 2» 
L'etat oh Pon voir les Juifs eſt une grande preuve de la = 
Vo L. I. e N | , We, | 
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we, a admit the divine origin of 
their religion; 3 and adore, with them, the 
extraordinary providence, - by which their 
polity was ſo long adminiſtered and up- 
held; can better, than any others, ex- 
plain this difficulty. For, what ſo likely 
to produce an invincible attachment to 
Rar Law, as the abundant evidence, they 
had of its authority? But neither, will this 
account o of che matter be found ſatisfactory. 
For, as if on purpoſe to diſcredit this ſolu- 
tion, their hiſtory informs us, That ten, 
of the twelve tribes, which originally com- 
poſed their nation, did, in fact, diſappear 
under their laſt captivity, and were, in a 
meaſure at leaſt, abſorbed: in it. 1f 
ſuch, then, was the. fate of Ifrael. in its 
| diſperſion, within the compaſs of not many 
generations, and yet the relics of ae 


Religion. Car Ceft une chile Stondante Toit ce 
peuple fibſifter depuis tant d'annẽes, et de le voir tou- 

jours miſerable — et, quoique il ſoit contraire, DH 
MISERABLE, et DE SUBSISTER, il ſubſiſte neanmoius 
toujours malgre ſa miſere. PENSEESs, p. a 


; * 
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are ſtill; preſerved: in all countries to this 


day, what better or other reaſon can we - 


aſſign for this difference of fortune in two 
branches of the ſame people, equally at- 


tached to the ſame divine Law, than that 


the former were left to the natural conſe- 


quences of a diſperſion, and that the latter | 


were purpoſely kept from being affected 
by them, as the ann had W 
foretold ? © 


If it be ſtall faid, cc. That NES 18 5 7 


ding more extraordinary in this conti- 
nuance of the Jews, under their diſperſion, 
than of other religioniſts in like circum- 
ſtances; of the Chriſtians for inſtance, 
under the Turkiſh dominion ;” the Caſes 
(to ſay nothing of the difference in point 
of time) are, in many reſpects, entirely 
unlike. ! Tat ; 


The Aſiatic Cai bran, a a con- 


fidence, and ſome degree of protection, 


from the many flouriſhing Chriſtian em- 
pires, which fubſiſt in other JOE of 


the world. ; 
„ 5 tank 
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Tuxv, can perform all the duties of 
heir religion, as perfectly i in the countries, — 
where they reſide, as in any other. | 

_ "'Tazy, have the future hopes of the 
Goſpel, the proper ſanction of their Law, 
to ſupport them in all the diſtreſſes, to 
which their Chriſtian profeſſion may, at 
preſent, expoſe them. What is it to them, 
as St. Auſtin well obſerved in a like caſe, 
that they ſuffer for a ſeaſon in a ſtrange 
land: when even in their own, that is, a 
Chriſtian country, they are till obliged, 
by the principles of their religion, to con- 
ſider them W. N as N and , 


* 


on the eartb [y]? f1 
The coddition of FR Jaws;'s on the other 


rt is widely different. THzv, profeſs 
a religion, founded on temporal promiſes, 
uy and how miſerably theſe have THO 


fy]. =<Multd minus — in capti- 
vitate facratoriim ſuorum, qui ſupernam patriam veraci 


fide expectantes, etiam in ſuis ſedibys Feregrinos ＋ 4 | 
noverunt, Avg. De Civ. Dei, Li. 15. 


them, 


—— 
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tkem, the experience 1 many ages hath | 


now ſne wn. 


The Jaws, are Gut o out 4 the only 
country in the world, where the ſevetral 


rites and ordinances of their religion can 
be regularly and /awfully obſerved. 
The Jzws, have, beſides, the ſenſible 
ee of knowing, that all their 
brethren of the diſperſion are every where 
in equal diſtreſs with themſelves; and that 
there is not one Jewiſh ſtate or ſovereignty 
ſubſiſting on the face of the whole earth, 
It follows, that in the Jews, ve find 
nothing but their deſiny, ſo plainly read 
to them by their own prophets, as well as 
ours, to account for their long continu- 


ance in their preſent diſperſion; whereas, 


the Afatic Chriſtians have many. reſources 
of comfort within themſelves; and may 
ſubſiſt, in Mahometan countries, on the 


ſame general motives and inducements, 
which ſuſtain the courage. 6 of other unbappy 


men, 
Ny e Yet 
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Tet, notwithſtanding the advantages, 
here pointed out, on the ſide of the Aſiatic 
Chriſtians, the fa# is, that they are re- 
duced to a very ſmall number, and are in- 
ſenſibly melting away under the oppreſſions 
of their Ottoman maſters ; ſo that in no 
long time, if that enormous tyranny 
ſhould be permitted to continue, they 
may, not improbably, quite vaniſh out 
of thoſe countries, where they had former- 
ly ſo many and flouriſhing churches : 
whereas, the Jews continue every where 
to abound in great numbers; they thrive 
under their oppreſſions; and ſeem to 
multiply amidſt their diſtreſſes; as if the 
order of things were reverſed in regard 
to them, and the ſame cauſes operated to 
the conſervation of this people, which tend 
ſo naturally to the waſte and deſtruction of 
every other. | 
Still, T have another reflexion, or two, to 
make on this intereſting ſubject. 
I. It deſerves to be conſidered, that the 
nalives of any country, though ſubdued 
and 


Cowen reverts. hy Me 


and enſlaved by a foreign nation, may, 
indeed, ſubſiſt very long under that 'dif- 
tinction. Thus, the Gentoo Indians have 
preſerved their name and race, under theit 
Mahometan invaders :' and thus, the Moors 
if they had not been violently © expelled; 
might have continued a diſtin& people for 
many ages, in their old Spaniſh quarters. 
But that ſmall colonies of men, tranſported 
into frange and populous nations, ſhould 
preſerve a diſtin exiſtence, and not in- 
ſenſibly moulder. away, and mix themſelves ' 
with their numerous native maſters; This, 
I think, is without example in the hiſtory 
of mankind, If the Jews might be. ex- 
pected to abound any where, it ſhould, 
methinks, be in Judza ; where the ſight 
of the holy land, and the memory of their 
paſt fortunes, might invigorate their pre- 
judices, and perpetuate their attachment 
to the Jewiſh name and worſhip.” But 
it ſo happens, that the number of Jews 
in that country hath now for many ages 
N4 | been 
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2. It ſhould, further, 1 "obs. — at | 


3 that a ſe, whether you will call 
it of religion, or philaſophy, may ſubſiſt 
through a long tract of ages; I mean, that 

certain opinions may continue to be pro- 
feſſed by ſome people, or other, without 
intermiſſion; as may be true of the dorine 
concerning the to principles, at all times 


ſo preyalent in the eaſt; of that ſpecies of 


eaſtern idoſatry, "which, conliſts in the 
worſhip of fire; and in other inſtances. 
But that theſe opinions, in circumſtances 
any thing like thoſe. of the Jews, ſhould 


ſtill be profeſſed not only by ſome, but. by 


the ſame men, that js, by men known to 
be of the ſame extraction, 28 well as of a 


certain perſuaſion z . this, again, is, I think, 
a circumſtance. of great ſingularity, and 
altogether unprecedented i in the caſe of any 


other people. Who knows, of what race 


or family the Preſent Manichees are de- 
a , 75 ſcended, 


6 0 
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"IEENC led, or tha profeſſors of the old Perſian 
idolatry? The followers of the Moſaic 
law, are every where known to be of the 
ſtock of Abraham. They are diſtinguiſned 
in all places, as, being dener ne en 

well as by Ragin. q hoot ith 
3. Suppoſing, oh 1 think cannot Is 
5 Fe that the hiſtory of the world fur- 
niſhes an inſtance or two of a people cir- 
cumſtanced in all reſpects, as the Jews are; 
theſe extraordinary. caſes; would not much 
abate the wonder, we are now. contemplat- 
ing. For how happened it, that a pro- 
phecy delivered above three thouſand years 
ago concerning the fate of a particular peo- 
ple, ſhould;be fo exactly verified, as it has 
hitherto. * when that fate is ſo far 
from being a common one, that it has 
only taken place, in one or two inſtances 
beſides, within the compaſs of ſo. many 
ages? And ſtill, more, how ſhould it enter 
into the head of Moſes to deliver this pro- 
phecy, when, at the time of his delivering 
it, he had abſolutely no inſtance before 
"ls 
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his yew of ſuch fate, in the caſe of ay 
| Theſe lags, en weary to > be wel 

and ſeriouſly conſidered. 0 5 
Laſtly, We believe, on th Faith of 

the ſacred oracles, 4 1 the Jews ſhall 


never be deſtroyed utterly, but ſhall exiſt a 


diſtinct people, as they have hitherto done, 


till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, 


But here, you will ; ſay, the Prophets in- 


dulged a natural pre judice 'in favour 'of 
their own nation; it being the way of all 
people to delight in ſuch dreams of ex- 
"Hence and perpetuity. It may be ſo: But 
ſee, whether this dream hath ever yet been 
ſo far realized, in the caſe of any other 
people. The Romans, for inſtance, were 
as partial to themſelves, and doted as much 
on the idea of their perpetuity, as the Jews. 
But what now is become of their eternal 


empire? Conſider, therefore, the ſingular 


fate of the Jews through ſo many ages, and 
fee whether it be not credible from what 
* Paſt, that che prophet was moved by 


ſome- 
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ſomething more than a ſpirit of national 
vanity, when he faid, Fear thou not, O 
Jacob my ſervant, ſaith the Lord, for I am 
with thee; for I will make à full end of 
all the nations whither I have driven thee, 
BUT I wiLL NoT MAKE A FULL ED or 
THEE [2]. . 


To theſe prophecies concerning 2 
lem, and the Jes, I add 
III. A third, concerning THE CALL "AND 
CONVERSION OF THEGENTILES TO CnRISTr- 
ANTTY. |= 

This prophecy i is very tete a whe- 
ther we conſider — the matter of it —the 
perſons, by whom it was delivered— or, the | 
manner, in which it hath been fulfilled. _ 
1. As it had been declared from the be- 
ginning, that in the promiſed ſeed, all the 
nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, ſo the 
Goſpel, or, the good tidings of that bleſſing, 
was, in due time, to be communicated 
to all nations. Further ſtill, this Goſ- 


pet 


Lz] Jer. xlvi. 28. 
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pel was not only to be: publiſhed to all 
nations, but to be acknowledged and re- 
ceived by them. There are numberleſs 
prophecies to this purpoſe in the books of 
the Old Teſtament: prophecies, which ſay 
xpreſsly that God would give unto the 
Maſſiab the heathen for his inheritance, and 
i} the uttermeſt parts of the earth for his poſ- 
57 Mon [a] — that from the rifing of the ſun 
even unto the going down. of the ſame, bis 
| name ſhould be great among the 'Gentiles Lb 
is a light thing, ſays the . prophet 
Ifaiah, addreſſing himſelf, in the perſon of 
the Almighty, to the Meſſiah, that thou 
ſhouldeſt be my ſervant to raiſe up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of 
Iſrael; I will alſo give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my ſalvation 
to the end of theearth[c]. And Jeſus him- 
ſelf, when he commiſſioned his Apoſtles 
to publiſh. his e, did it in theſe 


1 PL, i ll. 8 : 
[5] Mal. i. 2. 
Le] If. xlix. 6. 


* 


wards — 


| Clrifts 13 ras Tcomtno. ty 


words —Go YE ro ALL THE WORLD, 
AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREA= 


TURE 4. Ft 3 
It is e e e G 


theſe and other paſſages [e], that not the 


_ - Jews only, but all, nations were to be in- 
ſtructed in the Chriſtian: faith; that the 
Goſpel was to be an univerſal | religion ; 
and that, thus, the Meſſiah was to be, in 


every ſenſe, the Saviour of ' mankind. 
There is no doubt, I ſay, but that ſuch 
is the language of the prophets; and that 
they clearly ſuppoſe the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel to have theſe views, and to termi- 
nate in this event. | 
But now, let any man 6 with 
himſelf, what it is to proſelyte the whole 
race of mankind to one faith, and to one 


religion. Let him revolve in his mind 


this greats. this W idea. Let 


10 Mark xvi, 1 6. | 
le] The reader may ſee many of them colledted, and 


the general argument from them well inforced, by Mr. 


Bullock, 1 in his aa Part II, 
him, 


* 
— 
28 —— 5 ” — 
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him, next, turn his thoughts on what 
hiſtory and experience may ſuggeſt to him 
on the ſubject. And then let him tell us, 
whether there be not ſomething extraor- 
dinary in this project: whether, indeed, 
there be any other pep gh of this ſore in 
the annals of mankind. | | 

In the old world, the inſtitutors of 5 
gan religion looked no further, than to ſingle 
communities: each deſtined his eeremo- 

nies for his own people only; and never 
preſumed ſo far on the truth or importance 
of his religious ſcheme, as to ſet it up for 
a ſtandard of belief or worſhip to the other 
f nations of the earth. Even the Jewiſh 
ritual was ſo conſtituted as to reſpect the 
Jews only, and was even practicable no 
where but in the land of Fudza. 

But this idea of univerſality was equally 
ſtrange to the Doctors, as to the Legiſla- 
tors, of the ancient world. Sects of philo- 
ſophy, there were many; eſpouſed with 
zeal, and propagated with induſtry; and 

” ſome of them, of no ſmall extent. Yet 
4 : the 
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the moſt ſanguine, or the moſt ſucceſsful 
| of theſe: ſpeculatiſts never conceived ſo 


much as the idea of bringing all nations 


into their ſyſtem. They. preſumed, in- 

deed, that truth, or probability at leaſk;iwas 
on the ſide of their fayourice opinions ʒ but 
with a ſort of indifference; and, content- 


ing themſelves with their own . ſuperior 


{kill or felicity, left tit to the reſt of the 
world to philoſophize in their own way, 
and on their own principles. They ſeem 
not to have thought it either neceſſary or 
poſſible, that their own ſentiments ſhould 

become the ſtanding, univerſa perſt uaſion of 
mankind. 


Ambition, 1 hath been K 


enterprizing enough to think of ſubduing 


the whole world. But this was the ambi- 


tion of power, not of religion, or philoſo- 
phy: it was an ambition to ſubdue the 
bodies, not the minds of men. This /aft 
was a project, too big for a Cæſar or an 
Alexander, much more, for a Numa or 


192 ene ne 


an Ariſtotle, to entertain. And 1 think 
fit certain, that, except in the ſcheme of 
Clͤkhriſtianity, or ſuch other ſchemes of 
revelation, as have been copied from it [F/ 
we ſhall no where find the idea of uni- 
verſality to have taken place in any reli- 
gious or philoſophical ſect whatſoever [g]. 
If then this idea was familiar to the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian prophets, you will, 
at leaſt, conelude that this circumſtance is 
remarkable enough to engage your atten- 
n: and you - will naturally aſk, bow it 


[/] As in the caſe of Mahometani zin, for inſtance. _ 
IL! What the Philoſopher Celſus thought of ſuch a 
project, we learn from a curious paſſage in Origen. It 
being uſual with the Chriſtians of that time, as of every 
other, to pray for the converſion of the whole world to the 
Chriſtian faith, the philofopher laughs at the extrava- 
gance of this petition. He obſerves upon it, 57: 3 dre 
eh - I Bdev. The words are not eaſily tranſlated, 
But the meaning of them is, That he regarded an uni- 
verſal agreement in one mode of religious belief, as a 
perfect chimæra: and the turn of the words is ſo con- 
trived, as to expreſs the utmoſt contempt of thoſe, who, 
in their ſupreme ignorance of mankind, could enter- 
| tain fo ſenſeleſs an idea. Contr, Cel/um, l. viii. ſub 
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came to paſs that thoſe prophets ſhould 


adopt ſo ſtrange a fancy, which appears 


not to have entered into the views or con- 5 


* of other men. | 
When you are in this train of j inquiry, 
it will ſurprize you ſtill more to find, 


2. By what perſons theſe an ſo. 


remarkable for the matter. of them * were 
announced. RE 

The publiſhers of. this entrecedining 
doctrine were, in one word, Jzws: that 
is, men of the moſt narrow and contracted 
minds 3 men, brought up in the higheſt 
conceit of themſelves, and in the utmoſt 
ſcorn and contempt of the Gentiles ; men, 
accuſtomed to think themſelves the only 
favourites of heaven, and to regard the reſt 


of the world, as outcaſts of its providence ; 


men, in ſhort, induced, partly, by the 
genius of their religion, ill underſtood, and 
partly, by their carnal temper, long indulg- 
ed, to believe with aſſurance the perpetuity, 
the eternity of their divine law; and to 
deem it impoſſible that God ſhould reign 
Yo L, I. ö O | - anys 


tv. 


"SE -* Prophecies - concerning. 


anywhere but in the land of Iſrael, o 
mould impart his. bleflings to any, that | 
lived out ef the Jewiſh p ale. - ; 
Was it, now, to be Expoſed of ſuch _ 
men, as theſe, 'that they ſhould enlarge 
their ideas fo far as to form the project of 
a new and Univerſal religion; a religion, 
not imprinted-outwardly- on the fleſh, but 
ritten in the beart ; a religion, „ that was 
to ſuperſede and evacuate the law of Moſes, 
to which they were ſo immoderately ad- 
dicted, and to enlighten and bleſs and ſave 
the heathen, whom they ſo b * 
ſpiſed and abhorred ? | 
You will ſuſpe&, perhaps, that ws 
meaning of theſe prophecies was no more, 
than that the Jewiſh Law ſhould finally 
- prevail over all other Laws, and be the 
fole predominant. religion of the whole 
earth : a prejudice, very likely, it may be 
faid, to poſſeſs the minds of ſuch a people 
as the Jews; and ſuitable enough to that 
zeal, which prompted them zo compaſs ſea 
. 6 2434 


b 


d : 
— 
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aud laud, as Jeſus himſelf obſerved of them, 


to mate one proſelyte [#]: . . 
But the: contrary is apparent: from the 
Nructure of the Jewiſh. Law, which, as E 
ſaich : was ſo contrived, that it could not 
be obſerved out of Judæa from the tenaur 
of that I aw, addrefied only to the houſe 
of : Iſrael, and not obligatory to any other 
people from expreſs declarations of the 


prophets themſelves ;- who call the diſ- 
penſation of the Meſſiah, anew Covenant, 
a covenant written in the beart, in oppoſi- 
tion to the law of circumciſion [i]; who ſay, 


that the Lord will create new heavens and 
 & new earth, that is, in the prophetic 
language, will inſtitute a nem diſpenſation 
of religion, different from * which he 


[5] Matth. xxiii. 1 5 | #51 
l. Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, PE I will 


make a nav covenant with the houſe of Ifrael, and with 


the houſe of Judah, not according to the covenant that 
I made with their fathers — but this ſhall be my coves 
nant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, after 
thoſe days, faith the Lord, 7 will put my Law in eben. 
induard parts, and write it in their hearts, &c. . *r. 


fra? vo alſo Jer. 1 Tee 16. 


* 


5 had” 
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had given to the Jews, and fiboribos. of 
it [#] ; who, laſtly, ſpeak of this diſpenſa- 
tion, as of one, that ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
under @ new name, and ſhould be embraced” 
by the Gentiles, as ſuch, that is, by men, 
converted immediately to this new religion 
from their | ſtate of Gentiliſm, without 
paſſing through the ſtrait. gate of the 
Jewiſh Law [7]. F | 
Judge, then, whether the prophets did | 
not mean more than a proſelytiſm to their 
own religion, when they predicted, and 
in ſuch terms, the future converſion of 
the Gentiles; and whether ſuch ideas, as 
theſe, could' ever have entered into the 
hearts of Jews, if ſomething, beſides and 
above the natural ſuggeſtion of their own 
minds, had not 3 their prophecies. 


l] For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former hall vor be remembered nor come into mind, 
II. xv. 17, 

[1] The Gentiles hall ſee thy Sehteouſaels and all 
Kings, thy glory: And thou ſhalt be called by @ new 
name, which the mots of he I Wal name. 
J. brit. ab | 0 


Ae 
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Add to all this, if you pleaſe, that Jeſus 
was himſelf a Jew, and (to regard him as 


a man only) in the loweſt claſs of the Jews, | 


that 1s, of the moſt confined and bigoted 
education; and yet was not reſtrained by 
his prejudices from giving that ſublime 


command to his. followers» ON: AND 
T EACH ALL NATIONS. . 


But enough on the dofrine itſelf, and on 
| the character of its teachers. It remains only 
3. To add one word, on the manner in 
<obich this prophecy, concerning the conver- 


ſion of the Gentile world, appears to have 


been completed. 
There are eſpecially Two ada on 


this ſubject, which merit our attentive 


cConſideration. Onz of them aſſerts, that 
the converſion of the Gentile world ſhall 
take its riſe from ſmall and very unpro- 
miſing beginnings, and yet ſhall prevail 


ſpeedily and to a vaſt extent; the OTHER, 


that it ſhall prevail by pacific means only, 


without the intervention of any force or 


| violence whatſoever. 


n _— ——— 2 . t 


wy 2 Propiecics concerning 


| „The Former of theſe prophecies. is 
pte 4 thus <4 little one Pall betome 't 
thouſand, and & ſinull one 46 flirong nation: T 
the Lord inill Baften it ih bir time Il. In 
allufibh tod this *prophecy, E6neerning the 
riſe and Progreſs of Chriſtlanity, is that 
parahe of our Lord applied to the Ring- 
dom dE heaven —the kingdom of benven, ſays 
he, 1 like- to a grain of 'mhiſthrd: ſeed, hieb 
@ mai t A ved n his field : hieb in. 
deed is the ft of  all*ſerds': But When It is 
grown; it is. the greateſt” anumg Herbe, and 
 becometh a tree: fo that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof In]. 
And, with regard to the celerity with which 
this tree ſhould grow up, we have a pro- 
phecy from Chriſt himſelf, and that won- 
derfully” fulfilled— that #is Goſpel ſhould be 
preached to all the "world for . teftimony to 
all nations, before the deſtruction of 'Jerk- 
falem, or within forty years from the date 
of the . l 


1 1K K. 22. : 8 „ 
1 * Kili, 375 45.0 1 ir 
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| Now canſider the tate of the Goſpel, 
aa Cad aſcenſion. . It was left in the 
handg of a few; mean, unlearned, diſpirited 
perſens: without any countenance from 
authority; and with every difficulty, every 
terror, oppoſed to them, and placed diſtinctly 
within their view. Ma#th, xxiv. g. Vet theſe 
men were commiſſioned to ſpread this Goſ- 
pel through the world, and had an expreſs | 
promiſe; that they ſhould ſucceed in their 
attempt. Againſt all appearance, the ſuc- 
ceſs followed. In leſs than half a century, 
the ſound of the Goſpel went out into all landt; 
and, within three centuries from this death 
of Chriſt, Chriſtianity: aſcended the impe- 
rial throne; ani had the . . of mw 
earth for its poſſeſſion. Fa, 
To encreaſe the ne this ancinzitig 
revolution was brought about, by pacific 
methods only; as was, likewiſe, foretold 
2. In the LATTER of the 2 prophecies, 
to whieh I before alluded. _. -; 
- Jeſus himſelf quotes this prophecy from 
* Iſaiah 3 in the following words —Behold, my 
O 4 ſervant, 
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ſervant, whom I have choſen, my beloved, in 
whom my ſoul is well pleaſed : I will put my 
ſpirit upon him, and he ball ſhew judgment, 
i. e. declare a new Law, 10 the Gentiles. 
He fhall not ſtrive, nor cry, neither ſhall any 
man hear his voice in the ſtreets; a bruiſed 
reed ſhall he not break, and ſmoaking flax 
Hall he not quench, i. e. (as all interpreters 
explain theſe proverbial expreſſions) he 
ſhall not employ the leaſt degree of force 
or violence in the propagation of this law, 
Lill he ſend forth judgment unto victory, till 
it finally prevail againſt all oppoſition; 
And in his name fhall the Gentiles truſt. 
Matth. xit. 18—2r. | 

Let any man read the hiſtory of Chriſti- 
anity, from its firſt publication in Judæa, 
to the converſion of Conſtantine, and then 
ſee whether this prophecy hath not been 
exactly and illuſtriouſly completed. „ 
followers of Jeſus were numerous enough, 


long before the empire became Chriſtian, 
to have attempted the way of force, had 


— 
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it been permitted to them [o]: and the in- 
ſults, the oppreſſions, the perſecutions, 
which they ſuffered from their Pagan ene- 
mies, were enough to provoke the moſt 

_ "Paſſive tempers to {ome acts of hoſtility and 
treſiſtance [p]. But every one knows, that 
they had recourſe to no arms, but thaſe of 


(e] Si enim et hoſtes exertos, non tantim vindices or- 
cultos, agere vellemus, deefſet nobis vis numeromum et c- 
pHiarum? Tertull. Apologet. c. 37. 
lo] Could it be ſorgſcen, that nothing of this fore 
would happen? When the Reformation was ſet on fort 
in Germany, Luther and his adherents reſolved to carry 
it on in the ſpirit of the Goſpel, that is, by Pacific mga- 
| fures, But how ſoon did Poem and policy ſtrike in, - 
to drive them from this purpoſe ! The Catholics were 
" intolerant: the Reformed grew powerful: and then, 
what was too naturally to be expected, followed. 
Ik it be ſaid, that the. Goſpe] hath not been always 
- propagated, <vithout force; I acknowledge, it has not: 
but then J obſerve, 1. that it was incunteſtably ſo pro- 
pagated, till the converſion of the Roman empire; in 
Which event, alone, the prophecies appear to have had 
_ a reaſonable completion: 2. that the force employed, has 
generally been the force of one Chriſtian ſect, di- 
tected againſt ſome other (in which ſcandalous con- 
tentions the prophecies have no concern), not in 
the propagatiori of Chriſtianity itſelt in unbelieving 
countries: 3. that the way of force, when 8 


45 ; contributedito the enlargeme 


© Prophecies: cuncerug 
elienGiric : they took no advantage- of di. 
tracted times, to raiſe commotions in be- 
half of the neu religion, or to ſuppreſs the 
ed one t a bruiſed need did tbæy not breaks 
And ſindating flax did bey not quench : yet 
wh cacakiietss and patience and ſuffer- 
Digi by Piety, bares: by: the! ſcatet 
influence of a divine blefling Attending on 
theſe feeble efforts, the doctrine of the croſs 
inſenſibly gained ground; ſpread: irfelf far 
Ae wide, aug in the end Pe + vilibri- 
over all the: rage and power and ſophiſ- 8 
prof an wehen world 127. n 


ough, in fene * it has 

Lol, Chrilt's kingdom, h has 
yet, in others (Where, top, the utmoſt force and zeal 
. ere. combined) very fionall y Ried of ſucceſs; 15 of 
"which the exuſages againſt the Mahometans afford a firjk- 
ing infand: . and 4. laſtly, that we : expect the tal 
_ wniverjal prevalehce of the Chriſtian fa th, f from the 8 80 1 
ſpiritual arms only, which were fi $4 <pployed 3 wh ſth 


= fuch ſuggghs 36 a the propaggtid On. of it, it. 8 
| e indeed, of dic 


21 (9j. An eminent. Writer, With t 
gracing the. Refopmations hath fef t i 1 * * in a very 
Juſt light; << 4 Que nos freres, ſays h „ouvrent done les 


yeux; qu'ils les jetient ſur! angien fte 'Eglile, « qui durant 


4 uſed. againſt unbelievers, | 


tant de hecles d'une perſecution ſi cruelle ne $'cſt jamais 


That 
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That this- - victory hath not been, haber. 
* MOON: as to anſwer tbe rom: 


4 21 £8; 
schenke, ni un 5 moment, ni dans un ſeul n 
et quꝭon a vd auſſi folimiſe ſous Diocletien, et meme 
ſous alien Lapoſtat, lorſtjuꝰelle rempliſſdit deja toute 
la terre, que ſous Neron et ſous Domitien; lotſqqu elle 
ne faiſoit que de naitre n 'E'sST- B+. D vorroxg- 
e LE p0IGT De Diu”. 
Hp. Hes Variations, 1. 4. K 53. 
We finger of Oed, 48 the learned writet IF was in- 


deed" canſpicuous.,in: this conduct of the primitire 
Chriſtians, becauſe i it fulfilled 1 the Prophecies (fo: un- 


likely to be fulfilled). concerning the manner in which 
Chriſtianit . was” to” obtain an eſtab ment in the - 
world. Ik the conduct of the 'ri/frmid- Had npt this 
merit, it was becauſe: the prophecies: did not extend . 
the reformation, of. Chriſti an religion, N tothe i ins: 
| duction and . firſt ſettlement 25 it. The agents, i in this 
laſt Wôtk of Providence, were Wee left to the ta- 
turd? inffuchcs of- their. paſſions, and they acted tbo 
ftequently as thoſe palſions impelled them. : 
For d: reſt, how far the ginerafprevepts'of the 
Goſpel» fequite a paſſſee fubmiſſion and. non reſiſtatee 
to oucragevub. into 

all caſes, is a point of nice diſcuſſion; in which I take 
no part, at prelehtz:becauſe I àm not nom making the 


apology of the feſar meu, but ſnewing. the TFompletion of | 


the prophecies\cencerning he epriprgator3 af Chriſti- 
—_ and the wonder to ſee them ſo pinaually com · 
þ > 5a of | 


lerdgcey; whether: abſolutely, and in 


* 
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of an abſolute univerſality, we readily ac- 
knowledge; but are in no pain for the 
event [7]; as the ſame oracles, which have 
thus far been verified, ſuppoſe the prefenr 
condition of things; and, what is more, / 
aſſure us of a time to come, when the fat | 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in. | 
One word more, and I have done. If 
it be now thought, that theſe THREE pro- 
phecies — concerning the deſtruttion of Feru- 
ſalem — the diſperſion of the eus — and the 
call of the Gentiles — have been clearly ac- 
compliſhed; and yet were of that nature, 
that no human foreſight could deliver them, 
not any probable conjuncture of human 
affairs account for the accompliſhment of 
them, you will conclude that they were 


- pleted, is not leſſened, but increaſed, by ſuppoſing, that 


the precepts of the Goſpel leave maakind to the free uſe 
of their natural rights, in the caſe of extreme violence 
and injuſtice. | 
(] The wifion is yet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it ſhall ſpeak, and not he: though it tarry, wait for it, 
- becauſe it ſball ſurely. come, it will not tarlYe Habak- 


truly 


"uw; ii. 3. 
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| col divine, and that we do not abuſe 
your credulity in alledging ſuch prophecies, 
in proof. of our holy religion. You will 
ſee and acknowledge that there are pro- 
: phecies, recorded in ſcripture, concerning 
tbe Chriſtian Church: and that zbeſe pro- 
phecies, in particular, concerning it, have 
been remarkably fulfilled. Ye will, there- 
fore, the leſs wonder to find, that there are 
ſtill other prophecies, relative to the king- 

dom of Chriſt, as adminiſtered in this 
world; and will, of courſe, be diſpoſed to 
conſider, with leſs prevention, what may 
further be ſaid in ſupport of them. 
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